
july  2010

Inside:

Council Begins Work 
on Budget

Pg. 2

Annual Fall 
Cleanup 

Pg. 2

Planning & Building  
News 
Pg. 3

Names of   
Community Donors

	 Pg. 4 & 5

Public Works
News 
Pg. 6

City Council  
Highlights 

Pg. 7

Parks & Recreation 
Calendar

Pg. 8

A PUBLICaTION OF THE 
CITY OF FIRCREST 
115 RaMSDELL St.

FIRCREST, Wa.
253-564-8901

FIRCREST 
FUN DAYS

Friday, Aug. 13             5 - 10 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 14    10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Fircrest Park 

 •  Live entertainment    
 •  Rides   
 •  Games
 •  Food Booths 
 •   Arts and Crafts 

MAYOR'S MESSAGE

On behalf of the City Council, I would 
like to personally thank each and every one 
of you who generously contributed to the 
City’s beautification program and annual 
fireworks display that will take place dur-
ing Fircrest Fun Days.  A complete list of 
the businesses and residents is printed in 
this edition of Town Topics.  Again “thank 
you” for making Fircrest so special.
  During the summer the City manage-
ment team is busy preparing the 2011 
preliminary budget that will be presented 
to the City Council in the fall.  We always 
appreciate it when citizens let us know if  
they would like improvements or other 
changes in current services and programs 
or they are satisfied with the level of ser-
vices currently provided. 
    Several study sessions and public hear-
ings are held in the fall (see article inside 
for dates and times) where citizens can 
voice their opinions and offer suggestions. 
If there are any areas you feel we need to 
address, please contact the City Manager 
or any member of your City Council. 
   We have a lot of fun in Fircrest in the 
summer, and I hope many of you will 
enjoy the many outdoor events, such as 
the upcoming Outdoor Movie Night and 
Picnic, the Classic Car Show & Picnic, 
National Night Out and, of course, Fircrest 
Fun Days. You will find dates and details 
of the events in this newsletter.
     As always it is a pleasure to serve you. 
If you have any questions or comments 
for your elected officials, please feel free 
to contact us at City Hall.

– David M. Viafore
                                       

NEW BLUES 
BROTHERS

This year FRIDAY 
evening 

Fun Days 
Parade
Saturday, 10 a.m.

Starts at  Whittier 
School, ends at Community Center. 
Call 564-8177 to sign up.

NATIONAL  
NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, Aug. 3

6 - 9 p.m.

Fircrest Park 
 & Community Center

This year's National Night 
Out promises to be a 

special event for the whole 
family!  

For more, see page 2 

 FIREWORKS
SHOW

Saturday,  9:45 pm

HOLIDAY CLOSURES
City Hall and other City facilities will be 

closed on Monday, July 5, for Independence 
Day and Monday, Sept. 6, for Labor Day. 

BeanBarry Delights performs  
authentic ''50s-style rock 'n roll   
at 7 pm until the fireworks show 



     The City Council has begun the important task 
of developing a City budget for 2011. As has been 
the case in previous years, the Council’s goal is to 
maintain the level of services and programs that 
the City provides Fircrest residents and businesses. 
Council study sessions are held in the fall to work 
on the following year’s budget. This year’s study 
sessions are planned for Oct. 4, 11, 18, and 25, 
each at 6 p.m. 
   Citizens can offer their suggestions at public 
hearings scheduled for Oct. 26, Nov. 9 and Nov 23, 
beginning at 7:15 p.m. at Fircrest City Hall. 

•  Live music
•  Face painting
•  Fast-pitch machine
•  Fingerprint kits for children

•  Giant slide & party bouncer
•  Golf cart obstacle course
•  911 simulator
•  Dunk-a-cop

FALL CLEAN-UP
Friday, Oct. 8  & 
Saturday, Oct. 9
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Westside Disposal yard at 
2815 Rochester St. W. in University Place

 
•  No loads larger than a standard pickup or small       	
   trailer
•  No regular household garbage
•  No liquids, paints or hazardous materials
•  Residential only – no commercial material or        	
   yard  waste, concrete, tires or batteries
•  Fircrest residents only – ID is required

Please direct any questions about the Fall Clean-
up or garbage, recyclables and yard waste col-

lection, to Westside Disposal at  
564-3212 or 564-3215.

CITY Phone

Numbers

Administration/Finance            	
                        564-8901

Public Works		
	          564-8900

Planning/Building	
                        564-8902 

Police  (business) 	
                        565-1198
 
Fire (non-emergency)	
                        564-2581

Police/Fire Emergency            	
	                    911
 
Community Center	
                        564-8177

Municipal Court	                       
564-8922

Incident/Alert 
Recorded Information                        	
            460-INFO (4636)

 

POLICE DEPartment

 SAFE RIDERS – Children and adults alike are required by City ordinance to wear a helmet when 
bicycling in the City. Children who are seen by a Fircrest police officer wearing a helmet and riding 
their bike safely can be awarded a certificate good at McDonald’s for a free ice cream cone.   

