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The City of Fircrest

Public Hearings Nov. 10 & 24
on 2010 Preliminary Budget

The City Council has set two public hear-
ings where Fircrest residents can comment on
the 2010 Preliminary Budget. The hearings
are Nov. 10 and 24, 7:15 p.m., at City Hall.

The Council has been working hard this fall
reviewing the preliminary budget prepared by
the City Manager and staff. This year’s budget
task is particularly difficult because of reduced
outside revenues. Total revenue is projected
to be $200,000 less in 2010 than in 2009. In
order to balance the budget, expenditures
had to be cut accordingly. Council directed
staff to prepare a budget in which the neces-
sary reductions would not be felt by residents.

There are no cost-of-living allowances bud-
geted for non-represented employees. The City
is limited to a 1 percent increase in property
tax revenue, while costs are rising much faster
than 1 percent, according to City Manager Bill
Brandon. Medical insurance premiums for em-
ployees are increasing by 10 percent in 2010.

Brandon also noted in his budget message to
the Council that actual revenues and expenditures
may vary from budgeted projections because of
unanticipated economic, legislative or operational
events that may occur. The preliminary budget is
available for residents to review at City Hall and
on the City’s website at www.cityoffircrest.net.

MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Fall is a busy time of the year for the City
Council as we review, discuss and approve
the City budget for the following year.
This year the task is especially difficult since we
face significant reductions in revenue in 2010. The
revenue shortfall is a result of reduction and in some
cases elimination of outside funding sources, such
as investment interest revenue, and the restriction
of 1 percent on property tax revenue increases.
The revenue reductions have forced us to take a
thorough look at all of the City’s expenditures and
make some tough decisions. Our goal is to main-
tain the existing level of City services and minimize
the impact of the revenue shortfalls on residents.
The Preliminary Budget maintains our parks
programs and events, reimbursements for library
fees charged by the City of Tacoma, publication
of the Town Topics newsletter, and other popu-
lar programs and services enjoyed by residents.
If you have ideas and suggestions about
City services and spending, we’d love to hear
them. You can speak out at public hearings
on the budget on Nov. 10 and Nov. 24 dur-
ing the City Council meetings at City Hall.
Residents can also contact any Council
member or the City Manager direct-
ly with your thoughts about the budget.
Kathy L. McVay

Mayor

Guess Who's Coming to Town

Police Department staff and othe volunteers will escort Santa through Fircrest:
* Wed, Dec. 16 — Santa will be in the north part of Fircrest making stops at Vil-
lage Square at 6 p.m. and Alice Peers Park at 7 p.m.

® Thurs., Dec. 17 — Santa will be in the southern part of town, stopping at the
Community Center at 6 p.m. and Whittier School at 6:45 p.m. Hot chocolate

will be available at Santa’s Whittier stop.

Tacoma Fire Department will tour Fircrest with Santa riding on a fire engine:

e Sat., Dec. 19 — Regents to Columbia and Orchard to Mildred.

¢ Sun., Dec. 20 — 44th St. W to 35th St and Rosewood Lane and Alameda to 67th Ave. W
* Mon., Dec. 21 — Annapolis to City limits on the south side and from Orchard to Alameda.
* Tuesday, Dec. 22 — Annapolis to Regents and Orchard to 67th Ave W.



PAGE 2

FIRCREST
CITY
_COUNCIL

Kathy L. McVay
(Mayor)

Chris Gruver
Hans Hechtman
Matthew Jolibois
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David M. Viafore
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The Fircrest City Council
meets the second and fourth
Tuesday of the month at 7
p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall. The Council
conducts study sessions the
third Monday of the month at
6 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall. Council
meetings and study sessions
are open to the public.

PUBLIC WORKS

RELOCATION OF BACKYARD
SEWER MAINS PROJECT
This is an update on the status of the City’s Relo-
cation of Backyard Sewer Mains Project, and its
impact on sewer rates.

The City’s original plan was to fund the pro-
posed project through a State Public Works Trust
Fund (PWTF) Construction Loan, which would
have a 0.5% interest rate. However, because of the
State’s budgetary problem the Legislature took all
of the funds away from the PWTF loan program
for the 2009-2010 biennium. We continue to hope
the Legislature will reinstate funding of the PWTF
loan programs in the 2011-2012 biennium, but this
is uncertain at this time.

Because of the need to replace the worst of the
backyard sewer mains as soon as possible, the City
is now looking at other sources of construction
funding.

