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Mayor’s message

COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM  
   Contributions are being accepted at City Hall 
for the 2010 Community Sponsorship Program. 
Contribution forms were sent out in the February 
Town Topics and with the April utility bill. 
Forms are available at City Hall. and on the 
City website: www.cityoffircrest.net. Donations 
provide funding for the hanging flower baskets 
along Regents Boulevard and the fireworks 
show at Fircrest Fun Days. Names of people 
who donate will be published in the July edition 
of Town Topics.

pring is a beautiful time of year in Fircrest.  
Cherry blossoms, rhodies and green lawns 
fill our community with color. 

	 City Hall receives a greater number of appear-
ance-related nuisance complaints in the spring. 
These range from overgrown lawns to unsightly 
storage of debris and garbage. Fircrest’s reputa-
tion as a well-kempt community is one of our 
greatest assets and I encourage everyone to pitch 
in to maintain this image.
	 Attention is focused this time of year on the 
parks and recreation activities, as the ballfields 
come alive, the swimming pool attracts kids and 
parents to come to swim, play or take swimming 
lessons. People will be out enjoying a picnic at 
one of the City’s picnic areas. I hope everyone 
will get out and take time to enjoy our great parks 
and recreation facilities and programs. With more 
people out enjoying the weather, remember to 
watch out for kids on bicycles and on our side-
walks in our neighborhoods and near our parks.  
	 If you haven’t already sent in your donation 
for the 2010 Community Sponsorship Program, 
please remember to do so. Your donations help 
pay for the beautiful hanging flower baskets 
along Regents Boulevard in the summer, and the 
popular fireworks show at Fircrest Fun Days.  If 
you missed the contribution form in recent City 
mailings, just stop by City Hall and they will 
gladly accept your donation. 
	 As always it is a pleasure to serve you. If you 
have any questions or concerns please feel free to 
contact the City Manager or any member of the 
City Council.                      
				         – David M. Viafore

S 
    U.S. Census workers in March began counting 
every person living at each address in Fircrest in-
cluding name, age, gender, race and other relevant 
data. Residents should have received a question-
naire from the U.S. Census Bureau with a prepaid 
envelope so they can mail it back as soon as pos-
sible.  Census takers later visit residences that have 
not sent back their census form and record answers 
that appear on the census 
form.  
	 It is important that every-
one in Fircrest is counted so 
the community is represent-
ed accurately and receives 
its full share of State and 
Federal funds allotted for 
essential public services. 
	 When census workers 
begin knocking on doors, people 
should be cooperative since participation is required 
by law. People also should be cautious, so as not to 
become a victim of fraud or identity theft. 
	 A U.S. Census worker will have a badge, a 
handheld device, a Census Bureau canvas bag and 
a confidentiality notice. You can ask to see their 
identification and badge before answering their 
questions.  A census taker will never ask to enter 
your home. 
	 Census workers knock on doors only to verify 
address information. No matter what they ask, 
you really only need to tell them how many 
people live at your address. Do not give your 
Social Security number, credit card or banking 
information to anyone, even if they claim they 
need it for the Census. You don’t have to answer 
anything about your finances. The census workers 
will never ask for donations. 
	 Census workers may contact you by telephone, 
mail or in person at your home. However, the 
Census Bureau will not contact you by e-mail, so 
be on the lookout for email scams impersonating 
the census. Do not click on a link or open any 
attachments in your email that are supposedly 
from the Census Bureau. 
	 All information about residents and their 
answers to the questions are strictly confidential 
and can’t be shared with any other governmental 
agency, including police, IRS, FBI and immigra-
tion.  

U.S. Census in Fircrest
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FIRCREST
CITY

COUNCIL

David M. Viafore
(Mayor)

Chris Gruver

Matthew Jolibois

Kathy L. McVay

Robert Thaden
(Mayor Pro Tempore)

Denny Waltier

Mike Weinman

 The Fircrest City Council 
meets the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers at City 
Hall. The Council con-
ducts study sessions the 

third Monday of the month 
at 6 p.m. in the Council 

Chambers at Fircrest City 
Hall. Council meetings and 
study sessions are open to 

the public.

