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FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2016                                                                 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 P.M.                                                    FIRCREST CITY HALL, 115 RAMSDELL STREET 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER BY PRESIDING OFFICER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ROLL CALL 

4. PRESIDING OFFICER'S REPORT 

 A. Proclamation – Dysautonomia Awareness Month 
  

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
(Please sign the Public Attendance Roster/Public Hearing Sign-Up Sheet if you wish to speak during the meeting.) 
 

6. COMMITTEE, COMMISSION & LIAISON REPORTS 

 A. Water, Sewer, Storm 

 B. Street, Facilities & Equipment 

 C. Public Safety, Court 

 D. Pierce County Regional Council 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 A. Approval of vouchers/payroll checks 

 B. Approval of minutes:  September 13, 2016 Regular meeting 

      September 19, 2016 Special meeting 
 

8. PUBLIC HEARING 7:15 P.M. 

A. To receive comments on amendments to Fircrest Municipal Code Title 22 regarding 

marijuana regulations 

B. To receive comments on amendments to the Capital Facilities Element of the 

Comprehensive Plan 
 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Resolution supporting the naming of the Remembrance Corridor, the placement of an 

historical marker and the ongoing efforts to preserve the surviving trees – 

Councilmember George 

B. Resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement with SiteLines Park 

and Playground Products, Inc. for playground equipment for the Tot Lot – Parks and 

Recreation Director Grover 
 

11. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 

12. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

13. COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 A. Labor negotiations (Not subject to Open Meetings Act) 
 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
 

COUNCIL MAY ADD AND TAKE ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS NOT LISTED ON AGENDA 
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FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL AGENDA SUMMARY 

 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: September 27, 2016 

 

SUBJECT: Dysautonomia Awareness Month Proclamation 

 

FROM:    Rick Rosenbladt, City Manager 

 

Reviewed by:_____City Manager     _____Finance Director     _____City Attorney 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: I move to authorize the Mayor’s signature on a 

proclamation proclaiming October to be Dysautonomia Awareness Month in the City of 

Fircrest.  

 

 

PROPOSAL:  Council is being asked to approve the Dysautonomia Awareness Month 

Proclamation. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  None. 

 

ADVANTAGES:  Increased awareness about dysautonomia will help patients get diagnosed and 

treated earlier, save lives, and foster support for individuals and families coping with dysautonomia 

in our community 

 

DISADVANTAGES:  None. 

 

ALTERNATIVES:  Not to participate. 

 

HISTORY:   Dysautonomia International is seeking assistance in raising awareness of an 

important public health matter.  October is “Dysautonomia Awareness Month” around the world.  

 

Enclosure:  Proclamation 
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City of Fircrest 

Office of the Mayor 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, dysautonomia is a group of medical conditions that result in a malfunction of the 

autonomic nervous system, which is responsible for “automatic” bodily functions such as 

respiration, heart rate, blood pressure, digestion, temperature control and more; and 

 

WHEREAS, some forms of dysautonomia are considered rare diseases, such as Multiple System 

Atrophy and Pure Autonomic Failure, while other forms of dysautonomia are common, 

impacting millions of people in the US and around the world, such as Diabetic Autonomic 

Neuropathy, Neurocardiogenic Syncope and Postural Orthostatic Tachycardia Syndrome; and 

 

WHEREAS, dysautonomia impacts people of any age, gender, race or background, including 

individuals living in the City of Fircrest, and some forms of dysautonomia can be very disabling 

and this disability can result in social isolation, stress on the families of those impacted, and 

financial hardship; and 

 

WHEREAS, some forms of dysautonomia can result in death, causing tremendous pain and 

suffering for those impacted and their loved ones; and 

 

WHEREAS, increased awareness about dysautonomia will help patients get diagnosed and treated 

earlier, save lives, and foster support for individuals and families coping with dysautonomia in our 

community; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dysautonomia International, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that advocates on 

behalf of patients living with dysautonomia, encourages communities to celebrate Dysautonomia 

Awareness Month each October around the world; and 

 

WHEREAS, we seek to recognize the contributions of the professional medical community, 

patients and family members who are working to educate our citizenry about dysautonomia in the 

City of Fircrest. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS, of the City of Fircrest, do 

hereby proclaim October 2016 as 

 

Dysautonomia Awareness Month 

in the City of Fircrest, Washington. 

Passed this 27th day of September 2016 

________________________________ 

Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 
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CITY OF FIRCREST 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2016                                                   COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 P.M.                                                    FIRCREST CITY HALL, 115 RAMSDELL STREET 

 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL  

 

Mayor Matthew Jolibois called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Councilmembers Blake Surina, Shannon Reynolds, Brett Wittner, Hunter T. George, 

Denny Waltier and Jason Medley were present. 

 

COMMITTEE, COMMISSION & LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Parks & Recreation 

 

Surina provided an overview of the following: 

 

 Fall events that were occurring at the Community Center 

 Information on the new park structures that will be constructed in the Tot Lot 

 Strategies regarding updates to the basketball hoops at Whittier 

 Staff is proceeding with finding out where the water leak in the pool might be 

 Ideas he had regarding remodeling the Community Center 

 Updates and replacements to the big toy in Fircrest Park and a walking path from the Community 

Center to the play structure 

 A letter he wrote to the University of Washington Tacoma’s Urban Planning Department 

requesting assistance from any student or staff that would like to be involved in a project looking 

at Fircrest’s history 

 

Environment, Planning, Building 

 

Waltier called attention to the upcoming public hearing regarding marijuana and stated he was hopeful 

that the public hearing would be well advertised and that the community is made aware of the issue.  

Waltier concluded by noting there are discussions underway in Planning and Building regarding 

future development along South 19th Street and Mildred Street. 

 

Finance, IT 

 

George stated that Rosenbladt and Finance Director Corcoran would be presenting the 2017 

Preliminary Budget tonight.  George provided an update on the efforts of the Communications 

Committee to select a company to design the City’s new website.  He reported that Site Crafting, Inc. 

and CivicPlus provided bids in response to the Request for Proposals and outlined each company’s 

experience and talents.  George highlighted the process used by the Committee in its selection and 

reported that Site Crafting, Inc. was their choice.  George concluded by stating that in addition to an 

agreement being brought to Council there will also be the necessity for a budget amendment, 

including $1,200 for a contingency for necessary changes, with funds from the General Fund Ending 

Fund Balance. 
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MOTION 

 

Moved by George, seconded by Wittner, to authorize the City Manager to proceed with 

negotiating a contract with Site Crafting Inc. for the City’s website. 

 

Jolibois invited public comment.  None was provided. 

 

VOTE 

 

Ayes:  Surina, Reynolds, Wittner, Jolibois, George, Waltier and Medley.  Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Jolibois requested the City Manager read the consent calendar as follows:  approval of Voucher 

No. 208164 through Voucher No. 208234 in the amount of $103,215.41; approval of Payroll 

Check No. 12356 through Payroll Check No. 12360 in the amount of $5,861.10; approval of 

Payroll Check No. 12361 through Payroll Check No. 12366 in the amount of $87,540.21; approval 

of the August 23, 2016 Regular City Council meeting; setting a public hearing on September 27, 

2016 to receive comments on amendments to Fircrest Municipal Code Title 22 regarding 

marijuana regulations; and setting a public hearing on September 27, 2016 to receive comments 

on amendments to the Capital Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

MOTION 

 

Moved by George, seconded by Medley, to approve the consent calendar as read.  Ayes:  

Surina, Reynolds, Wittner, Jolibois, George, Waltier and Medley.  Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Ordinance granting a ten-year nonexclusive franchise to Comcast to provide cable services 

 

City Manager Rosenbladt stated that Council was being asked to adopt an ordinance granting a ten-

year franchise to Comcast Cable Communications Management, LLC to provide cable television 

services.  He noted the ordinance had first reading at the August 23, 2016 meeting and is on for final 

reading tonight. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1580 

 

Moved by Medley, seconded by Wittner, to adopt Ordinance No. 1580 granting a ten-year 

franchise to Comcast Cable Communications Management, LLC to provide cable television 

services. 