In December the City will submit two applica-
tions for State Revolving Fund (SRF) loans to
relocate/replace the most critical segments of the
sewer system, mostly north of Regents Boulevard.
One will be for $5.4 million for construction of
approximately 4,900 feet of new sewer mains and
the relocation of side sewer services at 48 homes.
The design of this project will be completed by
December 1. The second will be for the design and
construction of another 6,600 feet of new sewer
mains and the relocation of side sewer services at
120 homes with an estimated construction cost of
$5 million.

We will not know until June of next year
whether or not we have been successful in obtain-
ing one or both of the requested SRF loans. If we
are successful construction on the project would

likely begin in the summer of 2010.

In August 2008 the City received a $1 mil-
lion PWTF pre-construction loan for the design
of a portion of the overall project. To obtain a
0.5% interest rate on this loan the City commit-
ted $180,000 of Real Estate Excise Tax funds to
provide the required 15% local match.

This loan has a five-year term, to be paid off
over the last four years of the loan at $250,000
plus interest each year. The first year’s payment
was an interest-only payment.

In August 2008 the City raised sewer rates $4
per month to begin to develop funds to meet the
debt service requirement of the loan. To meet the
debt service on the $1 million pre-construction loan
an $8 per month sewer rate increase was neces-
sary.

On August 1st of this year the City raised sewer
rates another $8 per month; $4 of this increase is
required to meet the debt service requirements of
the pre-construction loan. Another $2 of the in-
crease is intended to begin providing funds to meet
the debt service requirements on future financing
for construction of the project. The last $2 of the
increase is intended to begin providing funds to
accomplish another $3 million of sewer replace-
ment needs not associated with the Relocation of
Backyard Sewer Mains Project.

Future rate increases will be required to meet
the debt service requirements of loans that will be
necessary to fund the construction of the project.
The amounts and timing of future rate increases
are not known at this time and will be dependent
on the amount of construction undertaken and the
terms of construction loans obtained by the City.

BUSINESS LICENSE PARTNERSHIP

The City of Fircrest is partnering with the Depart-
ment of Licensing’s Master License Service (MLS)
which will allow “one-stop shopping” for businesses
when maintaining or renewing many state and city
licenses. This service saves travel time, wait time,
and bookkeeping costs. For the City of Fircrest,
it means fewer resources will have to be found to
handle the paperwork part of our licensing process.
Local businesses and contractors are still wel-
come to come into City Hall to process business
license applications. (Payments must be in the
form of a check made payable to Washington
State Treasurer.) New or expanding busi-
nesses will also be able to apply for their city
license online along with other state and local
licenses that are in the system. Visit www.dol.
wa.gov/business/cities/fircrest.html. Remember,

home occupations permits are still required for
business being conducted out of a residence;
please contact the City for more information.

For businesses who have a current City of Fir-
crest business license, the Master License Service
will send you a license renewal form six weeks
before your current license expiration date. Follow
the instructions on the renewal notice. This first
MLS renewal may be prorated for less than a year
in order to change your current city license expira-
tion date to match with the expiration date MLS
already has for your business in their system. A $9
renewal processing fee accompanies the Fircrest
business license fee. This fee helps cover the cost
of running the MLS system, which includes staff
for data entry, as well as the printing and mailing
of renewals.
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Administration/Finance

564-8901

Public Works
564-8900
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Police (business)
565-1198

Fire (non-emergency)
565-1198

Police/Fire Emergency
911

Community Center
564-8177

Municipal Court
564-8922

Quake Was Only a Drill. . .This Time

It's 9:15 a.m. on October 21, 2009, ....the
ground is rumbling....pictures start mov-
ing....plants start swaying... and you sud-
denly realize....IT'S AN EARTHQUAKE!
The Puget Sound Region has been hit with a
7.1 earthquake along the Tacoma Fault Line!

Thousands are without power; roads are in
gridlock; buildings have collapsed; there's fire and
smoke in the Tacoma area and major landslides
around Commencement Bay. Phone service is
down, including 911. In Fircrest residents are
without power and the water system is down.

Fortunately, this scenario was only drill: 'Shake-
n-Quake 2009', Pierce County's Earthquake Exer-
cise. Cities throughout the county including Fir-
crest participated in the Oct. 21. drill. In Fircrest,
the City’s main focus was to work to restore power
and water, and to help people needing medical as-
sistance — as would be the case in a real disaster.

Thousands of people in Fircrest and other com-
munities would be stranded in their homes with no
power, water, and no means to get to the store for
groceries and other necessities. Residents should
not depend on the City to immediately come to their
aid. Emergency responders become very busy and
are often not able to quickly respond to individual
calls for assistance. People need be prepared to be
self-sufficient and to have a disaster kit on hand
to be able to go three days without outside help.

