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OPICS

The City of Fircrest

MAYOR(S MESSAGE

Why No Library
in Fircrest?

ometimes | hear the comment, AWhat
Fircrest really needs is its own libraryo.

While a library would be a nice addition to
our community there are reasons why that hasnot
happened in the past and why it is unlikely to
happen any time soon.

Currently Fircrest residents can purchase a
Tacoma Public Library card to utilize any of the
libraryés branches. Residents can receive reim-
bursement from the City of Fircrest for the cost
of the Tacoma Public Library card. This system
has worked well for a number of years and hun-
dreds of Fircrest residents have taken advantage
of it. The City had a similar agreement with
the Pierce County Library District but Pierce
County Library ended that arrangement several
years ago. Fircrest residents can still use Pierce
County libraries but they cangt check items out.

One of the main drawbacks for Fircrest resi-
dents who buy a Tacoma Public Library card is
they have to travel to a branch library outside of

Fircrest. It has been suggested that if Fircrest
annexed into the Pierce County Library District
residents could use their branch libraries and
that the Pierce County Library District might
build a branch in Fircrest. The truth is librar-
ies are expensive to build and operate. There
would be no guarantee a branch would be built
in Fircrest if we joined their library district.

Joining the Pierce County Library District
would require an election for residents to vote
whether to annex into the district. If approved,
this would add a library tax levy and would not
include the cost for construction, maintenance
and operation of a branch library. This also
would put the City closer to the maximum
property tax levy collection amount. If the
maximum is reached then revenues will be
restricted which, in turn, could have an impact
on the Cityés ability to provide other services to
the public.

While a library in Fircrest would no doubt be
popular with residents, unfortunately it is out of
the Cityots reach.

Kathy L. McVay

COUNCIL I
POSITIONS

UP FOR ELECTION s
Four positions on the

Fircrest City Council are up
for election in fall 2009. The
filing period for candidates
to register with the Pierce County Auditorts
Office is June 1-5.

The top two vote-getters in the August 18,
2009, primary election advance to the November
3 General Election.

Open positions and incumbents are:
Position 1 T Matthew Jolibois
Position 2 T Chris Gruver
Position 6 T Hans Hechtman
Position 7 T Kathy L. McVay

For information about the election or candi-
dacy requirements, contact the Pierce County
Auditorfs Office at (253) 798-7427 or go to
their website www.co.pierce.wa.us/pc/abtus/
ourorg/aud/

COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Contributions are being accepted at City Hall for the 2009 Community
Sponsorship Program. Donations provide funding for the hanging flower
baskets along Regents Boulevard and the fireworks show at Fircrest Fun
Days. Names of contributors will be published in the July edition of Town

Topics.




FIRCREST
CITY
COUNCIL

Kathy L. McVay
(Mayor)

Chris Gruver
Hans Hechtman

Matthew Jolibois

Robert Thaden
(Mayor Pro Tempore)

David M. Viafore

Mike Weinman

The Fircrest City Council
meets the second and
fourth Tuesday of the
month at 7 p.m. in the

Council Chambers at City
Hall. The Council con-

ducts study sessions the
third Monday of the month
at 6 p.m. in the Council

Chambers at Fircrest City

Hall. Council meetings and
study sessions are open to
the public.

FIRCREST POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

The City of Fircrest is seeking an individual
to replace R.M. fiMartyo Erdahl, who is resign-
ing from the Police Civil Service Commission to
pursue other interests. The City thanks him for
his 17 years of loyal and dedicated service.

Commissioners must be U.S. citizens, a
resident of Fircrest for three years preceding
appointment, and a registered voter of Pierce
County. Terms are for six years in the unpaid
position. The three-member commission meets
the first Monday of each month. The duties
include approving police payroll certifications,
conducting hearings and investigations, hearing
appeals, providing for competitive tests and cer-
tifying eligibility lists. Appointments are made
by the City Manager with approval by the City
Council. Interested persons should contact City
Manager Bill Brandon at 564-8901.

OFFICER OF THE YEAR

Fircrest Police Officer Bob
Deal has been selected by fellow
officers and staff as the 2008
Officer of the Year, the third con-
secutive year he has been select-
ed for the honor. Officer Deal
has been with the Fircrest Police
Department for about five years. A plaque pre-
sented to Officer Deal is displayed on the wall at
the police station.

Bob Deal

Garbage Not Picked Up?

There are a number of reasons why the gar-
bage collector, Westside Disposal, might pass by
without picking up and emptying your garbage
container.

A Garbage was put out on the wrong week (bi-
weekly customers).

A Account delinquent.

A Garbage container overflowing (charge for
extra bag $6.10)

A Garbage container put out too late.

A Container placed too far away from curb (must
be within 5 feet of curb for mechanical han-
dling).

Call Westside Disposal at 564-3212 or
564-3215 if you have questions about garbage/
recycling and yard waste collection.

HOLIDAY CLOSURES

Fircrest City Hall, the Community Center and
other City facilities will be closed on Monday,
May 25, in observance of Memorial Day, and on
Friday, July 3, for Independence Day.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Mark your calendars
for the annual National
Night Out crime preven-
tion event on Tuesday, Aug.
4,6 p.m., at Fircrest Park.
Informative displays and
fun activities are being planned for people of
all ages. Call the Police Department at 565-
1198 for information.

SAFE RIDERS PROGRAM

Fircrest Police Department again is teaming
up with Subway sandwich shops to sponsor a
safe-rider program for children. Children who
are seen riding their bikes safely and wearing a
helmet can be issued a safe-rider certificate by
a Fircrest police officer. The certificates can be
taken to a Subway shop for a free sandwich.

PLEASE DRIVE SLOWLY,
WATCH FOR CHILDREN

Now that spring is here, motorists are asked to
drive slowly through neighborhoods and be alert
for children walking or riding bikes. Children, as
well as adults are required by City ordinance to
wear a helmet while riding a bicycle.

TACOMA FIRE DEPARTMENT

Alarm Yourself
With Smoke Alarms

Roughly 70 percent of home fire deaths result
from fires in homes with no working smoke
alarm. Smoke alarms are one of the great
safety success stories of the 20th century T but
only when theyore working properly.

Where do | install my smoke alarms?
For optimal coverage, install alarms on every
level of your home and in all bedrooms.

How do | keep them working?

Replace the 9-volt battery annually and keep
them clean by dusting or vacuuming occasion-
ally. We recommend upgrading to a new style
of alarm that comes with a 10 year lithium-ion
battery and does not require you to change the
battery for the life of the alarm. Alarms more
than 10 years old should be replaced.

As always, protect yourself from fire by hav-
ing working smoke alarms and create and
practice a family escape plan. For additional
information about smoke alarms visit us at
www.tacomafiredepartment.org.
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