GOING ON VACATION?  Stop by or call the Police Department (565-1198) and request a check 
of your residence while you are out of town.

SCHOOL’S OUT – Now that school is out for summer break, more and more 
children are riding bicycles on Fircrest streets and at the parks.  Drivers, please 
use caution and watch for children on bikes. 

 

National Night Out Against Crime
Tuesday, Aug. 3        6 – 9 p.m.

Fircrest Park and Community Center

	 National Night Out is an opportunity to build neighborhood unity and 
strengthen the police community partnership that is so important to the success 
of our community policing efforts. There were approximately 1,400 people 
that attended last year’s event and we’re hoping for a much bigger turnout 
this year.
	 Last year, 14,625 communities from all 50 states, U.S.  Territories,  Canadian cities and military 
bases worldwide participated in National Night Out.  Nationally, 36.7 million people participated in 
the event.  We are delighted that over the past 10 years we have been recognized nationally as one 
of the best events in the nation, and we are extremely proud that last year our event was judged the 
fourth best event in the nation for cities with a population of fewer than 15,000.
	 If you have any questions, contact the Fircrest Police Department at 565-1198. 

City Council Begins 
Work on 2011 Budget
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FIREWORKS PROHIBITED
IN FIRCREST

Fireworks may be confiscated and individuals 
may be cited for possession and use.



PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPT.

TREES AND FIRCREST
   Tall and stately trees are the sig-
nature of our City’s neighborhoods. 
However, sometimes those tall and 
stately trees next to a house may pose 
a threat to safety.  If you are con-
cerned about a tree on your property 
and want it removed, you may want 
to contact a certified arborist to verify 
the condition and health of the tree. 
There’s no reason to remove a tree if it 
does not pose a threat. However, if you plan on cutting any trees 
on your property,  here are a few things you should consider:
	 • If the tree or trees are on developed residential property 
with a principle structure (i.e. a house), a tree-cutting permit is 
not required;
	 • If on undeveloped property, a permit is required along with a 
tree replacement plan, depending upon the type of development 
anticipated;
	 • If within or near a critical area (i.e. a wetland, stream, wild-
life habitat area), a permit is required in addition to a critical 
areas report.
	 Above all, when you hire a tree cutting service, be absolutely 
sure that they are licensed and bonded by the State Department 
of Labor and Industries. If you wish to check on the status of a 
contractor’s license, you may go to the Department’s website 
at http://www.lni.wa.gov/TradesLicensing/Contractors/Hire-
Con/default.asp. If you don’t have access to the web, call the 
Planning/Building Department and we’ll do a quick check for 
you.  In addition, your contractor is required to have a business 
license with the City.

HOME BUSINESSES
	 If you plan on operating a business from 
your house or apartment, the City has some 
rules which apply. First off, the City encourag-
es home businesses that are strictly subordinate 
to the residential nature of the neighborhood. 
Respective to that, there are limitations on the 
operation of a home business that apply. These 
limitations are pretty extensive, but the bottom line is that the 
home business can be no more intrusive to the neighborhood nor 
exhibit any physical or visual impact beyond that of a normal 
dwelling unit.  To ensure this, a Home Occupation permit is 
required.
	 Home occupations consist of two classifications:  Type 1 and 
Type 2.  For a Type 1 home occupation, only the persons who 
reside in the residence can participate in the business.  Type 1 
home occupation permits are issued “over-the-counter.” For a 
Type 2 home occupation, non-residents may be employed up 
to a maximum of two. Type 2 home occupations are subject to 
a public hearing by the planning commission and are subject to 
the requirements of a conditional use permit. Secondly, a Fircrest 
Business License is required. Applications for both can be found 

at www.cityoffircrest.net/Business_Licensing.html.
	 If you’re interested in starting a home occupation, please 
contact the Planning/Building Department for assistance. Or, 
you may access the City’s municipal code through the City’s 
website at www.cityoffircrest.net. Click on the “Administration” 
tab, scroll down to the “City of Fircrest Municipal Code.”  Click 
on “Table of Contents”, then “Title 22 Land Development” and 
from there, go to “22.58” and give that a click.  You’ll find Home 
Occupations at “22.58.013.”  Click on that section and you’re 
there!

JUST FENCE ME IN
	 Tall fences good neighbors make, 
- or so it is said. Fences provide privacy, 
security and a convenient way of keeping 
the puppy on the property. Sometimes, 
though, just the mention of a fence can 
raise concerns from neighbors about 
trespass, encroaching on other’s property or, in rare cases, view 
obstruction. 
	 The City of Fircrest does require a permit for a NEW fence 
and it’s a bargain: it’s free. Why require a permit for a fence?  
We want to be sure that the property owner understands the 
City’s standards for fences and to make property owners aware 
that property lines aren’t necessarily where you might think they 
are. Have questions about fences?  Call us or visit the City’s 
website,  cityoffircrest.net. Use the same steps as above, but link 
to section 22.58.004 (Fences, Walls and Hedges).