Please see the following website for infor-
mation how you can become better prepared:
www.co.pierce.wa.us/pc/abtus/ourorg/dem/pu-
bed.htm

Incident/Alert Information Line

The City’s voice mail line for recorded emergency
information: (253) 460-info (4636).
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Are You Ready for HIN1?

While you hear or read about the HIN1 (swine)
flu every dayi, it is important to understand that
health officials compare this pandemic to a
moderate flu season. Symptoms include fever,
cough, shortness of breath, sore throat and some
vomiting/diarrhea -- the same as the seasonal flu.

Seasonal flu shots are available and the supply
is currently plentiful. The HIN1 vaccine was
expected to arrive around mid-October and made
available to priority groups including pregnant
women, caregivers of babies, health-care and
emergency workers, 6 month to 24 year olds, and
adults age 24 to 64 with chronic conditions.

Tips to Avoid Catching the Flu

People can stay healthy and possibly avoid the flu
by taking the following precautions:

* Cough/sneeze into your sleeve

* Wash your hands often

* Avoid touching eyes, nose or mouth

* Get plenty of sleep

* Avoid contact with sick people

* Stay home when you are ill
Internet Links

Please visit these Internet links for more infor-
mation:

WWwWw.co.pierce.wa.us/pc/abtus/ourorg/dem/h1n1 htm
www.flu.gov
www.doh.wa.gov

If you have more questions, you may contact City
of Fircrest at (253)564-8901, Monday - Friday, 8
am.to5 p.m.

TACOMA FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fall into Fire Safety

Do the smoke alarms in your home work? How
about those of your family, friend’s and neighbors?
You may think they do. However, a recent study
on residential fires conducted by the National Fire
Protection Association showed that smoke alarms
didn’t activate in about three out of every ten fires.
That’s a frightening statistic - especially when you
consider the fact that 80 percent of all U.S. fire
deaths occur in the home. Why didn’t the alarms
work? It’s estimated that in 85% of the cases, the
batteries were dead or missing.

This fall Tacoma Fire Department

would like to remind you of the

following:

* Replace your smoke alarm batteries and test
your alarms.

e If the alarms are more than 10 years old — it’s
time to replace the whole alarm.

* For best protection, purchase alarms with 10-
year lithium ion batteries.

* Consider upgrading to dual sensor alarms
with ionization & photoelectric sensors.

* Install a carbon monoxide alarm if you have
gas or oil appliances.
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PLANNING AND BUILDING

Potential Re-Development Areas
and Building Height Increases

The Planning Commission is evaluating the
re-development potential for properties border-
ing 19th Street West. Currently, the focus area
extends from Mildred Avenue on the west to Al-

ameda on the east and extending.
— This area is a mix of residential,
. business-office, and churches.
There is also consideration of
allowing increased building
height if certain amenities are
provided. Current maximum

building heights vary from 35 feet to 45 feet.

The Planning Commission agendas are posted
on the City’s web page (www.cityoffircrest.net)
about one week before the meeting date. They
are also posted at City Hall, Public Works, Po-
lice Department and at the Parks and Recreation
Center on Contra Costa Avenue. The Planning
Commission meets every first Tuesday of the
month at 6pm. The exception is in August when
the Commission meets on the third Tuesday (to
avoid conflict with National Night Out).

Code Amendments

The Planning Commission recently conducted
a public hearing on the following amendments to
the development code: reducing the landscape
requirements for residential in-fill lots; allowing
an exception to the minimum area requirement

for rezones; and increasing the allowance of off-
premise real estate open house sandwich signs
from 3 to 4. Following the hearing, the Commis-
sion forwarded a recommendation of approval for
the code amendments. These will be considered
at a Council hearing in November.

Complaints and Code Enforcement

Many times the City receives complaints
about junk and abandoned materials on private
property. Some of these complaints center on
nuisances which used to be
addressed and responded to
by the Tacoma-Pierce County
Health Department. Unfortu-
nately, this agency no longer
responds to those complaints.
Consequently, the Planning/Building Depart-
ment responds IF there is visible access to the
property from the public right-of-way. If the
subject of the complaint is not visible, staff does
not have legal authority to enter the property to
verify and document the extent of the violation
UNLESS a court order is obtained. Getting
a court order is time-consuming and costly.

