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OPICS

The City of Fircrest

Newly Formed Community Center
Advisory Group Needs Members

Are you interested in giving something back
to your community? Apply for a position on
the Citys new Community Center Advisory
Committee.

The committee is being created by the City
Council to focus community attention and
resources on enhancing the programs, services
and value of the Community Center.

The committee will assist the parks and
recreation staff in program, fund-raising and
volunteer efforts, and will advise on Community
Center matters.

The committee will be made up of 12 T 15
citizens and will meet monthly. Appointed mem-
bers will serve no more than two, 3-year terms.
Members will be expected to work on at least
one of three subcommittees. The committeeds

The Roy H. Murphy Community Center is the heart of
Fircrestés parks system.

first meeting will be held in June.

Application forms are available at City Hall
and the Community Center. For more informa-
tion, stop by the Community Center or call 564-
8177.

MAYORIS MESSAGE

Spring is the time of year in Fircrest when our
attention is often focused on the parks and rec-
reation activities. Our ballfields are filled with
both children and adults, participating in the
Citybs recreation softball and baseball leagues.
Soon our swimming pool will open and throngs
of people, young and old alike, will come to the
pool to swim, play or take swimming lessons.

The tot lot is full of toddlers and their moms
and dads, anxious to get out and enjoy the warm-
er weather after an especially long winter. Others
will be out enjoying a picnic at one of the Citybs
picnic areas.

I know our well-used parks facilities and
recreational activities are important to Fircrest
residents. We have exceptional parks and recre-
ational programs and we are always looking for
ways to make them even better. This spring the
City sent out a Recreation Survey which many
residents filled out and returned. Wedll be taking
a close look at residents priorities and ideas in
the survey to help us further build a recreation
program that better serves the community.

People interested in our parks system have
an opportunity to participate in the planning

improvements at Fircrest Community Center by
volunteering to serve on the new Community
Center Citizens Advisory Committee. |
encourage citizens interested in our parks and
the related activities to become involved in
your community by serving on this committee.
You can read more about it in an article on this
page.

I also encourage residents interested in the
growth and development of Fircrest to volunteer
to serve on the Planning Commission, which will
have an opening in June. This is another way to
contribute something back to your community.
Contact our Planning and Building Department
at City Hall if youdre interested in serving on the
Planning Commission.

Lastly, I want to remind everyone that with
spring here and summer approaching, more
people will be out enjoying the weather. Please
remember to watch out for kids on bicycles
and on our sidewalks as you drive in Fircrest
neighborhoods and near our parks. Make this an
enjoyable summer for everyone!

Kathy L. McVay,
Mayor
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The Fircrest City Council
meets the second and
fourth Tuesday of the
month at 7 p.m. in the

Council Chambers at City
Hall. The Council con-

ducts study sessions the

third Monday of the month
at 6 p.m. in the Council
Chambers at City Hall.
Council meetings and study
sessions are open to the
public.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

SIX-YEAR TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)

Each year the City is required to update its
Six Year TIP, which identifies the transporta-
tion related capital improvements planned over
the next six years. A first draft of the 2009-
2014 plan was presented to the City Council
on March 17. Input from citizens of Fircrest
regarding projects that need to be included in
the Six Year Program is important to the devel-
opment of the program. If you have any sugges-
tions about improvements you believe should be
included, please call Bill Larkin of the Public
Works Department at 564-8900.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

The City has begun the development of the
Stormwater Management Program required by
its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System, Phase Il Permit.  The program is
required to provide ongoing opportunities for
public involvement in the decision-making
process involving the development, implemen-
tation, and update regarding stormwater man-
agement.

During the programés development, public
meetings will be held to obtain citizen input.
Citizens are invited at this time to provide any
input or suggestions regarding development of
the program and how to decrease pollutants in
stormwater run-off from within the City.

Any suggestions and/or comments you may
have regarding development of the program can
be submitted to Bill Larkin at 564-8900.

PLEASE DONOT POLLUTE

Remember that most all of the storm drain-
age from within the City of Fircrest ends up
in Leach Creek which flows into Chambers
Creek. Anything that ends up in a catch basin
ultimately ends up in the creeks, so make sure to
prevent pollutants of any kind from getting into
a catch basin. This includes soapy water used to
wash your car. Please wash your car on the grass
or on a gravel area where the polluted water will
not run into the street and into the Cityds storm
drainage system.

BACKYARD SEWER REPLACEMENT

In late March the City submitted an applica-
tion to the State Public Works Board for a $1
million Public Works Trust Fund Preconstruction
Loan for the design of the proposed Backyard
Sewer Replacement Project. The loan has an
interest rate of only one-half percent per year.
The City Council has designated $180,000 of
Real Estate Excise Tax funds to provide the

15% local match required to obtain the 0.5%
interest loan. The City should know in May if it
has been successful in obtaining the loan.