BACKYARD CHICKENS 
GETTING POPULAR 
	 Many of you have asked if it is okay 
to raise chickens within the city limits 
of Fircrest. You might be surprised to 
hear that the answer is yes! The munici-
pal code states that in any zoning district permitting residential 
uses, you can raise up to four small domestic animals. A small 
domestic animal includes rabbits, ducks, quail, geese, swans, 
chickens, pigeons and other similar animals. So…sunny side 
up!

I WANT TO BUILD A SHED ON MY PROPERTY.  
WHAT IS REQUIRED?
     This question is asked a lot. A building permit is not required 
if the shed or accessory structure is less than or equal to 120 
sf. However, the structure would still need to meet the require-
ments of the development regulations (zoning code) regarding 
setbacks.  If the walls of the structure closest to the interior side 
and rear property lines are of fire rated construction, the shed 
can be as close as 3 feet. If the shed isn’t of fire-rated construc-
tion, the setbacks are 5 feet for both the rear and interior side 
yards. 
    Please contact the Planning/Building Department at 564-8901 
for further assistance on this issue. 
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A big thanks to Fircrest residents and businesses for their donations to the 2010 
Community Sponsorship Fund. The fund pays for the hanging flower baskets along 
Regents Boulevard and for the Fun Days fireworks show. 

Thank You, 
Community Supporters

(Continued on next page) 
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	Rick & Cindi Absten	
		  In celebration of Abigail Marie Hixon
Susan Troxell & Nancy Ahrens	
Brent Allen	
		 In memory of E. Dale Allen
Eileen Anderson	
Bob & Katie Anderson	
John H. Anderson	
John & Joanne Armour	
Norma Arnold	
Evelyn M. Athow 
		 In memory of Kirk L. Athow
Judy & Steve Bader	
Tom and Marilyn Baker	  
	    In celebration of David Viafore, "In 
		 Victory Magnanimity"
Tom & Marilyn Baker	
		  In celebration of Re-instatement of our 	
		  beloved mayor, David Viafore
Mike & Debbie Baldwin	
John & Ann Bechtholt	
Arlyss & Wayne Bell	
Frances Bentley
		 In celebration of Fircrest
Harry W. Berry	
		 In memory of Marjorie A. Berry, In  
		 celebration of Mother's Day
Anne Booth	
Kathy & Robert Borghesi	
Richard & Nelwyn Brady	
David & Doris Brannon	
		 In celebration of Fircrest being our home 	
		 for 42 years
Tim & Adriene Brown	
		 In celebration of Living Here
The Brinkerhoff Family	
		 In celebration of This Fine Town!
Wanda Buonomo
		 In memory of Frank Buonomo
Roger & Lu Buranen	
Robert & Marianne Burns	
LaVonne & James Carbone	
		 In memory of Angeline Carbone & Violet 	
		 Loehrke
Candace & Jim Carroll	
		 In memory of John Petteys, JR
Paul & Virginia Carter	
Elmer Casaday	
		 In memory of Helen Casaday
Chris & Carrie Case	
Linda Chambers	
		 In memory of Phyllis Preston
Virginia J Christensen	
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Chung	
		 In memory of Mrs. Erling Tollefson
Billye Clark	
		 In memory of Marvin Clark
Puget Sound Collections	
Helen Corbett	
Raymond & Irene Correa	
Mrs. Pearle B. Craig	
		 In memory of Col. Bertie E. Craig
Dalphene Craig	
		 In memory of Lawrence D. Craig
Al & Marilyn Creten	
Kathryn Crippen	
		 In memory of Jim Crippen
Stan & Margaret Cruse	
Frank Dalsanto	