 

Jolibois invited public comment.  None was provided. 
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VOTE 

 

Ayes:  Surina, Reynolds, Wittner, Jolibois, George, Waltier and Medley.  Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Presentation of the 2017 Preliminary Budget 

 

Rosenbladt presented the budget, as required by law, noting the budget now belongs to Council for 

decision making.  Rosenbladt highlighted the following: 

 

 The budget is balanced – operating revenues cover the operating expenses 

 Includes a 2% COLA 

 Includes a 10% medical premium contribution by employees 

 Includes water, sewer and storm rate increases 

 Includes the addition of a storm utility tax 

 Includes reimbursement of ½ of a gym membership up to $25 per month for all employees 

 Includes improvements to the Parks storage garage and repairs to the Whittier gazebo roof 

 Includes a grant writer (Planning and Building Administrative Assistant increased to full time to 

fulfill these additional duties) 

 Includes improvements to the Public Works facility (carpet, vinyl flooring) 

 

Rosenbladt stated that staff would be asking for consensus for any changes to the preliminary budget 

and concluded by stating he was hopeful that the budget would be adopted at the November 8th 

meeting. 

 

Resolution authorizing a subscription and service agreement with eCivis 

 

Rosenbladt reported that Council is being asked to authorize entering into an agreement with eCivis, 

Inc., that will allow Fircrest staff to access numerous sites to provide for grant applications. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 1438 

 

Moved by Reynolds, seconded by Medley, to adopt Resolution No. 1438 authorizing the City 

Manager to execute an agreement with eCivis, Inc., for a subscription to their grant search software 

and other services from September 14, 2016 through September 13, 2017. 

Jolibois stated he spoke with Planning Commissioner Ken Halgren regarding heritage corridor 

designations, and that the heritage of Fircrest is a story.  Jolibois stated that Halgren’s opinion is 

that if the City received the heritage corridor designation, grants would be easy to focus on and 

target.  In response to Jolibois, Rosenbladt indicated he has spoken with Halgren, but wasn’t sure 

that there was a route that would qualify Fircrest as a heritage corridor designation. 

Staff responded to Council regarding Fircrest receiving designated as a heritage corridor. 

 

Jolibois invited public comment.  None was provided. 
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VOTE 

 

Ayes:  Surina, Reynolds, Wittner, Jolibois, George, Waltier and Medley.  Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion confirming the City Manager’s appointment of Joe Harrison to the Civil Service 

Commission 

 

Keely stated that Council is being asked to confirm the appointment of Joe Harrison to the Civil 

Service Commission effective September 13, 2016.  She reported that appointments to the Civil 

Service Commission are made by the City Manager subject to confirmation by Council in accordance 

with the FMC and RCW 41.12.  Keely noted that Harrison has served as a Commissioner since 1995 

and with this confirmation will continue to provide continuity to the Commission. 

 

MOTION 

 

Moved by Medley, seconded by Wittner, to confirm the City Manager’s appointment of Joe 

Harrison to the Fircrest Civil Service Commission effective September 13, 2016 through 

September 13, 2022. 

 

Jolibois invited public comment.  None was provided. 

 

VOTE 

 

Ayes:  Surina, Reynolds, Wittner, Jolibois, George, Waltier and Medley.  Noes:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 

 

Rosenbladt received confirmation that Council would like food from a variety of restaurants for the 

budget study sessions.  Rosenbladt thanked the Eaton Family LLC for their generous contribution to 

Fircrest for the City of Fircrest to use as a contribution to the City of University Place for the Mildred 

Street grant match.  Rosenbladt received support from Council that a discussion is held at Monday’s 

study session regarding nuisance code language as well as a discussion about drones.  George also 

asked that a discussion is held sometime soon regarding using a hearings examiner. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Grover provided an update on the Tot Lot Play Equipment 

replacement project and the proposals that were submitted in response to the City’s Request for 

Proposals.  Grover concluded by reporting that an agreement would be brought forward for the 

vendor selected to replace the playground equipment at the September 27th regular meeting. 

 

Police Chief Cheesman provided an update on traffic control following the opening of Whittier 

Elementary, and noted that he met with Principal Basil regarding some of his concerns.  Cheesman 

stated that Kiwanis raised enough money at the Fun Days spaghetti feed to be able to satisfy their 

donation for the Tot Lot grant project and said he would be submitting a check.  Cheesman reported 



8 of 94 

 

that Amy Blair, Chief for a Day, judged the pet contest this year.  Cheesman concluded by 

providing a copy of the National Night Out book that was going to be sent to the national 

organization. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Council expressed condolences to Medley due to the passing of his father. 

 

Surina reported on attending the grand opening of the movie that was produced by Fircrest residents.  

He expressed hope that they could be promoted in Fircrest in some way.  Surina concluded by stating 

he would like to bring Fircrest historical memorabilia to a future Council meeting. 

 

Wittner alerted Cheesman and Grover that the Whittier PTA is instituting a Fun Run as a fund raiser 

in Fircrest.  Wittner reported their goal is to have both a 5k and a one mile race. 

 

George thanked Jolibois for creating the Communications Committee and noted it was ironic that the 

Communications Committee failed to communicate effectively with a couple of its members, noting 

it won’t happen again.  George recommended that the Communications Committee get back together 

and discuss where to go next.  George reported that Joenah, the 18-minute movie about bullying that 

was filmed at the Fircrest pool, has been released.  George suggested that information be provided 

about it on social media.  George stated he was asked by a resident of the City about regulations 

regarding boarding houses and indicated he reached out to Planning and Building Administrator 

Stahlnecker to see if there was something that could be done, as the resident indicated it is very 

disruptive to the neighborhood.  George stated that Stahlnecker provided him with a copy of the City 

of Lakewood’s regulations regarding boarding houses and noted that she is going to further look into 

it to see if there is teeth in Fircrest’s codes to enforce this kind of situation.  George asked that 

consideration be given to reverse the Council consensus regarding freezing the City Manager’s ability 

to surplus the 2009 police vehicles.  George stated that the original policy and Council’s original 

position aren’t being followed.  George noted he wanted to float a motion for Council consideration; 

but due to the upcoming Executive Session, requested that when Council convened into Executive 

Session that it be announced that Council might take action at the conclusion of Executive Session.  

Responding to Jolibois, George replied the expediency of his request is that Council’s position is 

being undermined in live negotiations; and it is costing money, as apparently money was spent for 

repairs on one of the 2009 vehicles.  George stated he didn’t understand why that had occurred.  

George stated he went along with the prior decision but no longer wished to do so and believes it isn’t 

a good place to be in with Council’s position in negotiations. 