Fircrest Police dEPartment
OFFICER OF THE YEAR
	 Officer Eric Norling was selected by his 
peers as Officer of the Year for  2009.  Officer 
Norling has served as a Fircrest police officer 
since March 1993 and he continues to serve the 
citizens of Fircrest with a great deal of pride 
and enthusiasm. He has proven himself to be a 
leader as well as a team player. In voting, his fel-
low officers describe Officer Norling as helpful, 
dedicated, safety conscious, well rounded, and 
always willing to step in and lend a hand.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
	 Make plans to be in town 
on Tuesday, August 3, for the 
annual National Night Out 
crime prevention event. This 
award-winning annual event 
will be held at Fircrest Park, 
6 - 9 p.m. Informative dis-
plays and fun activities are being planned for 
everyone. Donations for National Night Out are 
always welcome. Call the Police Department at 
565-1198 for information. 

SAFE RIDERS PROGRAM
	 The Fircrest Police Department will once 
again be partnering with Safe Kids of Pierce 
County and we are happy to announce that 
McDonalds has become a partner in the “Safe 
Rider Citation” campaign.  
	 When our officers have the opportunity and 
see a child who is wearing a helmet while par-
ticipating in a non-motorized wheeled activity, 
such as biking, scootering and in-line skating, 
the officer will present the child or their parent 
with a “Safe Rider Citation.”  The “Safe Rider 
Citation” card not only commends the child for 
safe behavior, it also entitles the child to a free 
reduced-fat vanilla ice cream cone at participat-
ing McDonald’s restaurants.
 
WATCH FOR CHILDREN
	 Now that spring is here, motorists are asked to 
drive slowly through neighborhoods and be alert 
for children walking or riding bikes. Children as 
well as adults are required by City ordinance to 
wear a helmet while riding a bicycle.

	 It is nearing the time when residents begin 
watering their lawns. The following provides 
information on how to water efficiently.  Efficient 
use of water will decrease your utility bill.
	 • Water deeply and infrequently to wet the 
lawn’s entire root zone. Grasses do well when 
the whole root zone becomes wet and is allowed 
to partially dry between watering. Shallow 
watering will not allow deeper roots to absorb 
water.
	 • Grass needs about one inch of water per 
week (including rainfall) in summer and less 
in April through May and September through 
October, or when the weather has been cool and 
cloudy.
	 • Avoid runoff by checking to make sure you 
are not applying water faster than soil can accept 
it. Look for water pooling on the surface of 

the ground or running down 
the gutter when you water.  
If this occurs “cycle” your 
sprinklers: turn them off, wait 
a few hours, and then finish 
watering.
	 Adjust sprinkler position to apply water only 
on target areas. Keep sprinklers from watering 
the pavement.
	 • Water in early morning or late evening to 
reduce water loss due to evaporation and wind.
	 • Adjust watering schedules with weather and 
cool conditions.  Decrease the amount you water 
by the amount is has rained.
	 • Proper lawn care and watering can reduce 
your annual lawn care and water usage costs.
	 For more information on yard care go to 
www.tpchd.org/naturalyardcare

How To Water Your Lawn Efficiently 

Judge Miller Takes Part in 
Special Swearing-In Ceremony
Fircrest Municipal Court Judge John A. Miller 
(center), was sworn into office by former State 
Chief Justice Gerry Alexander in a special cer-
emony December 7 in Olympia. Current Chief 
Justice Barbara Madsen, a Fircest resident, 
also took part in the ceremony in which judges 
from around the state were sworn into office. 
Judge Miller has been a Fircrest municipal 
court judge for 15 years. 
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PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Ahh, Spring is Here!
	 The winds and the rain are behind us (?).  
Well, maybe not. But, it’s that time of the year 
when the mind desperately seeks projects:  a 
new deck, new storage shed, bigger garage, 
maybe an in-ground swimming pool? If you’re 
so inclined – and have the resource$ to fund it 
– you’re heading to the “big boxes” to purchase 
your lumber, bags of Quikrete, more tools (you 
can never have too many), fasteners, stain/paint, 
the list can go on and on.  	
	
Wait a second - how about 
a plan before you start?  
Always a good idea.  Also, 
it’s a good idea to check 
with your City Planning/
Building Department 
BEFORE you start your project to avoid those 
“UH OH’s!” 		
	 The City’s website has a ton of information 
on building projects and “the code” and what 
does and does not apply to your endeavor.  
So, before you start grading, digging, sawing, 
pounding and finishing, check with us. We’d be 
glad to assist you with “your dream.”
	 And, if you’re not a do-it-yourselfer and want 
to hire a contractor, be sure that the contractor 
of your choice is licensed and bonded. We can 
help you with that, or you can go to the State of 
Washington Department of Labor and Industries 
website to verify that a contractor’s license is up 
to date: https://fortress.wa.gov/lni/bbip/Search.
aspx.