Russ & Melissa Darneille	
		 In memory of Uncle Clem
Charles Davis	
		 In memory of Sylvia Davis
Lillian Davis	
Judith Davis	
		 In memory of Bill Wynne
Melody Davis	
		 In memory of Jim (Papa) Grifýn
Dolores DeLorenzo
		 In memory of Robert DeLorenzo
Tony & Jaedene DeRosa	
		 In memory of Mary Defazio
Rich & Lisa Devlin	
Carroll Dickson Family	
		 In memory of Nancy Dickson and D.R. & 	
		 Mrs. T.W. Novak
Matt & Andi Dmytryszyn	
		 In memory of Bohdan Dmytryszyn
Janine Doney	
Betty L. Dosa	
		 In memory of Gene Dosa
Beverly Drake	
		 In memory of John Drake & Geneva 		
		 Smith
Tony & Tami Driscoll	
Chris & Amie Durbin	
Jack & Didi Durkin	
Durrett Family Trust	
		 In memory of Herman Durrett
Izzy Edwards	
Steve & Rosemary Emm	
		 In memory of Richard & Alma Emm/Bill 	
		 & Doris Watiers
Felt Family	
		 In celebration of Abby's Graduation
The Fergusons	
		 In memory of Harry Ferguson
Mike & Patty Field	
		 In memory of Elmer Field & Don Masko
Leo and Betty Finnegan	
Wally Fleissner	
Doug & Diane (Murphy) Forsberg	
		 In memory of Marian & Roy Murphy
L.C. France	
Friends of Diane Moseid	
		 In celebration of Diane Moseid
James P. Gagliardi, DDS	
		 In celebration of the great Town of Fircrest
Florence R. Garrick	
		 In memory of "John"
Thelma & Chuck Gilmur	
Diane Gilsdorf	
		 In memory of my husband, Les D. 
		 Gilsdorf
Rena Girard	
Patricia Glaser	
Julie Golob	
		 In memory of Albert & Leslie Golob
Wilfred & Evelyn Gosnell	
The Greener Bean Coffee Co
		 In celebration of Jesus Christ our risen 		
		 Lord
Chris & Gary Gruver	
		 In memory of the ofýcers killed in the line 	
		 of duty in 2009
 Haddow 1999 Trust	
		 In memory of George Haddow
Jackie Hagen	
		 In memory of Dr. Norman R. Hagen

Christina Hall	
Craig & Theresa Hamilton	
Nelda Hanson	
		 In memory of Ted
Carolyn Harn	
		 In memory of Bill Harn
James/Dorothy Harrison	
		 In memory of Jay A. Harrison
Arline Hart	
		 In memory of Loved Ones
Charles Hawkins	
		 In memory of My Dad, Dr. Darrel Hawkins
Marcia R., Jack, Gregory Hersey	
		 In memory of Gordon Hersey, Myrna 		
	Cutler, Rose Marie Raudebaugh
Dick & Lois Hodges	
		 In celebration of 35 years in Fircrest
Becky & Chuck Hoffman	
Rex V. Holmes	
		 In memory of Neva
LaVone Marie Holzborn	
		 In celebration of our caring community 	
		 of Fircrest
Howard C. Hunter	
Marlys Huppert	
		 In memory of Kenneth Huppert
Sandra Jacobson	
Verda Jacobson	
		 In memory of Milton Jacobson
Bertil & Nancy Johnson	
		 In memory of Bertil & Pearl Johnson
Betty J. Johnson	
Linda Johnson	
		 In memory of Katie Hutchison
Johnson, Stone & Pagano P.S.	
Gisela Josephson    In memory of Jim
Pamela & Robert Judson	
Jayne Jueling	
		 In memory of Helmut L. Jueling
Bernice Kade	
		 In memory of Bert Kade
Tracy Rioux & Randal Kamradt	
Paul Kelsay	
Barbara & Herman Kleiner	
		 In celebration of our City
Greg & Jaaue' Kleiner	
		 In celebration of our granddaughter's
	   5th birthday
Rich & Sharon Knoll	
Paul Knoop	
Vince & Marilyn Kokich	
		 In memory of Gail Shapiro
A. Kovach	
Ken Kramer	
		 In memory of Val and Mickey Kramer
Jim Kropelnicki	
		 In memory of Eric Kropelnicki
John & Janice Laakso	
		 In celebration of our grandchildren: Lila and 	
		 Elyssa
Jo LaFreniere	
		 In memory of Jerry LaFreniere
Patrick & Deanne Langevin & Family	
		 In memory of Carol Hamilton
Charles & Constance Lassiter
		 In celebration of improving our community
Liz Lassoie	
		 In memory of Joseph P. Lassoie