 

Waltier thanked George for chairing the Communications Committee and coming up with the plan 

for a new website.  Waltier stated he appreciated George’s efforts in working with Stahlnecker and 

requested that liaisons to the departments are consulted. 

 

Medley congratulated George for his efforts on the Communications Committee and concluded by 

stating he appreciated everyone’s comments.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

At 7:59 P.M. Jolibois reported that Council would take a five-minute recess and convene into 

Executive Session, not to exceed the hour of 8:50 P.M., to discuss  Item 14A – Labor Negotiations.  

Jolibois noted the City Manager was invited to attend.  It was stated that action may occur at the 

conclusion of the Executive Session. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Moved by George, seconded by Medley, to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 P.M.  Ayes:  Surina, 

Reynolds, Wittner, Jolibois, George, Waltier and Medley.  Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                  Lisa Keely, City Clerk 

  



10 of 94 

 

CITY OF FIRCREST 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 P.M.                                                    FIRCREST CITY HALL, 115 RAMSDELL STREET 

 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL  

 

Mayor Matthew Jolibois called the special meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. and led the pledge of 

allegiance.  Councilmembers Blake Surina, Shannon Reynolds, Brett Wittner, Denny Waltier and 

Jason Medley were present.  Hunter T. George was absent.  George arrived at 6:05 P.M. 

 

Presentation and discussion on nuisances, outdoor storage of vehicles, public disturbances 

noises, bed and breakfasts, air bed and breakfasts, boarding houses, drones (unmanned 

aircraft), improper parking on City property and regulations or possible regulations of these 

issues 

 

Jolibois stated he brought the issues forward in response to citizen complaints received over the 

last few years and opened the discussion. 

 

Outdoor Storage of Vehicles and Drones 

 

Discussion continued on complaints that had been received regarding the outdoor storage of 

vehicles (boats, campers, recreational vehicles) in front yards and the potential for privacy invasion 

from people that are flying drones.  There was further discussion regarding parking vehicles on 

the front lawn and possible regulations that could be brought forward to prohibit that. 

 

Staff was asked to research regulations from other jurisdictions regarding the prohibition and 

regulation of drones, the outdoor storage of vehicles, regulations regarding parking on the front 

lawn and to utilize Municipal Research and Services Center (MRSC) as an additional source for 

this information. 

 

Public Disturbance Noise 

 

Discussion continued regarding public noise disturbances and a desire to change the code from 

10:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for sound emanating from construction activities. 

 

Staff was asked to bring language forward to modify the timeframe for noise emanating from 

construction activities. 

 

Boarding Houses 

 

Discussion continued on boarding houses in Fircrest, group homes, short term rentals and requiring 

a business license for rentals. 

 

Staff was asked to research what regulations other jurisdictions have adopted regarding boarding 

houses, and both long- and short-term rentals. 
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Measuring Sound 

 

Staff was asked to research why the FMC was modified to remove decibel levels from the code as 

a means to measure the noise level. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Moved by Reynolds, seconded by George, to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 P.M.  Ayes:  Surina, 

Reynolds, Wittner, Jolibois, George, Waltier and Medley.  Noes:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                   Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                     Lisa Keely, City Clerk 
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FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL AGENDA SUMMARY 

 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE:    September 27, 2016 

 

SUBJECT:   Title 22 Land Development Amendments – Proposed Regulations 

Governing Marijuana Uses 

 

FROM:   Angelie Stahlnecker, Planning and Building Administrator 

 

Reviewed by:  _____City Manager     _____Finance Director     _____City Attorney 

 

 

PROPOSAL:   
 

The City of Fircrest proposes to amend zoning regulations contained in Title 22 to provide 

regulations for marijuana uses, including producers, processors, researchers, retailers and 

cooperatives. The Planning Commission recommends prohibiting marijuana uses in all zoning 

designations. The specific text amendments recommended for approval by the Commission are 

provided in exhibit 1. 

 

PROCEDURAL COMPLIANCE: 

The proposed zoning text amendments are classified as a Type 5 legislative proposal, which is 

subject to public hearing, review and recommendation by the Planning Commission and a final 

decision by Council -- subsequent to completion of a Council public hearing. 

 

The City published public notices in the Tacoma Daily Index for the August 16, 2016 Planning 

Commission public hearing and for the September 27, 2016 City Council public hearing. In 

addition, the City mailed notices to all owners of property in the city prior to the September 27th 

hearing. 

 

The City prepared an Environmental Checklist and issued a Determination of Nonsignificance on 

August 3, 2016.  The environmental determination was issued with a 14-day comment/appeal 

period ending on August 16, 2016.  The City did not receive any comments or notice of appeal. 

 

The City submitted a Notice of Proposed Amendment with a request of expedited review to the 

Washington State Department of Commerce on August 11, 2016, which was issued to state 

agencies for a 10 business day comment period as required pursuant to RCW 36A.70A.  The state 

agency comment period ended on August 25, 2016 and no comments were received.   

 

HISTORY: 

In November of 2012, the voters of Washington approved Initiative 502, which allowed the 

possession of certain amounts of marijuana and set up a system for the State to license and regulate 

the production, growth, processing, and sales of marijuana. The Citizens of Fircrest approved the 

initiative by a vote of 1980-1733. The Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board (LCB) was 

given the authority to regulate and license potential marijuana businesses.  
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Attorney General Opinion 2014 No. 2 maintained that local governments retain the right to 

regulate marijuana uses within their jurisdictions. As the City has not enacted any additional 

regulations, marijuana uses are currently allowed in commercial and residential zones subject to 

the State regulations. 

 

In April 2015, the Washington State Legislature enacted the Cannabis Patient Protection Act which 

established regulations for the previously unregulated medical marijuana system, including 

creation of marijuana cooperatives. 

 

On June 20, 2016, the City Council held a study session on the sale of marijuana in the City of 

Fircrest. On August 9, 2016, the City Council voted 5-2 on a motion requesting the Planning 

Commission set a public hearing and make recommendations on marijuana regulations including 

considering reduction of marijuana buffers from sensitive sites, evaluating which zoning districts 

would be most appropriate for the sale of marijuana, and considering setbacks of retail marijuana 

from residential areas. 

 

The Planning Commission held a study session on July 11, 2016 (see exhibit 2) and a public 

hearing on August 16, 2016, where four people testified. In addition, one written testimony was 

received (see exhibit 11). After closing the public hearing, the Planning Commission directed staff 

by a vote of 3-2 to prepare a draft resolution prohibiting marijuana uses in all zoning districts (see 

exhibits 3-6). On September 6, 2016, the Planning Commission approved the recommendation to 

Council by a vote of 4-0 (see exhibits 7-9). For the Commission’s findings, please see exhibit 10, 

Planning Commission Resolution No. 16-05.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

The proposed amendments would prohibit marijuana retailers, thereby resulting in a potential loss 

of revenue to the City, as a marijuana retailer would have the potential to expand the sales tax base 

as well as make the City eligible for the Marijuana Excise Tax. 

  

ADVANTAGES: 

 

Currently, marijuana retail and cooperatives are allowed subject only to State regulations. The 

proposed amendments would prevent any potential negatives impacts.  

