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THE CITY OF FIRCREST 
115 RAMSDELL St.
FIRCREST, WA 98466

City Councilmembers were sworn 
into office on Jan. 8 after winning 
reelection to their positions on the 
Council in November 2007. From 
left, are Councilmembers Michael 
Weinman, Robert Thaden and 
David Viafore. The Council elected 
Councilmember Kathy McVay as 
Mayor and Councilmember Thaden 
as Mayor Pro Tempore. 

Reelected Councilmembers 
Begin New Terms 

MAYORôS MESSAGE

    This has been an especially harsh winter 
and Iôm sure everyone is looking forward to 
springtime.  Spring is a great time of year when 
Fircrest looks its best with all the blooming rho-
dodendrons and other colorful flowers, greening 
trees and lush green lawns. Itôs a time we can all 
be proud we live in such a beautiful community.
    As part of the Cityôs effort to keep Fircrest 
the beautiful community it is, I encourage you 
to continue your participation in the Fircrest 
Beautification Program. Your donations help 
purchase the hanging baskets that annually line 
The Boulevard, as well as the Fircrest Fun Days 
fireworks display. This year weôre asking for 
your beautification ideas for future years. Thanks 
for your continuing support of this program. 
    Spring is also the time when Fircrestôs com-
munity activities get underway and continue 
throughout the summer. First is the Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on March 22, followed by 
the Fish ón Fun event on April 12. Local 
baseball and softball leagues get going in 

May, the pool opens Memorial Day weekend, 
and all the summer events follow. Be sure to 
watch the reader board on The Boulevard for 
special announcements and event reminders. 
    Fircrest isnôt only a beautiful and fun place 
to call home; itôs safe here too. Please take a 
look at the Police Departmentôs year-end statis-
tics on page 6 and see our relatively low rates 
for major crimes such as burglaries, robberies 
and assaults. You will also see that our Police 
Department is doing a good job in keeping 
our streets safe from speeders and other traffic 
violators, judging from the increase in traffic 
citations. Recruitment of the additional officer 
is nearly complete so weôll have another officer 
on the streets just in time for summer traffic and 
activities.
   Iôm proud to have served the community for 
the last 14 years and I look forward to the years 
ahead as your mayor. 

Kathy L. McVay
Mayor

Community Sponsorship Insert: See the flyer inside about the 2008 Fircrest Community 
Sponsorship Program, which has information and a form for sponsoring the Cityôs beautification 
program. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

GARBAGE RATE INCREASE
    Westside Disposal has announced that rates will increase effective March 
1 as allowed by contract with the City of Fircrest. The rate increase reflects 
the 3% disposal increase at Pierce County landfill. Also included is a CPI-
based annual adjustment of 2.04%. A public hearing was conducted on the 
proposed increase on January 22, 2008.   
    Rates charged Fircrest customers will increase just over 2%. For exam-
ple, the rate for a customer who has weekly pickup of a 24-gallon toter will 
increase from $22.02 to $22.58 per month.

Questions about Garbage Collection? 
    People with questions about garbage/recycling and yard waste collection 
should contact Westside Disposal at 564-3212 or 564-3215.

ALAMEDA AVENUE WATER MAIN 
    Beginning in June, just after school lets out 
for the summer, construction will start on a new 
12-inch water main in Alameda Avenue from 
Greenway Avenue to Panorama Drive and in 
Claremont Street from Alameda Avenue to 
Claremont Court. This construction will take 
eight weeks, during which time there will be 
significant disruption to vehicular traffic on 
Alameda Avenue. This project is intended to 
improve service and fire flow capabilities to 
areas adjacent to the new water main.

MAJOR PAVEMENT PATCHING
    There are a number of locations throughout 
the City where the pavement surface has dete-
riorated to the point that the pavement, along 
with some of the materials below the pavement, 
need to be removed and replaced. These areas 
are generally not very large but the removal 
and replacement operation will require some 
temporary street closures. Signing explaining 
the dates and durations of such closures will be 
placed on the affected roadways a few days in 
advance of starting work.

SIX-YEAR TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)
    Each year the City is required to update its 
Six Year TIP which identifies the transportation 
related capital improvements planned over the 
next six years. Input from citizens of Fircrest 
regarding projects that need to be included 
in the Six-Year Program is important to the 
development of the program. Therefore, if you 
have any suggestions about improvements you 
believe should be included in the program, 
please call Bill Larkin, Public Works Director, 
at 564-8900.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM
    The City is about to begin development of 
the Stormwater Management Program required 
by the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System, Phase II Permit. The program is 
required to provide ongoing opportunities for 
public involvement in the decision-making 
process involving the development, implemen-
tation and update of the program.
    At some point in the development of the 
program public meetings and/or hearings will 
be held to obtain public input into the develop-
ment of the program.  However, you are invited 
at this time to provide any input or suggestions 
you may have regarding the development of 
the program and how to decrease pollutants in 
stormwater runoff from the City.
    Any suggestions and/or comments you may 
have regarding development of the program can 
be submitted to Bill Larkin at 564-8900.