Ellida Lathrop	
		 In celebration of Dance Theater Northwest
Brian & Melissa Laubach	
Al & Sheila Linggi	
		 In memory of Albert J. Linggi, Sr.
Adrienne McMeekin Lisle	
Sue & Rick Little	
Dan & Janet Loth	
		 In memory of Fred Smith, Randy Tipps, Mike 	
		 Perrotti
Josephine Luppino
		 In memory of Dan Luppino
Jennifer & Arnold Lytle	
Patricia Macaluso	
		 In memory of Mary Hardy Defazio; Lois & 	
		 John Hardy
Shirley & Tony Mahar	
		 In memory of our daughter, Debora M. 		
		 Deveaux
Shirley Manley	
Tom & Elvira Manley	
		 In celebration of living in Fircrest
Donald & Cecilia Maskell	
		 In memory of Howard & Gloria Maskell and 	
		 Grace Lang
Glenna Masko	
		 In memory of Don Masko
Susan Mattingly	
		 In memory of Alice Wallace; Wanda Seeley
Sue Mattingly	
Carolyn Mayer       In memory of Karl Mayer
Ted Mazatier	
		 In celebration of 65 years of marriage
Marline G. McClane	
		 In memory of Mark D. Weaver/Don Paul 
Weaver
Madelyn & David McDougall	
John McDivitt	
K. McVay	
Keith and Imelda Mead
		 In celebration of Caitlin Mead's graduation 	
		 from UW	
Jeff & Tami Meek	
		 In memory of Ed Huntington
Lee & Jan Mickelson	
		 In celebration of living in Fircrest
Dolores Middlekauff	
Barbara Miller	
		 In memory of Peter Miller
Pamela & John Miller	
		 In memory of Mary and Elbert Eakin
Warren & Laura Mitchell	
Pat Monahan	
		 In memory of John & Marie Monahan
Wanda Nadal	
Curtis & Phyllis Naef	
		 In memory of Todd & Becky Slingland
Names Family LP	
		 In memory of Scot and Clint Names
Nguyen Thi
Carol Nickelson	
		 In memory of Arnold & Lois Stromme
Bud & Joan Niebergall	
Jake & Jeannie Nist	
Paddy Nomellini	
		 In memory of Laura Roberts
Arnold & Elaine Nordlund	
		 In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Garýeld Andersen
Joe Nugent	
Jim & Margo Nunn	
		 In memory of James & Suzanne Nunn
John & Peg O'Brien	
Barbara O'Connell	
		 In celebration of Fircrest's wonderful spirit

Ted Olberg	
		 In celebration of 63 years in Fircrest
Lee & Diane Oliver	
Bob & Judy Orlando	
Fred & Stephanie Ostmann	
Daniel & Karen Patjens	
Bert Paul/Fircrest Regents W LLC	
Jim & Ann Paulik	
		 In memory of Gordon Winsley
V.M. Pellessier	
Gordy & Dona Pfeifer	
		 In memory of Louise Hagen
Roy J. Polley	
		 In celebration of my wife Linda's devotion 	
		 to me
Ken Porter	
University Place Radiator, Muffler, Brake Inc.
Terry & Nancy Read	
		 In memory of Dorothy J. Iverson & Myron 	
		 E. Iverson
Michael G. Rebar	
Michael & Sharon Rebar	
Robin & Linda Rego	
		 In memory of Clarence & Jean Rego
Robert & Dorris Reiber	
		 In celebration of our years in Fircrest
Dean & Kristina Rennie	
John L. Rieck	
		 In memory of John L. Rieck
David & Betty Roberts	
		 In memory of Laura Jean and Sarah Lynne
Kris Roberts	
		 In celebration of living in a beautiful
		 little city.
Jean Unruh & Ross Robinson	
		 In memory of Bill Robinson
Bart & Penny Rohrs	
		 In celebration of our grandson Charlie
		 In memory of  Mildred Rohrs and Myrtle
		 Harding
Rick Rosenbladt	
		 In memory of my wife, Susan
Philip E. Ross	
		 In memory of my wife Joyce
Edward "Jim" Ross	
Chris & Carole Rucker	
Peg Rucker	
		 In memory of Burrell Rucker
Mary Francis Rudy	
Ralph & Doris Russo	
		 In memory of Ralph & Peggy Russo
Gail & Alan Ryan	
Laure Bayer & Rick Sanborn	
Mario and Dorothy Santelli	
		 In celebration of Fircrest
Mr. & Mrs. Stanton Schack	
		 In memory of Kim Schack Feldhaus
Olive Scornaienchi	
		 In memory of John Scornaienchi
George Scornaienchi	
		 In memory of Joy R. Scornaienchi
Leland & Carol Searles	
Steve & Kay Shaben	
		 In memory of Anne
Lloyd & Caroll Silver	
		 In memory of Lena Silver & Geneva Smith
Robert & Gertrude Slingland	
		 In memory of Becky & Todd Slingland
Marcus & Nadine Smaby	
Ely Smith	     In memory of Ray Smith
Bob & Arlene Sonneman	
		 In memory of our friends Dr. Raymond & 
		 Teddy Ellis