 

DISADVANTAGES: 

 

As the citizens of Fircrest approved Initiative 502, the amendments could be perceived as in 

opposition. The amendments would limit potential economic development and make the City 

ineligible for the Marijuana Excise Tax. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: 

 

The original draft resolution considered by the Planning Commission at the August 16, 2016 Public 

Hearing proposed allowing marijuana uses in the Commercial Mixed Use District with numerous 

performance standards (see exhibit 4).   
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After considering public testimony, the Commission directed staff by a vote of 3-2 to prepare a 

revised draft resolution prohibiting marijuana uses in all zoning districts. Commissioners on the 

prevailing side were primarily concerned with potential odors, impacts to adjacent properties and 

business, no testimonial support and belief it did not serve the best interest of the City. 

Commissioners on the dissenting side supported allowing it in one location of the City with 

sufficient performance standards to mitigate negative impacts.   

 

After considering public testimony, if Council wishes to consider allowing retail marijuana, the 

August 16th draft could be used as a starting point for discussion.  

 

Exhibits:  

 

1. Proposed Code Amendments 

2. August 16, 2016 Planning Commission Staff Report  

3. August 16, 2016 Draft Amendments 

4. July 11, 2015 PowerPoint Presentation 

5. August 16, 2016 Preliminary Resolution No. 16-05 

6. August 16, 2016 Minutes 

7. September 6, 2016 Planning Commission Staff Report  

8. September 6, 2016 Preliminary Resolution No. 16-05 

9. September 6, 2016 Draft Minutes 

10. Planning Commission Resolution No. 16-05  

11. Public Comment Received  
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FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL AGENDA SUMMARY 

 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE:    September 27, 2016 

 

SUBJECT:   2016 Comprehensive Plan Amendments, Capital Facilities Element 

 

FROM:   Angelie Stahlnecker, Planning and Building Administrator 

 
Reviewed by:  _____City Manager     _____Finance Director     _____City Attorney 

 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: None. This is a public hearing only. Adoption of the plan will occur 

at a subsequent City Council meeting. 

 

PROPOSAL: The City of Fircrest proposes to amend the City’s Comprehensive Plan by updating 

the Capital Improvement Program of the Capital Facilities Element as shown in Exhibit 5. 

 

AMENDMENT PROCESS AND HISTORY: The proposed zoning text amendments are 

classified as a Type 5 legislative proposal, which is subject to public hearing, review and 

recommendation by the Planning Commission and a final decision by Council -- subsequent to 

completion of a Council public hearing. 

 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on August 16, 2016 and voted unanimously to 

recommend to Council approval of the draft Plan amendments. For the record of the 

Commission’s review, findings and recommendation, please see the attached Planning 

Commission Staff Report, the Planning Commission Resolution No. 16-04, and the minutes from 

the August 16th meeting (see exhibits 1-3).  

 

PROCEDURAL COMPLIANCE: The City prepared an Environmental Checklist and issued a 

Determination of Environmental Nonsignificance for the 2016 Amendments to the Fircrest 

Comprehensive Plan on August 3, 2016.  The environmental determination was issued with a 14-

day comment/appeal period ending on August 16, 2016.  The City did not receive any comments 

or notice of appeal. 

 

The City submitted a 60-day Notice of Proposed Amendment to the Washington State 

Department of Commerce on August 10, 2016. The state agency comment period will end on 

October 10, 2016, which means the earliest Council may take action on the proposed 

amendments is October 11, 2016. As of the date this report was prepared, the City had not 

received any comments. If comments are received prior to the September 27th hearing or 

comment deadline, they will be provided to Council for consideration. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: The proposed amendments will have no direct fiscal impact. However, the 

amended six-year capital improvement schedules identify projected timing and possible funding 
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sources for specific capital projects during 2017-2023. The 6-year schedule is for planning 

purposes only and does not commit the City to fund the proposed projects. 

  

ADVANTAGES: The proposed amendments will update the Comprehensive Plan to ensure 

consistency with the Growth Management Act as amended, the Puget Sound Regional Council 

VISION 2040 growth strategy and multicounty planning policies, and the updated Pierce County 

Countywide Planning Policies. Inclusion of projects in the 6-year Capital Improvement Program 

is a requirement for several Federal, State and Regional funding grants and loans. 

 

DISADVANTAGES: None noted. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: None proposed. 

 

Exhibits:  

 

12. August 16, 2016 Planning Commission Staff Report 

13. Planning Commission Resolution No. 16-04 

14. August 16, 2016 Minutes 

15. Preliminary Ordinance 

16. Exhibit A, Draft Amendments of the Comprehensive Plan 
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Exhibit 1 
 

 
 

FIRCREST PLANNING/BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
STAFF REPORT 

 

CASE NUMBER 16-08 
2016 Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

 

August 16, 2016 Planning Commission Meeting 
 
 
PROPOSAL: 
The City of Fircrest proposes to update the City’s Comprehensive Plan by updating the Capital 
Improvement Program of the Capital Facilities Element.   
 
AMENDMENT PROCESS: 
The Planning Commission’s action on a comprehensive plan amendment takes the form of a 
recommendation to the City Council, which makes the final decision. Upon completion of a public 
hearing on this matter, the Commission should forward its recommendations to Council, which 
will conduct its own public hearing before making a final decision. 
 
On March 21, 2016, the City of Fircrest advertised for amendment requests as required by FMC 
Chapter 23.06 and RCW 36.70A.130. No private applications were received.   
 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: 
The City prepared an Environmental Checklist and issued a Determination of Nonsignificance/ 
Incorporation by Reference of Environmental Documents, Adoption of Existing Environmental 
Documents for the 2016 Amendments to the Fircrest Comprehensive Plan on August 3, 2016.  The 
environmental determination was issued with a 14-day comment/appeal period ending on August 
16, 2016.  The City did not receive any comments or notice of appeal. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE NOTIFICATION: 
The City submitted a 60-day Notice of Intent to Adopt a Plan Amendment to the Washington State 
Department of Commerce on August 10, 2016.  The state agency comment period will end on 
October 10, 2016 prior to the City Council’s projected adoption date of October 11, 2016. As of the 
date this report was issued, the City had not received any comment.  If comments are received prior 
to the October 10th hearing or comment deadline, they will be provided to the Commission, or 
Council, for consideration. 
 
PROPOSAL SUMMARY:  
The proposed 2016 Plan amendment updates the 6-year Capital Improvement Program, including 
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facility improvement tables for Transportation, Water, Sewer, Stormwater Management, and Parks 
and Recreation.  
 

  
ANALYSIS:  
 

Fircrest Municipal Code 
The proposal consists of comprehensive plan text and map amendments, which are Type V 
application proposals.  The review and approval criteria are provided below: 
 
FMC 23.06.070 Review and approval criteria. 
The City Council may adopt any comprehensive plan amendment if it (1) is in the public interest 
and complies with the Growth Management Act, and (2) is in the public interest and not contrary to 
the public health, safety and welfare. In making this determination, the Council shall weigh the 
following factors: 
 
(a) Consistency with the adopted Fircrest comprehensive plan; 
(b) Consistency with pertinent plans for adjacent jurisdictions and countywide planning policies; 
(c) Eliminates conflicts with existing elements or policies; 
(d) Establishes a logical, compatible extension of existing land use designations; 
(e) Clarifies or amplifies existing policy or accommodates new policy directives of the city council; 
(f) A change of conditions has occurred within the neighborhood or community since adoption of 
the comprehensive plan, this title, and amendments thereto, to warrant a determination that the 
proposed amendment is in the public interest. 
 
