
Burglary Prevention 

Each year in the U.S. there are more than five million home burglaries.  Nine out of ten of 
these crimes are preventable.  The risk of being burglarized can be greatly reduced by 
taking simple steps to make your home more difficult to enter and less enticing to would-be 
burglars. 

  Remember the greatest weapons in the fight 
to prevent burglaries are light, time and noise. 

 

Light 
 Make sure that exterior lights are mounted out of reach so that burglars can’t 

easily unscrew bulbs. 
 Consider buying motion-sensitive lights which are now available at relatively low 

prices. 
 Use a variable light timer to activate lights inside your home.  
 Trim trees and shrubs near doors and windows so burglars can’t hide in the 

shadows. 
 

Time 
 
Make it time-consuming for a burglar to break into your home by: 
 Installing deadbolt locks on all exterior doors.  
 Placing additional locks on all windows and patio doors. 
 Keep door locked even if you are home. 

 

Noise 
 Get a dog.  You don’t need a large attack dog: even a small dog creates a  

disturbance that burglars would prefer to avoid.  
 Consider having someone care for your dog(s) in your home while you’re away 

instead of boarding them.  
 If you can afford it, install an alarm system that will alert neighbors of a burglar’s 

presence. 
 

Other tips to prevent break-ins: 

 Think like a burglar.  “Case” your home the way a burglar would and look for easy ways to enter 
your home. 

 Be sure valuables such as guns, electronic devices and artwork are not visible from the street. 
 Be sure to lock up ladders and tools which could be used to break into your home. 
 Keep all garage doors closed and locked. 
 Work together with your neighbors.  Organize a Neighborhood Watch and let your neighbors know 

when you will be away for an extended period. 
 While on vacation, have someone pick up your newspapers and mail so that they do not 

accumulate and alert burglars of you absence. 
 Display your house number conspicuously and have it well illuminated.  This will help police and 

emergency personnel find your home quickly. 



 

Just in Case: 
 
Sometimes, all your efforts won’t stop a determined burglar.  It’s wise to take some precautions that will 
help you get your property back should a criminal successfully break into your home: 
 
 Make a list of your belongings (be sure to keep receipts, especially for expensive items like stereos 

and computers).  Be sure to update this list periodically. 
 Keep copies of your inventory list and receipts in a safe deposit box or with a friend.  (This is also 

important in the event of a house fire.) 
 Photographing and/or videotaping your possessions is a convenient way to keep a record of what 

you own. 
 Engrave your valuables with an identification or mark to deter burglary and to prove ownership 

should the article be stolen and recovered by the police.  (The Fircrest Police Department will 
check one out to you.) 

 Be sure you have the right coverage.  You may need to purchase additional coverage to protect 
special items like expensive jewelry or rare antiques. 

 If you don’t own your home, seriously consider buying a renter’s policy.  Your landlord will generally 
not be responsible for your possessions.  Rental coverage is available at competitive rates and 
these policies also offer important protection against liability and losses due to fire or storm 
damage. 

 

 
If Your Home Is Broken Into: 
 
If you come home to find an unexplained open/broken window or door: 
 

 Do not enter – the perpetrator may still be inside. 
 Use a neighbor’s phone to call 9-1-1. 
 Do not touch anything or clean up until the police have inspected for evidence. 
 Write down the license plate numbers of any suspicious vehicles. 
 Note the descriptions of any suspicious persons. 
 

If you see anything unusual or someone that appears out of place in your neighborhood please call 9-1-1.  
A common theme among burglars is to knock or ring on a residence door and if no one answers they will 
proceed to break into the home.  If someone answers, they may ask if someone (a made up name) lives at 
the residence or they may say they are selling something yet they have nothing to sell with them.  If this 
happens to you, please call 9-1-1 right away.  Solicitors should always have a license from the City with 
them. 
 
We rely on our citizens to be the eyes and ears of our department and encourage you to trust your instincts 
and call 9-1-1 to report any suspicious activity in your neighborhood. 
 
Thanks for your partnership and if you have any questions please feel free to call us at 565-1198.  Also, 
talk to us about setting a block watch in your neighborhood.  Our business hours are 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Monday through Friday. 