Alfred Stacey	
		 In celebration of living in Fircrest
Denny & Judy Stageberg	
		 In celebration of our military and police force
John Stenger 
Jim & Dot Stevenson	
Willie & Faye Stewart	
		 In memory of Curtis E. Neal Jr
Bob & Wilma Stratton
		 In celebration of 49 years on Farallone Ave.
Lee LaZelle & June Summerville	
Sully & Vee Sutherlin	
	   In memory of Charles M. Landis
Verlee Sutherlin	
	   In memory of Charles M. Landis
Inge J. Swenson	
	   In memory of Kenneth L. Swenson
Lisa Taylor	
	   In memory of Charles E. Taylor III
John & Alice Taylor	
Pat & Bob Thaden	
Carol Thompson	
Wayne & Georgia Thronson	
John & Alice Tollefson	
	   In memory of Loved Ones
Martha Torres	
	   In memory of my daughter-in-law Sokun Theary 	
		 Lim
Markeen Tower	
		 In memory of Scott S. Wilkes
Tony Van Tran & Phung TranCao	
Ray & Shirley Tronson	
		 In celebration of prayers answered for family
Kirk & Deidre Turnbull	
Lee & Janet Turnbull	
		 In memory of Loved Ones
Pete Abbott & Lynne Turner	
		 In memory of Mary Abbott
Michael J. Turner (Attorney at Law)	
Ross Robinson & Jean Unruh	
		 In memory of George & Doris Robinson
Mel & Judy Urschel	
Mary Valentine	
		 In memory of Del
Don & Elaine Van Eycke	
Vaughn Bay Construction	
Art & Joy Viafore	
Marie H. Walker	
		 In memory of Johnny W. Walker/Jerry Kucich
Denny & Jill Waltier	
Darren & Myshile Waltier	
Diane & Robert Warren	
John & Myrna Weber	
Scoot & Bev Wheeler	
		 In celebration of living in Fircrest for 46 years!
Bill & Becky Wiggins	
Dave & Jill Wilger	
Wayne Willis	
Shirley Winsley	
		 In memory of Gordon Winsley & Bob Whitsell
Reneé & Bobby Wirth	
Eric Wiseman	
Neil & Donna Wissing	
		 In memory of Kim Wissing
Kim Wissing	
		 In memory of Kim Wissing
Chris Wynne & Family	
		 In memory of Bill Wynne
Sean Yean	
		 In celebration of 12th Anniversary
Heather Young	
Loree Zehnder	
		 In memory of Ann Elliott & Marie Hogarth

Community Supporters
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SOUTH 19TH STREET PAVEMENT 
RESTORATION PROJECT

	 The City of Fircrest has received a $570,900 
federal grant to perform pavement restoration 
on the south half of South 19th (Columbia) 
Street from Mildred Street to Summit Avenue.  
Construction will consist of grinding down the 
top 2 inches of existing asphalt and repaving the 
ground-out area. Some sewer and water main 
work also will be included in the project to avoid 
tearing up the road again in the near future for 
these facilities. Actual construction is projected 
to begin in August.

BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE TEST 
– REQUIRED BY STATE LAW  

     As you may or may not be aware, the City of 
Fircrest has a system-wide cross connection con-
trol program. The primary method of cross con-
nection control is the installation of a backflow 
assembly that prevents any potential backflow 
from a non-potable water system into the City’s 
water supply system.
    Washington State regulations require backflow 
assemblies to be tested at least once each year 
to ensure they are properly functioning and that 
the test results be provided to the water purveyor 
(i.e. The City of Fircrest). If you have a backflow 
prevention device on your water system, gener-
ally for an irrigation system, you are required to 
have the device tested annually. If the City has a 
record of you having such a device, this spring 
you will receive a notification of the need to have 
the annual test performed. Failure to have the 
required test performed, and to provide the test 
results to the City of Fircrest, will result in your 
water service being shut off until the required 
test is performed.

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN
    The draft Storm Water Management Plan soon 
will be presented to the City Council for adoption. 
If you have any comments about the plan you 
can mail them to the Public Works Department 
at 115 Ramsdell Street, Fircrest, WA 98466, or 
you can submit them by email to Bill Larkin, 
our interim Public Works Director, at blarkin@
cityoffircrest.net.
     The draft plan can be found at the City’s web-
site at www.cityoffircrest.net. 

REPLACEMENT OF BROKEN 
OR DAMAGED SIDEWALK

  If the sidewalk adjacent to your property is bro-
ken or otherwise damaged, you would be liable 
for any injuries to persons who might trip and 

fall because of the condition of the sidewalk.  In 
order to eliminate these dangerous conditions, the 
City will provide assistance to replace areas of 
dangerous sidewalk.  If requested by the property 
owner, City staff will remove the damaged sec-
tion of sidewalk at no cost to the homeowner.  It 
will then be the responsibility of the homeowner 
to have new sidewalk constructed in place of that 
which was removed.
  For more information about the program, or 
to schedule the removal of damaged sidewalk, 
call the City’s Public Works Department at 564-
8900.
.

SEWER PROJECT UPDATE
  The City did not receive the requested loan 
through the State Revolving Fund for a portion 
of the project. Our next step is to apply for a 
Public Works Trust Fund Construction Loan for a 
portion of the project.  That loan application was 
submitted in early May.  We will not know if our 
project is recommended for funding until August, 
and will not know if money will be available 
until the State Legislature adopts the 2011-2012 
biennial budget in March 2011.
  If we are selected for funding, and funding is 
available through this program, construction will 
start in August 2011. We also are submitting an 
application for a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development Loan for the project.  We are 
eligible for the USDA loan because of our small 
population. If either of these loan requests are 
approved construction will start next year.