Review of Criteria for Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
In order for the Planning Commission to recommend approval of a comprehensive plan amendment 
to the City Council, the criteria under FMC 23.06.070 must be met. Staff believes that the proposal 
meets the criteria as follows (staff comment in italics): 
 

(a) The proposed amendment is consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan. 
 

The proposed capital facilities amendments are consistant with Capital Facilities Goal 
CF1, to provide and maintain adequate public facilities to meet the needs of existing and 
new development and Goal CF4, to provide needed public facilities within the City’s ability 
to fund or within the City’s authority to require others to provide. 
   

(b) The proposed amendment is consistent with pertinent plans for adjacent jurisdictions and 
countywide planning policies. 

  
The proposed capital facility amendments address capital improvements that are fully 
contained within Fircrest jurisdiction and are not inconsistent with plans for adjacent 
jurisdictions or countywide planning policies.  
 

(c)        The proposed amendment eliminates conflicts with existing elements or policies. 
 

The proposed capital facility amendments do not conflict with existing elements or policies. 
 

(d) The proposed amendment establishes a logical compatible extension of existing land use 
designations. 
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No land use designation changes are proposed. 
 

(e) The proposed amendment clarifies or amplifies existing policy or accommodates new policy 
directives of the City Council. 

 
The proposed amendments support a continuation of existing policies and provides 
consistency with other planning documents.. 

  
(f) A change of conditions has occurred within the neighborhood or community since adoption 

of the comprehensive plan, this title, and amendments thereto, to warrant a determination 
that the proposed amendment is in the public interest. 

 
The proposed amendments address future projections, are consistent with Fircrest 
citizens’ vision for the future, and will be in the public interest. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends the Planning Commission consider public comment at the August 16, 2016 public 
hearing, consider the findings and conclusions in the preliminary resolution (Exhibit 2), and adopt the 
following motion recommending approval of the proposal: 
 
I move to adopt Resolution No. 16-04, a resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of 
Fircrest, Washington recommending adoption of amendments to the Six-Year Capital Improvement 
Program contained in the Capital Facilities Element of the City of Fircrest Comprehensive. 
 

 

Angelie Stahlnecker       August 10, 2016 

Planning and Building Administrator    Date 
Principal Planner, 
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Exhibit 2 
 

CITY OF FIRCREST PLANNING COMMISSION 
RESOLUTION NO. 16-05 

Case No. 16-08 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
FIRCREST, WASHINGTON, RECOMMENDING ADOPTION OF 
AMENDMENTS TO THE SIX-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM CONTAINED IN THE CAPITAL FACILITIES ELEMENT OF 
THE CITY OF FIRCREST COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 

WHEREAS, the Fircrest Planning Commission is authorized, under Section 23.08.110 
FMC, to study, promulgate, develop and update coordinated plans, including a 
Comprehensive Plan, for the physical development of the city as deemed necessary in the 
interest of the public health, safety, morals and the general welfare of the community; and 
to such end it may make recommendations to the City Council regarding the regulations of 
and restrictions on the use of land, the location, construction and use of buildings, and other 
related matters which are or might properly be incorporated into city ordinances dealing with 
zoning, building, plats and subdivisions, parks and annexation; and 

WHEREAS, the City is required to periodically review and update its Comprehensive Plan, as 
needed, to ensure consistency with the Growth Management Act, Puget Sound Regional 
Council VISION 2040 Growth Strategy, and the Pierce County Countywide Planning Policies; 
and  

WHEREAS, the City submitted a Notice of Intent to Adopt to the Washington State 
Department of Commerce on August 11, 2016, which was issued to state agencies for a 
60-day comment period as required pursuant to RCW 36A.70 RCW; and 

WHEREAS, the City issued a Determination of Nonsignificance/Incorporation by Reference 
of Environmental Documents, Adoption of Existing Environmental Documents  for the 2016 
Amendments to the Fircrest Comprehensive Plan on August 3, 2016 with a 14-day comment 
period ending August 16, 2016, and no adverse comments were received; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on August 16, 2016 to 
accept public testimony and comment on the proposed amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission adopted the following findings in support of approval 
of the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments, in consideration of the factors listed in 
Section 23.06.070 FMC, prior to final action: 

a) The proposed capital facilities amendments are consistent with Capital Facilities Goal 
CF1, to provide and maintain adequate public facilities to meet the needs of existing 
and new development and Goal CF4, to provide needed public facilities within the City’s 
ability to fund or within the City’s authority to require others to provide. 

b) The proposed capital facility amendments address capital improvements that are fully 
contained within Fircrest jurisdiction and are not inconsistent with plans for adjacent 
jurisdictions or countywide planning policies. 
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c) The proposed capital facility amendments do not conflict with existing elements or 
policies. 

d) No changes to the existing land use designations are being proposed.  

e) The proposed amendments support a continuation of existing policies and provides 
consistency with other planning documents. 

f) The proposed amendments address future projections, are consistent with Fircrest 
citizens’ vision for the future, and will be in the public interest. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Fircrest hereby 
recommends to the City Council the adoption of the proposed amendments as follows: 

Section 1. The Comprehensive Plan is hereby amended by adopting the Six-Year Capital 
Improvement Program contained in the Capital Facilities Element attached hereto. 

MOVED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Fircrest on the 16th day 
of August, 2016 by the following vote: 

YES: (5) McVay, Foss, Patjens, Halgren, Michaelsen 

NOES: (0) 

ABSENT: (0) 

ABSTAIN: (0) 

 

APPROVED:  
 
 
_____________________________________  
Karen Patjens  
Chair, Fircrest Planning Commission  
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________  
Angelie Stahlnecker     Date  
Planning/Building Administrator 
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Exhibit 3 

 

CITY OF FIRCREST PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

August 16, 2016  Fircrest City Hall 

6:00 PM  115 Ramsdell Street 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Karen Patjens called the regular meeting of the Fircrest Planning Commission to order at 

6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Kathy L. McVay, Jerry Foss. Karen Patjens, Kenneth Halgren, and Arne 

Michaelsen were present. Absent: None. Excused: None. Staff present: Principal Planner Jeff 

Boers and Planning and Building Administrator Angelie Stahlnecker.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes for the meeting of July 11, 2016 were presented for approval. 

 

Moved by Foss and seconded by Michaelsen to approve the minutes. Ayes:  Kathy L. 

McVay, Jerry Foss, Karen Patjens, Kenneth Halgren and Arne Michaelsen.  Noes:  None.  

Absent: None. Excused: None. Motion carried.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Public Hearing – Case 16-10 Marijuana Regulations 

 

Karen Patjens opened the public hearing for Case 16-10, proposed regulations for marijuana uses 

at 6:01 p.m. 

 

Planning and Building Administrator Angelie Stahlnecker presented the staff report for the 

proposal, including the following:  
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 Proposed amendment to the Commercial Mixed Use zone to allow the sale of retail 

marijuana    

 Proposed amendment to the Neighborhood Commercial zone to prohibit all marijuana 

uses 

 The addition of a new section to prohibit marijuana cooperatives in all zones and to 

establish performance standards for marijuana use under new Section 22.58.030 

 The draft recommends a 1000 foot buffer between retails, but the Planning Commission 

could consider a retail limit 

 The draft recognizes the State’s buffers, the Planning Commission could recommend 

reducing those buffers and/or consider a buffer from residential neighborhoods 

 

Patjens invited public comment. 