If a complaint is documented with a written
statement and photographs, staff can provide no-
tice to the property owner of the complaint and the
measures to correct it. If the offense is significant
(as in life/safety) staff can refer the matter to the
City Attorney for prosecution.

Recycling Fridge Could Lead
to Professionally Organized Garage

Tacoma Power has a deal for its customers:
When they arrange to have their old, working
fridge or freezer recycled by Nov. 6, they’ll get
$30, free pick-up and be entered into a contest for
a free basement, garage or kitchen reorganization
donated by local company DECOTACOMA.

Old refrigerators and freezers, often relegated
to the basement or garage to store extra food
and drink, consume a lot of energy. Older mod-
els can use up to four times more energy than
newer, more efficient models. Unplugging an
old fridge or freezer can save people up to $140
in annual energy costs. There’s an environ-
mental benefit, too. Through Tacoma Power’s

HOLIDAY CLOSURES
City Hall and other City facilities will be
closed on Friday, July 3, for Independence
Day and Monday, Sept. 7, for Labor Day.

program, about 95 percent of
each refrigerator is recycled,
so it won’t end up in a landfill.

The Department of Energy
statistics show that 12 to 14 per-
cent of homes have two or more
refrigerators and/or freezers,
and half of the second refrigera-
tors are more than 10 years old.

Tacoma Power customers can call 1-877-
577-0510 or visit jacoinc.net to schedule a
fridge or freezer pick-up date. Every cus-
tomer who participates in the program will
be automatically entered into the contest.

Contest rules and eligibility are available at
Know YourPower.com and by calling (253) 502-
8377.

POWER OUT?

Call Tacoma Power to report any power outage:

(253) 502-8602



Kathy L. McVay
Mayor

In meetings June - September 2009,
the Council:

* Reviewed and discussed the appli-
cation for liquor license renewal for
Mario's Mercato Italiano Inc.

* Held a public hearing to receive
comments on the 2010-2015 Six-
Year Comprehensive Street Pro-
gram.

» Confirmed the City Manager's ap-
pointment of Alexander J. Koerger
to the Fircrest Civil Service Com-
mission to fill the unexpired term
through August 28,2014.

* Adopted a resolution authorizing
the City Manager to execute an

amendment to the agreement with
Hammond, Collier & Wade-Living-
stone Associates, Inc. for additional
survey services for the Relocation
of Backyard Sewer Mains Project.

* Adopted a resolution authorizing
an amendment to the agreement
with Enginuity Systems, LLC for
as-built drawings and certification
for the City's municipal pool drain
system.

¢ Adopted a motion to move $500
from General fund Undesignated
Ending Fund Balance to Pool -
Professional Services for Enginuity
Systems, LLC as-built drawings
of the City's municipal pool drain
system.

* Held special meeting study ses-
sion to discuss the preliminary
design reports on the Relocation
of Backyard Sewer Mains Project,
the City's budget, the proposed
sewer rate increase and the Orchard
Street traffic

signal.

* Confirmed the Mayor's appoint-
ment of Planning Commissioner
Jim Otness.

Matthew Jolibois
Councilmember

Chris Gruver
Councilmember

* Discussed the City Manager's
performance evaluation.

* Adopted an ordinance adding
a new Section 9.52.150 to the
Fircrest Municipal Code to make
inattention to driving an infraction
punishable

by a fine of $250.

* Adopted the 2010-2015 Six Year
Comprehensive Street Program.

¢ Authorized a Proclamation to
TAPCO Credit Union in honor of
their 75th Anniversary.

* Proclaimed August 4 as National
Night Out 2009.

* Adopted an ordinance amend-
ing FMC 20.12.010 and FMC
20.08.160 to increase sanitary
sewer charges.

* Adopted a resolution authorizing
an Interlocal Agreement with Pierce
County for Probation Work Crew
services.

* Authorized the City Manager to
negotiate Professional Services
Agreements with the three prelimi-
nary design consultants for prepara-
tion of the final design of the critical
segments of the Relocation of
Backyard Sewer Mains Project.

* Adopted a resolution authorizing
an agreement with Wolverine West
Fireworks LLC for fireworks for
2009 Fun Days.

* Adopted a resolution authorizing
the City Manager to sign agree-
ments for Fun Days.

* Adopted a resolution authorizing
an agreement with Wolverine West,
LLC for fireworks for National
Night Out 2009.

¢ Held a special meeting study ses-
sion to discuss Fircrest's need for

CIL HIGHLIGHTS

Hans Hechtman
Councilmember

Robert Thaden
Mayor Pro Tempore

legislative assistance and funding
concerns with Senator Mike Carroll
and budget issues.

