CITY OF FIRCREST PLANNING COMMISSION
RESCHEDULED REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

May 11, 2015 Fircrest City Hall
6:00 PM 115 Ramsdell Street
CALL TO ORDER

Chair Karen Patjens called the rescheduled regular meeting of the Fircrest Planning Commission
to order at 6:01 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Commissioners Kathy L. McVay, Jerry Foss, Karen Patjens and Kenneth Halgren were present.
Absent: None. Excused: Jim Otness. Staff present: Principal Planner Jeff Boers and Permit
Coordinator/Code Compliance Officer Angelie Stahlnecker.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the regular meeting of April 7, 2015 were presented for approval.
Moved by Foss and seconded McVay by to approve the minutes. Ayes: Kathy L. McVay,

Jerry Foss, Karen Patjens and Kenneth Halgren. Noes: None. Absent: None. Excused:
Jim Otness. Motion carried.

CONTINUING BUSINESS

2015 GMA Update — Development Regulation

Principal Planner Jeff Boers introduced the draft development regulations that are proposed to be
adopted with the Comprehensive Plan Update. This is a requirement of the Growth Management
Update to ensure development regulations consistent with State laws that may have changed
since the last amendments and that they are consistent with any changes made in the
Comprehensive Plan.

Discussion included the following:

e The addition of family group homes as a permitted use in all zones that allow residential
units which is a requirement of State and Federal law.

e The addition of floor area ratio (FAR) as a development regulation is response to
community concerns over infill developments on smaller lots are significantly larger than
adjacent homes.

The suggestion of .35 as the maximum ratio of floor area to lot size.

e Detached garages, basements, and unusable attic space may be exempt from the FAR
calculations.

e Consideration of disincentives, like higher fees for larger homes, instead of limitations.
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FAR would still allow expansions for most homes.

The right of a property owner to design the size of the house they wish to build.

The housing trend seems to be larger houses with smaller yards.

Agreement by the Planning Commission to consider an FAR of .40.

Recommendation to add articulation element requirements for long walls. The method
improves visual appearance, but also allows flexibility in design.

The requirements for articulation and exterior wall modulation would be for all elevations.
Many of these proposals have been initiated by concerns from the City Council and
residents.

The combining of the Community Commercial District and the Community Office District
into one new Commercial Mixed Use.

The replacement of the 20% limitation on non-retail for Community Commercial parcels
with a requirement for 75% of ground floor building area within 250 feet of the right-of-
way.

The proposal to require properties undergoing substantial improvements to upgrade refuse
and recycling facilities to current standards.

Changes to the home occupation standards that create a third category for computer/home-
office-based business.

The recommpe ation to lower some of the parking requirements and let the market
determin?%is required for that development.

The recommendation to change approval of larger accessory structures from the planning
commission through a conditional use permit to staff level through an administrative
review process. It would lower the cost for the applicant.

Regulations for adult entertainment establishments will need to be re-examined if the
Commercial Mixed Use Designation is approved.

Moved by Foss and seconded by McVay to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. Ayes: Kathy
L. McVay, Jerry Foss Karen Patjens and Kenneth Halgren. Noes: None. Absent: None.

Excused: Jim Otness. Motion carried. \/l 4 %}W
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