 

Corbin Edwards, 1576 Woodside Court, stated he would prefer it be banned, but also raised 

concern over odors suffered by adjacent businesses. 

 

Karen Reynolds, 1576 Woodside Court, stated concern over impacts of retail marijuana and 

would like it prohibited. 

 

David Viafore, 1120 Paradise Parkway, stated there was no public testimony in support, 

encouraged the Planning Commission to recommend what they felt was best for the City, and 

suggested they consider making retail marijuana subject to a conditional use permit. 

 

John Bechtholt, 1021 Crestwood Lane, stated he didn’t feel retail marijuana fits with the family 

oriented community, did not support reducing buffers, and worried about the liability for City. 

 

Patjens closed the public hearing at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Discussion included the following: 

 

 Clarification of  what the City Council was requesting the Planning Commission to 

consider 

 The impacts of reducing versus maintaining State buffers 

 Clarification of residential neighborhood buffers 

 Concerns over odors affecting other businesses or pedestrians 

 The draft proposal would require retailers to obtain a medical endorsement 

 Cannot limit to medical marijuana, as a medical marijuana endorsement can only be 

added onto a retail marijuana license  

 The Planning Commission has not received any testimony or comments from proponents 

of retail marijuana 

 Concerns that marijuana uses do not serve the best interest of the City 

 Consideration of requiring a conditional use permit and establishing CUP approval 

criteria for marijuana sales 
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 Concern over banning outright instead of recommending performance standards that 

could limit negative impacts  

 Without any recommendations, marijuana uses would be allowed outright subject to State 

law 

 

Moved by McVay to direct staff to amend the draft resolution to move marijuana retailers 

from Permitted Uses to Conditional Uses in the Commercial Mixed Use. No second. Motion 

died. 

 

Moved by Foss and seconded by Halgren to direct staff to prepare a draft resolution to 

prohibit marijuana uses in all zones. Ayes: Jerry Foss, Kenneth Halgren and Arne 

Michaelsen.  Noes:  Kathy L. McVay and Karen Patjens.  Absent: None. Excused: None. 

Motion carried. 

 

Revised documentation will be brought back at the September 6th meeting for formal action. 

 

2016 Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

 

Karen Patjens opened the public hearing for Case 16-08, 2016 Comprehensive Plan 

Amendments at 6:55 p.m. 

 

Planning and Building Administrator Angelie Stahlnecker presented the staff report for the 

proposal to amend the Comprehensive Plan by updating the Capital Improvement Program in the 

Capital Facilities Element. An amended version was handed out which reflected updates 

submitted by Public Works. 

  

Patjens invited public comment. 

 

No Comments were made. 

 

Patjens closed the public hearing at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Discussion included the following: 

 

 The fluctuation of sewer and water rate revenue listed reflects the portion expected to be 

needed that year, not the total projected revenue. 

 Projected revenues reflect the proposed revenue rate study 

 Does not preclude the City from apply for grants or looking for other revenue sources 

 

Moved by McVay and seconded by Foss to adopt Resolution No. 16-04, a resolution of the 

Planning Commission of the City of Fircrest, Washington recommending adoption of 

amendments to the Capital Facilities Element of the City of Fircrest Comprehensive. Ayes:  

Kathy L. McVay, Jerry Foss, Karen Patjens, Kenneth Halgren and Arne Michaelsen.  

Noes:  None.  Absent: None. Excused: None. Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Foss and seconded by Michaelsen to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  Ayes:  
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Kathy L. McVay, Jerry Foss, Karen Patjens, Kenneth Halgren, and Arne Michaelsen.  

Noes:  None.  Absent: None. Excused: None. Motion carried.  

 

 

       

  Jerry Foss, Planning Commission Vice-Chair 

 

 

        

Angelie Stahlnecker, Planning/Building Administrator 
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Exhibit 4 
 

CITY OF FIRCREST 

ORDINANCE NO. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FIRCREST, WASHINGTON, 

AMENDING ORDINANCE 1569, SECTION 1 AND FMC 23.04.020 

AMENDING THE CITY OF FIRCREST COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

CAPITAL FACILITIES ELEMENT.  

WHEREAS, the City is required to periodically review and update its Comprehensive Plan, as 

needed, to ensure consistency with the Growth Management Act, Puget Sound Regional 

Council VISION 2040 Growth Strategy, and the Pierce County Countywide Planning Policies; 

and  

WHEREAS, the City submitted a Notice of Intent to Adopt to the Washington State 

Department of Commerce on August 11, 2016, which was issued to state agencies for a 60-

day comment period as required pursuant to RCW 36A.70 RCW; and 

WHEREAS, the City issued a Determination of Environmental Nonsignificance for the 

2016 Amendments to the Fircrest Comprehensive Plan on August 3, 2016 with a 14-day 

comment period ending August 16, 2016, and no adverse comments were received; and 

WHEREAS, the Fircrest Planning Commission is authorized, under Section 23.08.110 

FMC, to study, promulgate, develop and update coordinated plans, including a 

Comprehensive Plan, for the physical development of the city as deemed necessary in the 

interest of the public health, safety, morals and the general welfare of the community; and to 

such end it may make recommendations to the City Council regarding the regulations of and 

restrictions on the use of land, the location, construction and use of buildings, and other 

related matters which are or might properly be incorporated into city ordinances dealing with 

zoning, building, plats and subdivisions, parks and annexation; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on August 16, 2016 to 

accept public testimony and comment on the proposed amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission adopted the following findings in support of 

approval of the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments, in consideration of the factors 

listed in Section 23.06.070 FMC, prior to final action: 

1. The proposed capital facilities amendments are consistent with Capital Facilities Goal 

CF1, to provide and maintain adequate public facilities to meet the needs of existing 

and new development and Goal CF4, to provide needed public facilities within the 

City’s ability to fund or within the City’s authority to require others to provide. 

2. The proposed capital facility amendments address capital improvements that are fully 

contained within Fircrest jurisdiction and are not inconsistent with plans for adjacent 

jurisdictions or countywide planning policies. 
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3. The proposed capital facility amendments do not conflict with existing elements or 

policies. 

4. No changes to the existing land use designations are being proposed.  

5. The proposed amendments support a continuation of existing policies and provides 

consistency with other planning documents. 

6. The proposed amendments address future projections, are consistent with Fircrest 

citizens’ vision for the future, and will be in the public interest. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a public hearing on September 27, 2016, to accept 

public testimony and comment on the proposed amendments; Now, Therefore,  

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FIRCREST DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Ordinance 1569, §1, and FMC 23.04.020 are hereby amended to read as follows: 

The 2016 amendments to the Fircrest Comprehensive Plan as shown in Exhibit “A” attached 

to Ordinance No. _____, and incorporated in this section by reference, are hereby adopted 

pursuant to the Growth Management Act, Chapter 36.70A RCW, and codified within this 

title.  

Section 2. Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this title shall be held 

to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 

unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, 

sentence, clause or phrase of this title. 

Section 3. Publication and Effective Date.  A summary of this ordinance consisting of its 

title shall be published in the official newspaper of the city.  This ordinance shall be effective 

five (5) days after such publication. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FIRCREST, WASHINGTON, 

at a regular meeting thereof this 11th day of October 2016. 