DON’T POLLUTE
     Remember that most all of the storm drainage 
from within the City of Fircrest ends up in Leach 
Creek, which goes into Chambers Creek.  Any-
thing that ends up in a catch basin ultimately ends 
up in those creeks, so make sure that nothing you 
do results in pollutants of any kind getting into 
a catch basin. This includes soapy water used to 
wash your car. You can keep this kind of pollut-
ant out of the storm drainage system by washing 
your car on the grass or on a gravel area where 
the polluted water will not run into the street and 
into the City’s storm drainage system. 

ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION AND 
ELIMINATION HOTLINE:  253-564-8900

   The discharge of pollutants into the City’s 
storm drainage system is illegal.  If you observe 
anyone discharging a pollutant into the City’s 
storm drainage system, please notify the City at 
the above hotline number.

public works dept.

City Staff

Bill Brandon	
                              City Manager

John Cheesman
                               Police Chief

Bill Larkin 
     Interim Public Works Director	
	             

Bev Olsen	
                     Court Administrator

Jeff Davis
    Water/Sewer/Streets Foreman       	
                          

Colleen Cocoran	           
 Finance Director

Ray Gilmore	    
          Planning/Building Director    	

                       

Rick Rosenbladt 	                     
City Clerk

Jeff Grover	                          
Recreation Director
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In meetings April – May 2010, 
the Council:

• Reviewed and discussed the 
Liquor License Application 
for the Shogun Japanese Ex-
press restaurant.

• Adopted a resolution autho-
rizing a two-year extension of 
the Banking Services Agree-
ment with Columbia Bank.

• Adopted a resolution ap-
pointing Councilmember Mc-
Vay as primary representative 
and Mayor David Viafore as 
alternate representative to 
the Pierce County Regional 
Council.

• Held a special meeting study 
session to discuss proposed 
low income utility rates, Pub-
lic Works Trust Fund loan 

application greenhouse gas 
reduction requirements, pro-
posed sewer rate increases, 
sewer funding, side sewers 
and water main construction 
and to hear an update on the 
2010 U.S. Amateur Tourna-
ment.

• Discussed the City Manag-
er’s performance evaluation.

• Held a special meeting to 
discuss previous sewer rate 
increases, proposed sewer rate 
increases, consensus on sewer 
rate increases, prioritization of 
sewer projects, pipe busting 
and relining of sewers, sewer 
replacement needed in addi-
tion to the Backyard Sewer 
Main Replacement Project, 
sewer financing options in-
cluding the Public Works 
Trust Fund, US Department of 

Agriculture and bonding and 
the proposed Berkeley Avenue 
sewer extension.

• Set Budget Study Sessions 
for October 4, 11 and 25, 2010, 
at 6 p.m.

• Set a public hearing on No-
vember 9, 2010, at 7:15 p.m., 
to receive comments on the 
Preliminary 2011 Budget.

• Set a public hearing on No-
vember 23, 2010, at 7:15 p.m., 
to receive comments on the 
2011 Budget.

• Adopted a resolution adopt-
ing Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Reduction Policies of the City 
of Fircrest.

• Held a special meeting study 
session to discuss open and 

contained fires, street trees and 
maintenance responsibilities, 
the proposed 2011-2016 Six 
Year Comprehensive Street 
Program, USDA loan process, 
sewer loan and water main 
replacement loan, Community 
Center Advisory Committee 
Report and Discussion on 
Parks and Recreation and the 
Fircrest Municipal Develop-
ment Committee.

• Held a public hearing to re-
ceive comments on a proposed 
Water Utility credit for low in-
come seniors and low income 
disabled persons.

• Held a public hearing to 
receive comments on a pro-
posed Sewer Utility credit for 
low income seniors and low 
income disabled persons.

• 

City Council Highlights

Senior and Disabled 
Utility Discounts

Chris Gruver 
Councilmember

Matthew Jolibois  
Councilmember

Kathy L. McVay 
Councilmember

Robert Thaden  
Mayor Pro Tempore

Michael Weinman 
  Councilmember

Denny Waltier 
Councilmember

David M. Viafore 
Mayor  

Focus on Fire Extinguishers
   With proper care and caution, many 
accidental fires can be prevented. 
However, if a fire breaks out, having 
an extinguisher can be a lifesaver. 
Placed near an exit, in an easy-to-
grab spot, it can put out a small 
fire before firefighters arrive, or at 
least suppress the flames while you escape 
(always call 911 to report a fire before you 
attempt to extinguish it). 

What Type? 
     Household extinguishers are classified A, 
B or C on the label to indicate which types 
of fires – ordinary combustibles, flammable 
liquids, or electrical – you can use them 
on. Most of the extinguishers sold at retail 

outlets are classified A:B:C and fight 
all three types of fires.