Watch Those Weeds!
	 Austrian economist Carl 
Menger said in his 1871 book 
Principles of Economics “one 
person’s weed may be another 
person’s flower.” Weeds are 
born survivors: they can grow 
where nothing else will; they love good moist, 
freshly dug soils as well as poor, dry soils. They 
grow rapidly and seed prolifically, spreading 
their kind anywhere they can. Simply put, a 
weed is any plant you don’t want in your garden 
or landscape.  It might be welcomed by another 
gardener, but to you it’s a pest. Managing weeds 
in your garden or landscape does not have to be 
backbreaking and tedious. Start by removing 
as many weeds as possible, prevent new weeds 
from getting established in your garden, and, 
when weeds arrive, dig in! If your choice is to 
use a herbicide, use sparingly and “spot spray.” 
Broadcast herbicides may be easier to apply, but 
must be applied carefully and according to the 
instructions. Take pride in your yard and keep 
Fircrest beautiful!

Make Address Clearly Visible
“We can’t find your house” ……… isn’t what 
you want to hear from either the police or fire 
department, especially in an emergency.  Please 
remember that all buildings within the city need 
to be numbered, and the numbers need to be 
placed so they are clearly visible from the street 
and not less than 2 inches high. Not only is it a 
code requirement, but it could help save your 
life in an emergency.

City Staff

Bill Brandon	
               City Manager

John Cheesman
                 Police Chief

Bill Larkin
      Interim Public Works 	
	            Director

Bev Olsen	
       Court Administrator

Colleen Cocoran	               	
           Finance Director

Ray Gilmore	           	
           Planning/Building        	

                       Director

Jeff Grover
        Recreation Director

Rick Rosenbladt 	
                    City Clerk

Jeff Davis
         WaterSewer/Streets              	
                         Foreman

Frank Mellas	
       Contracted Building           	

                      Inspector

 

DON’T POLLUTE STORM DRAIN SYSTEM
	 Remember that most of the storm drainage from 
within the City of Fircrest ends up in Leach Creek, 
which goes into Chambers Creek. Anything that 
ends up in a catch basin ultimately ends up in those 
creeks, so make sure that nothing you do results in 
pollutants of any kind getting into a catch basin. 
This includes soapy water used to wash your car.  
You can keep this kind of pollutant out of the storm 
drainage system by washing your car on the grass or 
on a gravel area where the polluted water will not 
run into the street and into the City’s storm drainage 
system. 

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Hotline 253-564-8900
The discharge of pollutants into the City’s storm drainage system is illegal. If you observe anyone 
discharging a pollutant into the City’s storm drainage system, please notify the City at the above 
Hotline number.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
SOUTH 19TH STREET PAVEMENT 
RESTORATION PROJECT
	 The City of Fircrest has received a $570,900 
federal grant to perform pavement restoration 
on the south half of South 19th (Columbia) 
Street from Mildred Street to Summit Avenue.  
Construction will consist of grinding down the 
top 2 inches of existing asphalt and repaving the 
ground-out area. Some sewer and water main 
work also will be included in the project to avoid 
tearing up the road again in the near future for 
these utilities. Actual construction is projected to 
begin in August.

CONTRA COSTA SEWAGE  
LIFT STATION IMPROVEMENTS
	 The City recently completed a major restora-
tion and upgrade to the Contra Costa sewage 
lift station. This lift station pumps almost all of 
the City’s sewage to the City of Tacoma sewer 
system which transports it to the Tacoma Central 
Treatment Plant. The restoration will greatly 
extend the usable life of the lift station.  It also 
included the installation of an emergency gen-
erator which will avoid sewage overflows to 
Leach Creek in the event of a power outage.

BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE TEST 
– REQUIRED BY STATE LAW
	 As you may or may not be aware the City of 
Fircrest has a system-wide cross connection con-
trol program. The primary method of cross con-
nection control is the installation of a backflow 
assembly that prevents any potential backflow 
from a non-potable water system into the City’s 
water supply system.
	 Washington State regulations require back-
flow assemblies to be tested at least once each 
year to insure they are properly functioning, 
and that the test results be provided to the water 
purveyor (i.e. The City of Fircrest).  If you have 
a backflow prevention device on your water sys-
tem, generally for an irrigation system, you are 
required to have the device tested annually. If the 
City has a record of you having such a device, 
this spring you will receive a notification of the 
need to have the annual test performed.  Failure 
to have the required test performed, and to pro-
vide the test results to the City of Fircrest, may 
result in your water service being shut off until 
the required test is performed.

