
FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2017                  COUNCIL CHAMBERS, FIRCREST CITY HALL 

7:00 P.M.                                                       115 RAMSDELL STREET, FIRCREST, WA 98466 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER BY PRESIDING OFFICER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ROLL CALL 

4. PRESIDING OFFICER'S REPORT 
 

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
(Please sign the Public Attendance Roster/Public Hearing Sign-Up Sheet if you wish to speak during the meeting.) 
 

6. COMMITTEE, COMMISSION & LIAISON REPORTS 

 A. Parks & Recreation 

 B. Environment, Planning, Building 

 C. Finance, IT 

 D. Administration 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 A. Approval of Vouchers/Payroll Checks 

B. Approval of Minutes:  February 21, 2017 Special City Council meeting 

     February 28, 2017 Regular City Council meeting 
 

8. PUBLIC HEARING 7:15 P.M. 
 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement with Pierce County 

for the provision of jail services – Police Chief Cheesman/Court Administrator Perry 
 

11. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 

12. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

13. COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 COUNCIL MAY ADD AND TAKE ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS NOT LISTED ON AGENDA 

 

  



CITY OF FIRCREST 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 21, 2017 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

6:00 P.M.                                                    FIRCREST CITY HALL, 115 RAMSDELL STREET 

 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL  

 

City Manager Rosenbladt called the special meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. and led the pledge of 

allegiance.  Councilmembers Blake Surina, Brett Wittner, Denny Waltier and Jason Medley were 

present.  Mayor Matthew Jolibois was absent.  Councilmember Hunter T. George was excused.  

Jolibois arrived at 6:01 P.M. 

 

Presentation, discussion and direction on a community garden in Fircrest 

 

Harry Hayward, Urban Farmer; Dan Enbysk, President of the University Place Community Garden; 

Micaela Cooley, Harvest Pierce County Program Coordinator; and Christine Gregorich master 

gardener and coordinator of the Community Garden in Fircrest discussed ways a Community 

Garden can benefit the Fircrest community.  Hayward provided a Power Point presentation illustrating 

three locations in the City of Fircrest that were ideal for locating a Community Garden within Fircrest 

(area along Spring Street in Fircrest Park, Whittier Park in the area close to the tennis courts, Well 6/7 

site on Claremont) and discussed basic criteria before building a garden. 

 

Discussion continued on water costs, maintenance of the garden during the winter, insurance 

coverage of community gardens and the Recreational Land Use Statute, how complaints are 

handled, vandalism, rules and bylaws, the design process and building of the gardens, who would 

pay for the necessary eight-foot fencing; start-up costs, a financial plan for community gardens to 

include deconstruction costs, and consideration of a garden at Tacoma’s China Lake.  

 

The following individuals provided comment:  Lynn Morasch, 710 Spring Street; Maureen 

Duckworth; Barbara O’Connell; Rachel Sheriff; Katie Dorsey, 546 Forrest Park Drive; Shelly 

Handford, 542 Forrest Park Drive; Frank Albers, 1054 Sunrise Lane. 

 

Following comments, Jolibois stated the Well 6/7 site on Claremont was not on the list for 

consideration.  Following Council consensus of three ayes and three noes, Jolibois stated the vote 

is neutral.  Discussion ensued regarding contacting Donna Basil to inquire if the Tacoma School 

District is amenable for a garden to locate at Wainwright and submittal of a financial plan by the 

Community Garden group. 

 

Discussion, review and direction on unfreezing the budget allocation for the staff grant 

writer position 

 

Rosenbladt reported, as indicated in the memo provided to Council, last November Council 

allocated money in the budget for a part-time staff grant writer and then froze it pending an 

opportunity for staff to present a plan on the subject.  Rosenbladt outlined reasons why hiring a 

part-time staff grant writer would be the best plan and provide value to the organization and 

requested that the money is unfrozen.   



There was Council consensus to continue the meeting beyond 8:00 P.M. 

 

Public Works Director Wakefield emphasized the benefits of having a grant writer on staff, i.e., 

noting the position could assist department heads by providing staff support, gather information, 

do the homework, write the grant application, and pull the grant package together before submittal 

of a grant applications. 

 

Discussion continued about hiring a part-time staff grant writer. 

 

There was consensus to unfreeze the money budgeted for a part-time staff grant writer and to 

advertise and solicit applicants for the position before the hiring decision is made by the City 

Manager. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Moved by Reynolds, seconded by Medley, to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 P.M.  Upon vote, 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                  Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                     Lisa Keely, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITY OF FIRCREST 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017                                                      COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 P.M.                                               FIRCREST CITY HALL, 115 RAMSDELL STREET 

 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL  

 

Mayor Matthew Jolibois called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Councilmembers Blake Surina, Shannon Reynolds, Brett Wittner, Hunter T. George, 

Denny Waltier and Jason Medley were present.  

 

PRESIDING OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

Liquor License renewal – Liquid Provisions, LLC (Pint Defiance) 

 

Moved by Medley, seconded by Waltier, to register no objections to the renewal of the liquor 

license for Liquor Provisions LLC (Pint Defiance). 

 

VOTE 

 

Upon vote, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Proclamation – World Rare Disease Day 

 

Reynolds read the World Rare Disease Day Proclamation. 

 

Moved by Medley, seconded by Reynolds, to authorize the Mayor’s signature on a 

proclamation proclaiming February 28, 2017 as World Rare Disease Day. 