The project in most areas involves replacing
or relocating sewer mains in backyards of hous-
es that need replacement but in most cases are
inaccessible. Approximately 510 homes in the
City will be impacted by the project. City staff
has been in contact with some of the affected
property owners. For information, call Public
Works at 564-8900.

SUMMER JOBS

Applications are being accepted for summer
positions with the Public Works Department.
Applicants must be at least 18 years old and
able to do general labor. College students home
for the summer are encouraged to apply. Stop by
the Public Works Facility across from City Hall
on Ramsdell Street for an application.

PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS

Alameda Avenue and Claremont Street
Water Main; The project schedule has been
accelerated in order to obtain bids during the
best bidding climate. Bids were opened on the
project on April 14, with construction scheduled
to begin on or about May 5. Alameda Avenue
will remain open to one-lane, two-way, flagger-
controlled traffic at all times during working
hours. At the end of each day the roadway will
be fully open to two-lane, two-way traffic.

Claremont Street and Sidewalk Improve-
ments; Bids on this project were opened on
April 14, with construction scheduled to begin
on or about May 5. Portions of Claremont Street
will be closed during construction. Signing will
be placed a few days prior to any closure to
notify users of the roadway closure.

Major Pavement Patching: There are a num-
ber of locations throughout the City where the
pavement surface has deteriorated to the point
that the pavement, along with some of the mate-
rials below the pavement, needs to be removed
and replaced. These areas generally are not very
large, but the removal and replacement opera-
tion requires some temporary street closures.
This work will occur this summer, and signing
explaining the dates and durations of such clo-
sures will be placed on the affected roadways a
few days in advance of starting work.

WORKING HOURS
Beginning in May, the Public Works
Department hours change to 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
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City Clerk
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Inspector

Jeff Grover
Recreation Director

PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT

PLANNING COMMISSION VACANCY

There will be a vacancy on the Planning
Commission as of June 15, 2008. Citizens
who are interested in serving on the Planning
Commission are encouraged to submit an appli-
cation. Applicants are required to be registered
voters residing within the City of Fircrest.
Applicants must submit a letter of interest to
the City. A brief biography is encouraged, but
is not required. All forms and any supporting
information must be submitted to the City no
later than Monday, May 19, 2008, at 10 a.m.

Appointments are made by the Fircrest
Mayor with confirmation of the City Council.
This is a volunteer, non-compensated position.
Planning commissioners serve a six-year term.
An appointment for this position is anticipated
to be made by June 1, 2008.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS

The Planning Commission is currently
reviewing proposed amendments to the
Comprehensive  Plan and Development
Regulations. The proposed Comprehensive
Plan amendments consist of revising and
updating policy on development of properties
within the Conservation Overlay areas and on
updating the Citybs capital facilities plan. The
proposed development regulation amendments
revise and update development standards for
properties within the Low Density Residential
Conservation Overlay Zone (R-4-C). Citizens
who are interested in these amendments should
contact the Planning/Building Department at
564-8901.

HOUSING UNIT AND POPULATION
ESTIMATE REPORT

The State of Washington Office of Financial
Management (OFM) recently sent to all cit-
ies and towns a request for the April 1, 2008
population determinations. This information is
used by OFM to annually determine the popula-
tion of all cities and towns in Washington as of
April 1. These populations are used as the basis
for allocation and payment of state funds. The
number of total completed separate housing
units reported by the City of Fircrest was 24,
bringing the draft estimate of the population to
6,371 on April 1, 2008. A final number will be
confirmed by OFM in June.

BUILDING ADECK, FENCE OR TRELLIS?

Residents are reminded to check with the
Planning/Building Department for permit
requirements prior to starting on a new project.
A A building permit is required prior to com-
mencing with repairing or replacing an existing
deck and also for the construction of a new
deck.
A A permit is required for the construction of
a fence in the front yard, on the street side of a
corner lot, a yard adjoining a through-lot street
frontage, or the area referred to as a clear vision
triangle. The maximum height of a front-yard
fence is 4 feet and it can be no more than 50%
obstructed (similar to a picket fence). On all
other areas of your property the fence can be a
6-foot high solid fence. Fence pillars or posts
can project one foot above the maximum fence
height.
A A trellis or other similar structure less than
120 square feet can be constructed on your
property without the requirement of a building
permit. You would still need to comply with set-
back and height requirements so please check
with the Planning/Building Department.

As outlined in the International Building
Code, unless your project is listed below, you
will probably need a building permit.

PROJECTS NOT NEEDING A PERMIT
A One-story detached accessory structures that
do not exceed 120 square feet in area;
A Fences not over 6 feet;
A Retaining walls not over 4 feet unless sup-
porting a surcharge;
A Water tanks with a capacity that does not
exceed 5,000 gallons;
A Sidewalks and driveways;
A Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets,
counter tops and similar finish work;
A Prefabricated swimming pools less than 24
inches deep;
A Swings and other playground equipment;
A Window awnings supported by an exterior
wall which do not project more than 54 inches
from the exterior wall and do not require addi-
tional support

The Planning/Building Department is open
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. to assist you with your
construction projects. Call 564-8901.