 

                                                                    APPROVED: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

    Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

 Lisa Keely, City Clerk 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

 Michael B. Smith, City Attorney 

 

 

 Publication Date:   

 Effective Date:   
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Exhibit A 
 

Draft Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan 
Capital Facilities Element 

September 27, 2016 
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Transportation Facility Improvements            

Revenues 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
 

TOTAL 
2024-2036 20 Year 

Total 

The following revenue sources may be available to the City to 
be used for part or all of the Capital Appropriations identified 

      
  

   

Light Funds from the sale of the Light Utility 50,000 50,000 50,000      150,000  150,000 

Property Tax 0 00 0         

Real Estate Excise Tax- To be used as deemed necessary by 
the City Council to fund improvements 

50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 
 

350,000 700,000 1,050,000 

State/Federal Grant 
 

539,000 
1,592,000 560,000 624,000 648,000 320,000 

  4,283,000 
 

1,760,000 
6,043,000 

 

Local Match Funds for Grants – From REET or Rate Revenue 31,000 
 

248,000 
140,000 156,000 102,000 80,000 

  757,000 
 

440,000 
1,197,000 

 

Utility Funds for grind and overlay with utility work          500,000 500,000 

Developer Contributions          1,000,000 1,000,000 

Total Revenues 
670,000 

 
1,940,000 800,000 830,000 800,000 450,000 50,000 

 5,540,000 

 
4,400,000 

9,940,000 

 

            

Capital Appropriations 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2013 
 

TOTAL 
2024-2036 20 Year 

Total 

1. Major Pavement Patching: Citywide 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000  350,000 700,000 1,050,000 

2. Alameda Avenue: Regents Blvd to Columbia St/South 19th 230,000        230,000  230,000 

3. Alameda Avenue: Greenway to Regents Blvd   1,840,000     
  

1,840,000  1,840,000 

4. Alameda Avenue: Emerson to Rosewood Ln (curb, gutter, 
sidewalk on east side, bike lane designation) 

 
 

450,000    
  

450,000  450,000 

5. Alameda Avenue: 42nd to Emerson (curb, gutter, and 
sidewalk on west side, and bike lane designation) 

  
250,000    

  
250,000  250,000 

6. 44th Street: 67th Ave to 62nd Ave (curb gutter and 
sidewalk on north side) 

   
400,000   

  
400,000  400,000 

7. Regents: Alameda Ave to 67th Ave (grind and overlay)    0 750,000    750,000  750,000 

8. Emerson Street: Alameda Avenue to Woodside Drive 
(planter strip and sidewalk on south side) 

   
380,000   

  
380,000  380,000 

9. Emerson – Woodside to 67th (Retaining walls and entry 
islands) 

   
  400,000 

  
400,000  400,000 

10. Traffic Signal Safety Improvement Program – 340,000        340,000  340,000 



3 of 94 

 

signalization Improvements 

11. LED Street Light Replacement 50,000 50,000 50,000      150,000  150,000 

12. Grind and Overlay: Various City Streets          1,500,000 1,500,000 

13. Sidewalk Gap Completion and Replacement          950,000 950,000 

14. Regents Blvd. and Alameda Avenue (channelization and 
restriping for bike lanes shared facilities) 

      
  

 250,000 250,000 

15. New development roadway improvements          1,000,000 1,000,000 

Total Capital Appropriations 
670,000 

 
1,940,000 800,000 830,000 800,000 450,000 50,000 

 5,540,000 

 
4,400,000 

9,940,000 
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Sewer Facility Improvements         

Revenues 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL 

The following revenue sources may be available to the City to 
be used for part or all of the Capital Appropriations identified. 

        

Sewer Rate Revenue 
 

371,000 
346,000 341,000 471,000 271,000 446,000 325,550 

2,571,550 
 

Real Estate Excise Tax - To be used as deemed necessary 
by the City Council to fund improvements 

       0 

Public Works Trust Fund Loan        0 

Washington State Department of Ecology Loan        0 

Capital Contributions - Tap Fees 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 28,000 

Bond Issue         

Total Revenues 
375,000 

 
350,000 345,000 475,000 275,000 450,000 329,550 

2,599,550 
 

         

Capital Appropriations 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL 

1. Drake Street Lift station upgrades  300,000      300,000 

2. Alameda Lift station upgrades 350,000       350,000 

3. 44th (Fordham) lift station upgrades   75,000     75,000 

4. Estate Place Lift station roadway/generator/control panel   100,000     100,000 

5. Condition 4 repair evaluation 25,000       25,000  

6. Crestwood Lane (Cond 4)  50,000      50,000 

7. 200 Block Alameda; 45th St Ct (Cond. 4)   170,000     170,000 

8. 1000 Block Fairway/Electron (Cond. 4)    475,000    475,000 

9. 900 Block Alameda (Cond. 4)     275,000   275,000 

10. 400 Block Contra Costa (Cond. 4)      450,000  450,000 

11. 300 Block Contra Costa  (Cond. 4)       175,000 175,000 

12. 200 Block Contra Costa (Cond. 4)       154,550 154,550 

Total Capital Appropriations 
375,000 

 
350,000 345,000 475,000 275,000 450,000 329,550 

2,599,550 
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Stormwater Management Facility Improvements    

Revenues 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL 

The following revenue sources may be available to the City to 
be used for part or all of the Capital Appropriations identified.  

      
 

 

Rate Revenues 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 140,000 

Real Estate Excise Tax - To be used as deemed necessary by 
the City Council to fund improvements 

      
 

 

WSDOE grants monies 225,000 225,000 225,000 225,000 225,000 108,750  1,233,750 

Local Match Funds for Grants – From REET or Rate Revenue 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 75,000 36,250  411,250 

Total Revenues 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 165,000 20,000 1,785,000 

       
 

  

Capital Appropriations 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL 

1. Upgrades to existing stormwater conveyance and treatment 
system 

20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 140,000 

2. Storm Water Quality outfall projects, SQ1 to SQ11 (2 per yr.) 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 300,000 145,000  1,645,000 

Total Capital Appropriations 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 165,000 20,000 1,785,000 
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Water Facility Improvements         

Revenues 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL 

The following revenue sources may be available to the City 
to be used for part or all of the Capital Appropriations 
identified.  

        

Rate Revenues 
 

421,000 
196,000 

 
271,000 

86,000 86,000 41,000 41,000 
1,142,000 

 

Real Estate Excise Tax - To be used as deemed necessary 
by the City Council to fund improvements 

      
 

 

Capital Contributions - Tap Fees 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 28,000 

Bond Issue         

Local Match Funds for Grants – From REET or Rate 
Revenue 

      
 

 

Total Revenues 
 

425,000 
200,000 

 
275,000 

90,000 90,000 45,000 45,000 1,170,000 

         

Capital Appropriations 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL 

1.  8" Water Main on Ramsdell Ave from Alta Vista to 
Contra Costa 

 
425,000 

      
425,000 

 

2. Recoat exterior of the "High Tank" reservoir  200,000      200,000 

3.  12" Water Main on Summit Ave from Princeton St to 
Columbia St 

  
 

275,000 
    

275,000 
 

4. 8" Water Main on Farallone from Stanford Street to 
Golden Gate Avenue 

   45,000    45,000 

5. 8" Water Main on Eldorado Avenue from Princeton St to 
Columbia St 

   45,000    45,000 

6. 8" Water Main Replacement of Old & Undersized Mains     90,000 45,000 45,000 180,000 

Total Capital Appropriations 
425,00060

0 
 

200,000 
275,000 

 
90,000 90,000 45,000 45,000 

1,170,000 
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Parks and Recreation Improvements        

Revenues 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL 

The following revenue sources may be available to 
the City to be used for part or all of the Capital 
Appropriations identified.  