WHAT IS A CROSS CONNECTION?
	 A cross connection is any physical arrange-
ment where a public water system is connected 
directly, or potentially connected, with any other 

non-potable system. Non-potable systems may 
include auxiliary water systems (private wells), 
sewers, drain conduit, swimming pools, air con-
ditioning systems, or any other system or device 
which obtains, or may contain, contaminated 
water, sewage or other substances that are con-
sidered unsafe or toxic. Additionally, wherever 
backflow (opposite of the normal flow of water 
in the system) occurs, or could occur, that would 
be considered a cross connection.

ANNUAL STREET LIGHT 
INSPECTION AND REPAIR
	 In the late fall, the City annually inspects the 
street lights within the City and repairs/replaces 
those that are not working. However, problems 
with street lights occur throughout the year and 
it would be very helpful if citizens would advise 
the City of any street light that is not working 
properly. Call the Public Works Department at 
564-8900 to report any street light that is not 
working.

STORM WATER  
MANAGEMENT PLAN
	 The draft Storm Water Management Plan 
soon will be presented to the City Council for 
adoption.  If you have any comments about the 
plan you can mail them to the Public Works 
Department at 115 Ramsdell Street, Fircrest, 
WA 98466, or you can submit them by email to 
Bill Larkin, Public Works Director at blarkin@
cityoffircrest.net.
	 The draft plan can be found at the City’s web-
site at www.cityoffircrest.net. 

REPLACEMENT OF BROKEN 
OR DAMAGED SIDEWALK
	 If the sidewalk adjacent to your property is 
broken, or otherwise damaged, you would be 
liable for any injuries to persons who might trip 
and fall because of the condition of the sidewalk.  
In order to eliminate these dangerous conditions 
within the City, the City will provide assistance 
to replace areas of dangerous sidewalk.  		
	 If requested by the property owner, City staff 
will remove the damaged section of sidewalk 
at no cost to the homeowner. It will then be the 
responsibility of the homeowner to have a new 
sidewalk constructed in place of that which was 
removed.
	 For more information about the program, or 
to schedule the removal of damaged sidewalk, 
call the City’s Public Works Department at 564-
8900.

CITY Phone
Numbers

Administration/
Finance                  	
	         564-8901

Public Works		
	          564-8900

Planning/Building	
                      564-8901 

Police  (business) 	
                      565-1198

Fire (non-emergency)	
                      564-2581

Community Center	
                      564-8177

Municipal Court	                       
564-8922

Incident/Alert 
Recorded Information 

460-INFO (4636)

    Applications are being 
accepted for summer posi-
tions with the Public Works 

Department. Applicants 
must be at least 18 years old 
and able to do general labor. 

College students home for 
the summer are encouraged 
to apply. Applications are on 

the City website: 
       www.cityoffircrest.net.
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City Council Highlights

David M. Viafore
  Mayor

In meetings January – March 2010, 
the Council:

• Elected David M. Viafore as 
Mayor and Bob Thaden as Mayor 
Pro Tempore.
 

• Held a public hearing to receive 
comments on solid waste rates.

• Adopted a resolution authorizing 
the Day Reporting and Offender 
Work-Crew Agreement with Pierce 
County for 2010.

• Adopted a resolution authorizing 
an agreement with Pierce County 
Department of Assigned Counsel 
to provide legal representation to 
indigent defendants in 2010.

• Adopted a resolution authoriz-
ing an agreement with Pierce 
County Department of Emergency 
Management for emergency ser-

vices.

• Adopted a resolution authorizing 
an Agreement with Pierce County 
for a communications maintenance 
program for 2010.

• Adopted a resolution selecting an 
individual for Position Two on the 
Zoo/Trek Authority Board.

• Held a special meeting study ses-
sion to discuss the Tacoma Well 
#5 monitoring requirements, The 
Commons and Fircrest Greens 
storm fee credit, hanging baskets, 
the 34th & Orchard Street traffic 
signal and Liaison Appointments.

• Adopted an ordinance amend-
ing FMC 6.08.130 relating to the 
schedule of rates and charges for 
solid waste collection.

• Adopted a resolution authoriz-
ing an agreement with the State 

of Washington, Department of 
General Administration, Office of 
State Procurement to provide par-
ticipation in the State Purchasing 
Cooperative Program for the years 
2010 and 2011.