How do I use it? 
    It is very important to know how 
to properly use your fire extinguisher.  
Tacoma Fire Department recom-
mends using the “PASS” method: 
• Pull the pin to break the fire extin-

guishers seal.
• Aim low, pointing the extinguisher 
nozzle, horn, or hose at the base of the fire. 
• Squeeze the handle to release the extin-
guishing agent.
• Sweep from side to side at the base of the 
fire until the fire is out. Watch the area. If the 
fire reignites, repeat the steps above.

   

TACOMA FIRE DEPARTMENT
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   At its June 8 meeting, the Fircrest 
City Council passed two ordinances 
providing a 25% credit on the sewer 
and minimum water charges for low 
income seniors and low income dis-
abled persons who are receiving a low 
income senior or low income disabled 
person credit on their electric bill from 
Tacoma Power.
   To be eligible for the new City of 
Fircrest credits, a person must provide 
City of Fircrest utility billing staff with 
their most recent bill from Tacoma 
Power showing that they are receiving 
a low income senior or low income 
disabled person discount from Tacoma 
Power.



TOWN TOPICS
City of Fircrest
115 Ramsdell St.

Fircrest, WA 98466

PARKS AND RECREATiON

Strawberry Feed and Band Concert
Sunday, June 27, 6 p.m.
Fircrest Park and Community Center
This is a special day in the park, listen-
ing to enjoyable band music. Strawberry 
shortcake is $2. 

Movie & Picnic in the Park
Friday, July 9, 9:45 p.m.
Fircrest Park
Movie starts at dark, around 9:45 p.m.

Classic Car Show 
Sunday, July 11
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
Fircrest Park
This Fircrest tradition returns with more 
than 300 cars on display. 

Fircrest Fun Days
Friday, August 13, 5 – 10 p.m.
Saturday, August 14, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Fireworks at Dusk 
On Saturday, Kiwanis will be serving a 
delicious breakfast and the fun will begin.
The crowd-favorite New Blues Brothers will 
perform on Friday night this year. 

Fircrest Field Day
August 28
Fircrest Park
Come to the park for a picnic and some 
good old-fashioned games.

 

Thanks to the following businesses,  organizations and  individuals for their sponsorship    	
  of Fircrest activities over the past year. 

H.E. Anderson Family 
	 Foundation
TAPCO Credit Union
Columbia Bank
Harborstone Credit Union
Innovative Fitness 
Cost Less Prescriptions
Target
Sterling Savings
Right at Home
Fircrest Golf Course
McDonalds

West End Pub and Grill
Carnival Time
Dick Trask Photography
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Westside Disposal
Forza Coffee
REI
Sterling Savings
Espresso Yourself
Liberty Towing
Exercise Science Center 
Fircrest Community Club

Fircrest Kiwanis
Tacoma Narrows Rotary
Starbucks
Michelle McLean
Dick & Sandy Trask
Derek & Mandy Stansbury
John & Dana Cheesman
Traci Frazier
Cheryl Evans
Chris Gruver
Jeff Norbom
Mark Coy

Mother Nature has provided a lot of 
natural watering this spring, but this is 
normally the time when residents begin 
watering their lawns. The following 
provides information on how to water 
efficiently. Efficient use of water will 
decrease your utility bill.

• Water deeply 
and infrequently 
to wet the lawn’s 
entire root zone. 
Grasses do well 
when the whole 
root zone becomes 
wet and is allowed 
to partially dry be-
tween watering. 

• Grass needs about 1 inch of water per 
week (including rainfall) in summer and 
less when the weather has been cool and 
cloudy.

• Avoid runoff by checking to make sure 
you are not applying water faster than soil 
can accept it. Look for water pooling on 
the surface of the ground or running down 
the gutter when you water. 

• Adjust sprinkler position to apply wa-
ter only on target areas. Keep sprinklers 
from watering the pavement.

• Water in early morning or late evening 
to reduce water loss due to evaporation 
and wind.

• Adjust watering schedules with 
weather and cool conditions.  Decrease 
the amount you water by the amount it 
has rained.

• Proper lawn care and watering can 
reduce your annual lawn care and water 
usage costs.

For more information on yard care go 
to www.tpchd.org/naturalyardcare

PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid

Tacoma, WA 
Permit #236

Learn How to Water Your 
Lawn Efficiently

Thank You, Sponsors 
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    The City welcomes your compliments, 
concerns and suggestions for improve-
ment. Fill out comment forms at sugges-
tion boxes placed at City Hall and the 
Community Center. The forms are also 
available on the City's website (www.
cityoffircrest.net) and can either be put in 
the suggestion box, dropped off at City 
Hall or mailed to the City. The forms will 
be given to the City Manager and to the 
appropriate department. 

We Want Your Suggestions!