Community Sponsorship Program

Contributions are being accepted at City Hall for the 2008 Community Sponsorship Program.
Donations provide funding for the hanging flower baskets along Regents Boulevard and the fire-
works show at Fircrest Fun Days. Names of contributors will be published in the July edition of

Town Topics.
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CITY PHONE
NUMBERS
Administration/Finance
564-8901

Public Works
564-8900

Planning/Building
564-8902

Police (business)
565-1198

Fire (non-emergency)
564-2581

Recreation Center
564-8177

Municipal Court
564-8922

City Website
www.cityoffircrest.net

TOWN TOPICS

EMS LEVY RENEWAL ON
AUGUST 19 PRIMARY BALLOT

City of Fircrest voters will cast ballots in
the August 19 Primary Election on a six-year
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Levy.

In 1991, 1996 and 2002, Fircrest voters
approved a six-year levy for EMS. If approved,
the money from the levy helps to offset the costs
of emergency medical services provided by the
Fire Department.

All monies collected from the EMS Levy are
used to pay for Advanced Life Support Services
(ALS) and Basic Life Support Services (BLS) in
the City of Fircrest. The levy pays for a full-time
paramedic in the fire station, emergency medi-
cal technicians, heart monitor, miscellaneous
ALS and BLS equipment and covers all direct
advanced life support transportation costs pro-
vided by the Fire Department for Fircrest resi-
dents T except for exclusions disallowed by the
U.S. government.

If approved for the years 2009 T 2014, the
rate of 50 cents per $1,000 of assessed valuation
would continue. As a homeowner in Fircrest, if
you own a home valued at $100,000, you would
pay $50 per year for this service.

The City is also seeking individuals interested
in writing either for or against this ballot measure
for the Local Votersd Pamphlet. Interested per-
sons should contact City Clerk Rick Rosenbladt
at 238-4121.

POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

The City of Fircrest is seeking an individual
to serve on the Police Civil Service Commission.
Terms are for six years in the unpaid position.
Commissioners must be U.S. citizens, a resident
of Fircrest for three years preceding appoint-
ment and a registered voter of Pierce County.
The three- member commission meets the first
Monday of each month. The duties include
approving Police payroll certifications, conduct-
ing hearings and investigations, hearing appeals,
providing for competitive tests and certifying
eligibility lists. Appointments are made by the
City Manager with approval by the City Council.
Interested persons should contact City Manager
Bill Brandon at 564-8901

POLICE DEPARTMENT

OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Fircrest patrol officer Bob Deal
has been selected by his peers as
the 2007 Officer of the Year. This
is the second consecutive year he
has been selected for the honor.
Officer Deal has been with the
Fircrest Police Department for
about four years. Officer Deal
was presented a plaque that is
displayed on the wall at the police station.

Bob Deal

SUMMER SAFETY

Spring is here and motorists are asked to
drive slowly through neighborhoods and be alert
for children walking or riding bikes. Children, as
well as adults, must wear a helmet while riding a
bicycle, according to City ordinance.

NEW GENERATOR

A new generator will be installed this sum-
mer to provide emergency backup power at
the Public Safety Building. Fircrest Police and
Tacoma Fire are sharing the costs since both
agencies are housed there. A smaller generator
has provided backup power in the past, but not
enough for both departments.

SAFE RIDERS

Fircrest Police Department again this year
has teamed up with Subway sandwich shops
to sponsor a safe-rider program for children.
Children who are seen riding their bikes safely
and wearing a helmet can be issued a safe-rider
certificate by a Fircrest police officer. The cer-
tificates can be taken to a Subway shop for a free
sandwich.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Mark your calendars for the annual National
Night Out crime prevention event on Tuesday,
Aug. 5, 6:30 p.m., at Fircrest Park. Lots of
informative displays and fun activities are being
planned for people of all ages. Call the Police
Department at 565-1198 for more information.

HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN BEING DEVELOPED

The City of Fircrest is participating in the development of the Pierce County Hazard Mitigation
Plan. Local governments must have a federally approved Hazard Mitigation Plan in order to be eli-
gible for federal mitigation and disaster reimbursement funds.

The plan will be reviewed by staff from FEMA and the State Department of Emergency
Management. It will then be presented to the City Council for adoption in June 2008. To view the
plan, visit the Pierce County Department of Emergency Management website at www.co.pierce.wa.us/
mitigation. Click on fiRegion 5 (County-wide) Hazard Mitigation Plan, then click on iCity and Town
Groupo then click on City of Fircrest. Comments from the public are welcome. Contact City Clerk
Rick Rosenbladt at 238-4121 or Police Chief John Cheesman at 565-1198 with questions.
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