• Awarded a contract to National 
Industrial Painting, Inc., for the 
2010 Low Reservoir Interior 
Recoating Project.

• Adopted a resolution commending 
Councilmember Hans Hechtman 
for his service to Fircrest.

• Held a special meeting study 
session to discuss a Municipal 
Development Committee, a pro-
posed Low Income Utility Rate 
and to review the Year End 2009 
Preliminary Financial Report.

• Adopted a resolution authorizing 
a Turf and Landscape Maintenance 
Agreement with Maple Leaf 

Landscaping for 2010.

• Adopted a resolution authoriz-
ing a local Agency Agreement and 
Federal Aid Project Prospectus for 
the South 19th Street grind and 
overlay project.

• Held a joint special meeting with 
the Fircrest Planning Commission 
to discuss Current code require-
ments for minimum roof pitch and 
Comprehensive Plan Updates.

• Adopted a resolution authorizing 
an agreement with Epic Events & 
Promotion for Movie in the Park.

• Adopted a resolution authorizing 
a Professional Services Agreement 
with KPG, P.S. for the prepara-
tion of plans, specifications and 
estimates for the South 19th Street 
(Columbia Avenue) Grind and 
Overlay Project between Mildred 
Street and Summit Avenue.
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Denny Waltier
Councilmember

Get Cash for Appliances 
	 If you’ve been putting off buying a 
new refrigerator or clothes washer, wait 
no longer. Sweet deals have arrived. You 
can get more than $300 in rebates from 
Washington State and Tacoma Power 
through appliance rebate programs, while 
funds are available. Here’s the scoop:
	 Get up to $105 when you buy a new, 
Energy Star-rated refrigerator and recycle 
your old, working fridge. You’ll get $75 
from the state’s appliance rebate program, 
and you may qualify for an additional $30 from Tacoma 
Power.  
	 Get up to $200 when you buy a qualifying Energy Star-
rated clothes washer. Tacoma Power and Tacoma Water offer 
rebates of $100. When you buy the most efficient model, 
you’ll get an additional $100 in state rebate money.
	 You must meet the State and Tacoma Power eligibility 
requirements to receive rebates. Go to KnowYourPower.com/
cashforappliances or call 502-8377 for more information. 

Clearly the Season for Windows 
	 Replace your windows and you could get up to $1,000 in 
rebates from Tacoma Power and a seven-year, zero-interest 
loan to pay for the rest of the work. Income-qualified custom-
ers may be eligible for a grant that pays for the total cost of 
replacement windows (maximum up to $20 per square foot). 
	 When you install Energy Star-qualified windows, you can 
reduce your electric bills, improve the look of your home and 
give your nosy neighbors something to talk about.
	 Homes must be electrically heated and built before 1988 to 
qualify. Call Tacoma Power at 502-8363 for an application and 
more information. 

Tacoma power
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HOLIDAY 
CLOSURES

 Fircrest City Hall, the 
Community Center and 
other City facilities will be 
closed on Monday, May 31, 
in observance of Memorial 
Day; Monday, July 5 for 
Independence Day; and 
Monday, Sept. 6 for Labor 
Day. 

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE
Saturday, May 22
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Fircrest Park and Community 
Center. Sellers pre-register at 
Community Center

FIRCREST POOL OPENS
Saturday, May 29, 1:30 p.m. 
Pool schedules with complete infor-
mation about lessons and other activ-
ities are available at the Community 
Center

GO HAWAIIAN POOL PARTY
Saturday, June 5
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Fircrest Pool

STRAWBERRY FEED AND BAND CONCERT
Sunday, June 27, 6 p.m.
Fircrest Park and Community Center

MOVIE IN THE PARK
Friday, July 9, 9:30 p.m.
Fircrest Park

CLASSIC CAR SHOW 
Sunday, July 11
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
Fircrest Park

FIRCREST FUN DAYS
Friday, August 13, 5 – 10 p.m.
Saturday, August 14, 10 a.m. –  9 p.m.

FIRCREST FIELD DAY
Saturday, August 28

Parks & recreation

SEWER PROJECT UPDATE
	 The state Public Works Board has indicated it will accept applications for loans for the 2011-
2012 biennium in May of this year, but whether funding will be available will depend on whether 
or not the State Legislature provides funding for the Public Works Trust Fund loan programs in 
the 2011-2012 biennium.  We will not know if funding is available until March of next year.  The 
City will submit a loan application in May.