* Reviewed and discussed the appli-
cation for a Liquor License for the
Royal Thai Bistro.

» Adopted a resolution authorizing
a Professional Services Agreement
with Jerome W. Morrissette & As-
sociates, Inc. for the final design
services for a portion of the Relo-
cation of Backyard Sewer Mains
Project, and related water main
replacements.

» Adopted a resolution authorizing
Amendment #1 to the agreement
with Brown & Brown of Wash-
ington, Inc., for insurance broker
services.

* Adopted an ordinance amending
Section 3 of Ordinance No. 551 and
Fircrest Municipal Code Section
10.20.050 relating to the carrying
of firearms in parks.

* Held a special meeting study
session to discuss the City Budget,
19th & Mildred Sewer Franchise,
bonding for the sewer system and
the Relocation of Backyard Sewer
Mains Project.

* Held public hearings to receive
comments on a recommendation
by the City Planning Commission
to adopt an ordinance amending
Sections 22.62.002 (c), (e) and (1),
landscape requirements, to receive
comments on a recommendation
by the City Planning Commission
to adopt an ordinance amending
Section 22.26.010, to increase the
number of off-premise real estate
sandwich board signs for open
houses from 3 to 4, to receive
comments on a recommendation
by the City Planning Commission
to adopt an ordinance amending
Section 22.78.004, establishing an
exception to the minimum zone

David M. Viafore
Councilmember
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Councilmember

area requirements and to receive
comments on a recommendation
by the City Planning Commission
to adopt an ordinance amending
Section 22.38, updating "Duties of
the Planning Commission".

* Reviewed and discussed the ap-
plication for liquor license renewal
for Viafore's Delicatessen.

* Adopted a resolution authorizing
a Professional Service Agreement
with Hammond, Collier & Wade-
Livingstone Associates, Inc., for
final design services for a portion
of the Relocation of Backyard
Sewer Mains

Project.

* Adopted an ordinance adding
Chapter 20.25 to the FMC to pro-
vide for detecting and elimination
of illicit discharges into the City's
storm drainage system.

* Held a public hearing to receive
comments on an ordinance amend-
ing FMC section 22.34.005 to
increase the maximum impervious
coverage from 30% to 50% for all
structures and impervious surfaces
combined.

e Held a special meeting study
session to discuss Parks and Rec-
reation and hear the Community
Center Advisory Committee Re-
port, a proposed increase of the
water utility tax, the Relocation of
Backyard Sewer Mains Project and
the 2009 Budget.

* Adopted an ordinance amending
FMC section 22.34.005 to increase
the maximum impervious coverage
from 30% to 50% for all structures
and impervious surfaces combined
for the R4C zoning district.

* Presented the 2010 Preliminary
Budget.

Michael Weinman
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TOWN TOPICS
City of Fircrest
115 Ramsdell St.

Fircrest, WA 98466

PARKS AND RECREATION

5K Watch-Your-Speed Run
Saturday, Nov. 7 9a.m.
Roy H. Murphy Community Center
Entry fee: $25
Sign Up Day of Event
Age Group Prizes!
Call 564-8177 for information

Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, Nov. 14, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 15. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

The Roy H. Murphy Community Center will be full
of craft and gift items.

Parents Night Out
Friday, Dec. 18 6-11 p.m.
Roy H. Murphy Community Center
Ages: 6-13 Cost: $15

Annual Tree-Lighting
Ceremony
Sunday, December 6
7 p.m.

Alice Peers Park

Enjoy refreshments and visits with Santa after-
ward at the Roy H. Murphy Community Center.
Bring your camera!

PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid
Tacoma, WA
Permit #236

Volunteers Needed for
Community Center Advisory Committee

Fircrest residents can contribute back to
their community by serving on an City advi-
sory committee. Volunteers are needed now to
serve on the City’s Community Center Advi-
sory Committee. The committee assists the parks
and recreation staff in program, fund-raising
and volunteer efforts, as well as advising the
City Council on Community Center matters.

The committee meets the third Tuesday of each
month, 7 p.m., at the Community Center. Ap-
plication forms are available at City Hall and the
Community Center. For more information, stop
by the Community Center or call 564-8177.

THANK YOU! The Parks And Recreation staff
would like to thank all the community members
who have donated so generously to the Back to
School Drive held at the Roy H. Murphy Com-
munity Center. We divided the supplies equally
and have donated them to the Whittier and Wain-
wright Elementary Schools which are located
within the City.

City of Fircrest Website:

www.cityoffircrest.net