DID YOU KNOW?
    Almost all of the storm drainage from within 
the City of Fircrest ends up in Leach Creek, 
which goes into Chambers Creek. Therefore, 
any pollutants that get into the Cityôs storm 
drainage system ends up in these creeks. There 
are a number of activities that result in pollut-
ants entering the Cityôs storm drainage system:

Å Car washing where the washwater flows into 
the street.  Washing your car on lawn or gravel 
areas will prevent the washwater from entering 
the storm drainage system.

Å Overwatering lawn areas causing runoff 
from the lawn to go into the street.  This runoff 
often carries fertilizer chemicals to the storm 
drainage system.  Avoiding overwatering also 
saves money by decreasing your water bill.

FIRCREST
CITY

COUNCIL

Kathy L. McVay
(Mayor)

Chris Gruver

Hans Hechtman 

Matthew Jolibois

Robert Thaden
(Mayor Pro Tempore)

David M. Viafore

Mike Weinman

 The Fircrest City Council 
meets the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers at City 
Hall. The Council con-
ducts study sessions the 

third Monday of the month 
at 6 p.m. in the Council 

Chambers at Fircrest City 
Hall. Council meetings and 
study sessions are open to 

the public.
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PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT

   In December the Fircrest City Council 
adopted a budget that will serve as a financial 
plan and operations guide for the City through-
out 2008. Strong effort was made in the budget 
to maximize the level of public services while 
minimizing the level of debt and maintaining 
adequate reserves. 
    The City Council goal was to maintain 
City services and programs at 2007 levels. 
As a result, expenditures and revenues were 
budgeted conservatively and cost containment 
was implemented throughout the budget. The 

budget provides services at 2007 levels and 
provides 3.3% cost of living increases for 
employees. 
    The budget includes a 1% increase in prop-
erty tax revenue in addition to revenue from 
new construction. New development in 2008 is 
expected to include the second of two commer-
cial buildings in the Emerson Courtyard proj-
ect, the Village Square redevelopment project, 
11 additional units at Wellington Apartments, 
three new infill homes, five short plats and 
various remodels. 

 2008 City Budget 

LIBRARY CARD REIMBURSEMENTS
    Reimbursement is available for Fircrest 
residents who purchase library cards at the 
Tacoma Public Library in 2008. Residents 
should bring their receipt for the card to City 
Hall. Reimbursement is sent through the mail. 
Fircrest children attending Tacoma Schools can 
receive a free library card.

CITY STAFF

Bill Brandon 
               City Manager

John Cheesman
                 Police Chief

Bill Larkin
    Interim Public Works  
           Director

Bev Olsen 
       Court Administrator

Jeff Davis
      WaterSewer/Streets         
                      Foreman

Colleen Cocoran 
           Finance Director

Ray Gilmore 
          Planning/Building         

                       Director

Rick Rosenbladt  
                    City Clerk

Frank Mellas 
       Contracted Building            

                      Inspector

USE ñFIRCRESTò IN ADDRESSES 
    Residents are reminded to always use 
ñFircrestò and not ñTacomaò with their street 
address on their income tax returns or when 
signing up for new customer accounts such as 
cable television, phone service, and power.
    When customers use ñTacomaò in the address, 
sales and use taxes paid by customers are often 
misdirected to Tacoma instead of Fircrest. 
  Fircrest depends on utility tax revenues to help 
provide City services. Please help out by always 
using ñFircrest, WAò in your address.  
    Fircrest businesses should use the correct 
location code number (2707) when filling out 
sales tax forms for the state Department of 
Revenue so the appropriate sales tax revenue is 
returned to the City.

BUSINESS LICENSES
    Renewal forms for business licenses were 
sent out in November and due back by January 
31, 2008. The renewal fee is $65 for the calen-
dar year. A $35 penalty is assessed after January 
31. Operating any business in Fircrest requires a 
license.

 AFFORDABLE HOUSING STUDY
    Fircrest Planning/Building staff has been 
working with other cities in Pierce County in 
evaluating a proposed affordable housing pro-
gram.  Under the auspices of the Pierce County 
Growth Management Coordinating Committee 
(composed of staff from the County and cities 
within Pierce County), and in conjunction with 
a consultant, Pacific Municipal Corporation 
(PMC), the group has conducted several meet-
ings over the past 6 months to evaluate data, 
growth projections, growth capacity and pos-
sible formulae to use in determining a ñfair-
shareò affordable housing policy.  
    Needless to say, affordable housing is a big 
issue in the Puget Sound region.  Housing prices 
have more than doubled in the past 5 years, 
placing the purchase of a first home out of reach 
for many families and individuals. But itôs not 
just houses alone. Rents continue to increase as 
the demand also increases. Conversion of apart-
ments to condominiums tightens the market 
even further.

    Whatever proposal the GMCC develops, it 
must go through an extensive public review pro-
cess with the Pierce County Regional Council, 
which is comprised of elected officials from 
Pierce County and all cities within the County. 
Should a policy document be developed to 
address affordable housing, it must be ratified 
by a 75% vote of the cities within the County.

REMINDER ON BUILDING
 A NEW FENCE
    If youôre contemplating 
building a new fence, you may 
want to contact the staff at the 
Planning-Building Department. 
New fences are subject to a fence 
permit, which can be issued the 
same day you apply. And, the fence permit 
costs absolutely nothing.  The primary purpose 
for requiring the permit is to ensure that the new 
fence meets the height and location standards of 
the cityôs development regulations.