      
 

 

State/Federal Grants  532,800 0 0 540,000    $1,072,800 

General Fund 0        

General Obligation Bonds 0  3,062,200 23,291,000  167,000  26,520,200 

Donations 0        

Real Estate Excise Tax - To be used as deemed 
necessary by the City Council to fund improvements 

0      
 

 

Local Match Funds for Grants (44th & Alameda fund) 59,200   60,000    $119,200 

Total Revenues 592,000  3,062,200 23,891,000  167,000  $27,712,200.00 

         

Capital Appropriations 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL 

1. Fircrest Park Parking and Pathways  377,000       $377,000 

2. Tot Lot Paved Paths and Parking (grant 2017) 215,000       $215,000 

3. Tot Lot Restroom Shelter   324,000     $324,000 

4. Tot Lot Improvements   218,200     $218,200 

5. Fircrest Park Sports Fields Improvements   1,320,000     $1,320,000 

6. Fircrest Park Playground Development   1,200,000     $1,200,000 

7. Whittier Park Drainage Improvements     600,000    $600,000 

8. Masko Park Misc. Improvements    131,000    $131,000 

9. Alice Peers Park Reader Board    60,000    $60,000 

10. Whittier Park Lighting and Electrical    600,000    $600,000 

11. Masko Park Landscape & Irrigation      130,000  $130,000 

12. Concrete Stair/Walk Connections to City Hall      37,000  $37,000 

13. Recreation Center Renovation/Replacement    9,500,000    $9,500,000 

14. Fircrest Park Pool Replacement    13,000,000    $13,000,000 

Total Capital Appropriations $592,000  $3,062,200 $23,891,000  $167,000  $27,712,200.00 
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FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL AGENDA SUMMARY 

 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: September 27, 2016 

SUBJECT:    Boulevard of Remembrance 

 

FROM:    Rick Rosenbladt, City Manager 
 

Reviewed by:_______City Manager  _______Finance Director  _______City Attorney 

 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION:  I move to adopt Resolution No. _________ supporting the naming 

of the Remembrance Corridor, the placement of an historical marker, and the ongoing 

efforts to preserve the surviving trees. 
 
 

PROPOSAL:  Council is being asked to support the naming of the “Remembrance Corridor,” the 

placement of an historical marker, and the on-going efforts to preserve the surviving trees.  

Representative Muri is going through the formal Washington Transportation Commission naming 

process, which requires gathering support from community leaders and legislators.  Many have 

responded and the Transportation Commission is satisfied to see all the support.    
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  None to the City of Fircrest. 
 

ADVANTAGES:  With enough support, this memorialization would be installed alongside a 

stretch of highway running through Joint Base Lewis McChord and the many communities that 

are home to our military and veterans. 
 

DISADVANTAGES:  None. 
 

ALTERNATIVES:  The City could choose to not support the Boulevard of Remembrance. 

 

HISTORY:    Recently, a 92 year old constituent requested assistance in fulfilling Pierce County 

Resolution R89-164.  This 1989 resolution was part of a significant historical preservation effort 

undertaken by our county leaders to preserve surviving trees on I-5 that were planted in 1928 to 

honor and commemorate our fallen World War I Veterans, organizations, and women who 

contributed to the war effort.  However, part of the resolution was never completed.  According to 

the resolution, in section 1 and 2, the WSDOT was requested to: 
  

 preserve and maintain the surviving trees along the “Boulevard of Remembrance” located 

appx. 6 miles along I-5, from Ponders corner and Ft. Lewis, to the Nisqually River and  

 place a substantial marker describing the importance of the memorial.    
   

Representative Muri has been working with constituents and WSDOT to complete this 

memorialization.  WSDOT reviewed this project and is making room to install some sort of 

signage, in dedication to this resolution.  It is significant to see this specific memorialization 

alongside a stretch of highway that runs through Joint Base Lewis McChord and the many 

communities that are home to our military and veterans.  This signage will start on I-5 at mile post 

116 (Mounts Road exit) to mile post 125 (McChord exit).     
   

Attachments: Resolution 
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CITY OF FIRCREST 

RESOLUTION NO. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

FIRCREST, WASHINGTON, SUPPORTING THE NAMING OF THE 

REMEMBRANCE CORRIDOR, THE PLACEMENT OF AN 

HISTORICAL MARKER, AND THE ON-GOING EFFORTS TO 

PRESERVE THE SURVIVING TREES 

  
WHEREAS, in 1928, the Tacoma Garden Club established a plan to commemorate those who 

served in World War I; and  

 

WHEREAS, individual citizens and organizations in Pierce County funded the placement of 

500 northern scarlet, English, and red oak trees; and  

 

WHEREAS, this tree-lined memorial boulevard was planted along the Pacific Highway (now 

I-5) from the Nisqually River to Ponders Station; and  

 

WHEREAS, each tree memorializes an individual, organization, or military unit that served 

during World War I; and 

 

WHEREAS, many of the trees are visibly marked by a copper plaque set in stone recording the 

name of the honored person or organization; and  

 

WHEREAS, those honored and commemorated represented all areas of the nation; and  

 

WHEREAS, on March 16, 1928, the “Boulevard of Remembrance” was formally dedicated by 

local and state leaders; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the decades that followed, a large portion of the memorial was destroyed by 

expanding roadways and freeway construction, thereby reducing the number of trees on the 

“Boulevard of Remembrance” from 500 to 66; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the 1980s, a group of local preservationists, including Charlotte Medlock (b. 

1925), waged a successful campaign to save the 66 surviving trees; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 1989, Pierce County Resolution R89-164 recognized the importance of 

preserving the “Boulevard of Remembrance” as a visible commemoration of the sacrifices 

many bore in the defense of our nation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the 66 remaining trees located along I-5, from the Nisqually River to Ponders 

Corner and Fort Lewis, continue to honor our World War I veterans, organizations, and other 

individuals who contributed to the war effort; and  

 

WHEREAS, this stretch of highway runs through Joint Base Lewis McChord and communities 

which are home to many military members and veterans, and  
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WHEREAS, through a collaborative effort of local and state leaders, a request has been made 

to the Washington State Department of Transportation to officially name the area of I-5 from 

mile post 116 (Mounts Road exit), to mile post 125 (McChord exit) the “Remembrance 

Corridor;” and 

 

WHEREAS, a further request has been made for the placement of a “Remembrance Corridor” 

sign at the entrance of this area, as well as a historical marker, accessible for public viewing, 

describing the history and significance of the memorial; and 

 

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives of the state of Washington supports the naming of 

the “Remembrance Corridor,” the placement of an historical marker, and the on-going efforts 

to preserve the surviving trees;  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FIRCREST:                                            

 

Section 1.  The City of Fircrest supports the naming of the “Remembrance Corridor,” the 

placement of an historical marker, and the on-going efforts to preserve the surviving trees. 

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

FIRCREST, WASHINGTON, at a regular meeting thereof this 27th day of September 

2016. 

 

                                                                          APPROVED 

       

 

_________________________                                                                                     

Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________   

Lisa Keely, City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Michael B. Smith, City Attorney  
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