 

VOTE 

 

Upon vote, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Safe Streets Award 

 

Priscilla Lisich, Executive Director at Safe Streets, presented the Community Engagement Award 

to Council and Police Chief Cheesman for their outstanding work and commitment to positive 

resident involvement. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

 

Laura Ibarra, 8222 24th St Ct W, University Place, spoke on behalf of the Fircrest Soccer Club and 

their interest in partnering with the City of Fircrest to add lights to Fircrest Park and improve the 

fields at Whittier.  Jolibois responded that he met with the golf course superintendent at the Fircrest 

Golf Club who voiced a willingness to work with city staff sprucing up the fields in the parks.  He 



further reported that he had reached out to Representatives Kilduff and Muri in an effort to obtain 

funding to assist with draining Whittier field. 

 

COMMITTEE, COMMISSION AND LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Water, Sewer, Storm 

 

Waltier reported on meeting with Public Works Director Wakefield wherein they discussed progress 

to the Alameda Lift Station and the abundant capabilities of the recently purchased street sweeper. 

 

Street, Facilities & Equipment 

 

Jolibois commented on the recently removed vegetation from the main island that contributed to 

increased visibility.  He reported on touring the grounds around City Hall with Senior Maintenance 

Supervisor Mims to discuss cleaning up the rough edges in the surrounding gardens. 

 

Pierce County Regional Council 

 

Reynolds reported on attending the Pierce County Regional Council General Assembly and noted 

that Fircrest received the 2016 Healthy Communities Gold Award in recognition of solid 

comprehensive plan policies to influence the social, economic and environmental root causes of 

health.  She encouraged Council and staff to strive to receive the Platinum Award next year.  

Reynolds concluded by highlighting items that were discussed at the General Assembly. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Jolibois requested the City Clerk read the consent calendar as follows:  approval of Voucher No. 

208978 through Voucher No. 209037 in the amount of $223,382.44; approval of Payroll 

Check No. 12553 through Payroll Check No. 12560 in the amount of $95,799.27; and approval of 

the February 14, 2017 Regular City Council meeting. 

 

MOTION 

 

Moved by George, seconded by Medley, to approve the consent calendar as read.  Upon vote, 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 

 

Rosenbladt reported that to date 287 surveys regarding the Community Center and Pool had been 

received. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

 

Cheesman reported on receiving positive comments about the vegetation that was recently 

removed in the big island to increase visibility.  He stated he and a group of First Responders are 



participating in the Hoops 4 Heroes and will be competing against soldiers to raise money for the 

program. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Grover stated the Daddy Daughter Dance was successful with over 

270 people in attendance. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Surina commented about an article he read in Forbes Magazine concerning Longview. 

 

Reynolds inquired if it might be possible to create a horticultural internship to assist with 

vegetative and gardening needs in the City. 

 

Corcoran, in response to Waltier, stated that the City’s new website is in the ‘pre-final’ design 

stage and will soon be ready for the addition of content.  Corcoran stated a meeting is scheduled 

for Thursday of this week. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Moved by Reynolds, seconded by Wittner, to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 P.M.  Upon vote, 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

            Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                  Lisa Keely, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL AGENDA SUMMARY 

 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: March 14, 2017 

 

     Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to execute an 

Agreement with Pierce County for the Provision of Jail 

Services 

 

FROM:   Police Chief Cheesman, Court Administrator Perry 

 

Reviewed by:  _____City Manager     _____Finance Director     _____City Attorney 

 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: I move to adopt Resolution No. ______ authorizing the City 

Manager to execute an Agreement with Pierce County for the Provision of Jail Services. 
 

 

PROPOSAL:  Council is being asked to adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to 

execute the attached Agreement with Pierce County for the Provision of Jail Services.  This 

agreement will be in effect for three years and shall be extended for a one year period on each 

anniversary date unless the parties have provided notice to abandon the agreement.  Each party 

agrees they must provide at least 90 days’ notice to terminate the agreement. 

  

FISCAL IMPACT:  Jail services are already budgeted under Criminal Justice.  Under the new 

agreement, we will be paying a booking rate of $52.60, a daily rate of $77.00, a Special 

Identification Process of $176, and a Mental Health rate of $213.20.  We currently pay a booking 

fee of $225, a daily rate of $92, a Special Identification Process of $168 and a Mental Health Fee, 

which is the same. By entering into this agreement we will be saving a substantial amount of 

money.  Currently, any emergency medical expenses are the financial responsibility of the jail; 

under the new contract, this responsibility will fall on the City.  The County has agreed that except 

in extreme emergencies, they will notify the City in advance prior to the incurring costs as a result 

of extraordinary medical, mental health, or dental care.   

 

ADVANTAGE:  This agreement states that the County will notify us if the defendant is going to 

incur cost as a result of extraordinary medical, mental health, or dental care. This will allow us the 

opportunity to release the defendant on our charges prior to incurring additional expenses.   

 

DISADVANTAGES:  In a rare instance where there was an extreme emergency where one of our 

inmates needed to be transported to the hospital prior to notifying us we could be responsible for 

the bill. 

 

HISTORY:  Historically we have paid higher rates that included all medical expenses that might 

occur.  After several meetings and voiced concerns about booking charges and housing costs the 

County has agreed to the new contract that will save our City money in our jail budget.   

 

Attachment(s):  Resolution 

      Agreement for the Provision of Jail Services with Pierce County  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 


