
FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL  

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2017                                                                              COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

7:00 P.M.                                                    FIRCREST CITY HALL, 115 RAMSDELL STREET  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER BY PRESIDING OFFICER  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

3. ROLL CALL  

4. PRESIDING OFFICER'S REPORT 

A. Community Garden presentation by We Dig Fircrest and discussion/decision on a 

garden located either on Fircrest Park along Spring Street or on Whittier Park 

B. Liquor License renewal ï Royal Thai Bistro 
 

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
(Please sign the Public Attendance Roster/Public Hearing Sign-Up Sheet if you wish to speak during the meeting.) 
 

6. COMMITTEE, COMMISSION & LIAISON REPORTS  

 A. Water, Sewer, Storm 

 B. Street, Facilities & Equipment 

 C. Public Safety, Court 

 D. Pierce County Regional Council 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR  

 A. Approval of vouchers/payroll checks 

 B. Approval of minutes:  April 11, 2017 Regular meeting 

      April 17, 2017 Special meeting 

C. Setting Budget Study Sessions for September 25, October 2, 9 and 23, 2017 at 6:00 

p.m. 

D. Setting a public hearing on October 10, 2017 at 7:15 p.m. to receive comments on 

revenue sources for the 2018 Budget including property taxes 

E. Setting a public hearing on October 10, 2017 at 7:15 p.m. to receive comments on 

the Preliminary 2018 Budget 

F. Setting a public hearing on October 24, 2017 at 7:15 p.m. to receive comments on 

the 2018 Budget 

G. Setting January 16, February 20, March 19, April 16, May 21, June 18, July 16, 

August 20, September 17, October 15, November 19 and December 17, 2018 at 

6:00 pm as special meeting study sessions 
 

 

8. PUBLIC HEARING  7:15 P.M. 
 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Award of a contract to KPG, P.S., for design and bidding of the Traffic Signal Safety 

Improvement Project ï Public Works Director Wakefield 

B. Award of a contact to Pape & Sons Contractors, LLC in the amount of $411,685 

for the Alameda Lift Station Project ï Public Works Director Wakefield 

C. Introduction of an ordinance authorizing emergency expenditure of funds for 

matters not foreseen at the time of filing the Preliminary Budget for 2017 and not 

provided for in the Annual Budget for 2017 ï Finance Director Corcoran 

 
 



11. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  

12. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS  

13. COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS  

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT  
 

COUNCIL MAY ADD AND TAKE ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS NOT LISTED ON AGENDA 
  



Royal Thai Bistro Liquor License Renewal 



  



  



  



  



  



  



 



CITY OF FIRCREST  

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017                                                                     COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 P.M.                                               FIRCREST CITY HALL, 115 RAMSDELL ST REET 

 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL  

 

Mayor Matthew Jolibois called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Councilmembers Blake Surina, Shannon Reynolds, Brett Wittner, Hunter T. George 

and Jason Medley were present.  Councilmember Denny Waltier was absent.  Waltier arrived at 

7:03 P.M. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  

 

John Bozich, 1535 Estate Place, provided copies of a document he prepared regarding the 2015 

Distribution of Local Sales Tax to Cities and Counties and discussed sales tax equalization. 

 

COMMITTEE, COMMISSION AND LIAISON REPORTS  

 

Parks & Recreation 

 

Surina reiterated items from the Park and Recreation Directorôs General Update and concluded by 

stating the survey data is being analyzed by members of the Community Center and Pool Advisory 

Committee. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Jolibois requested the City Clerk read the consent calendar as follows:  approval of Voucher No. 

209176 through Voucher No. 209240 in the amount of $120,211.43; approval of Payroll 

Check No. 12602 through Payroll Check No. 12605 in the amount of $5,813.31; approval of 

Payroll Check No. 12606 through Payroll Check No. 12615 in the amount of $98,760.40; approval 

of Payroll Check No. 12616 through Payroll Check No. 12621 in the amount of $103,044.23; and 

approval of the March 28, 2017 Regular City Council meeting minutes. 

 

MOTION  

 

Moved by Medley, seconded by Reynolds, to approve the consent calendar as read.  Upon 

vote, motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

 

To receive comments on amendments to Fircrest Municipal Code Title 22, related to the sign 

code 

 

At 7:15 P.M. Jolibois opened the public hearing and outlined the format. 

 

Planning and Building Administrator Angelie Stahlnecker provided a brief history and stated that 

the proposed amendments would modify Sign Code Regulations within FMC 22.26, definitions in 

22.98 and would repeal FMC 22.64.041 regarding design criteria.  She noted that the proposed 

amendments borrow and adapt certain provisions that were initiated in response to the Reed v. 



Town of Gilbert U.S. Supreme Court decision and explained how and why that decision is 

effecting amendments to the sign code.  Stahlnecker stated that the Planning Commission 

conducted public hearings on February 7, 2017 and March 7, 2017 and adopted a resolution 

recommending amendments to the sign code. 

Principal Planner Jeff Boers presented a Power Point presentation and highlighted significant 

amendments to the sign code. 

 

Jolibois invited public comment. 

 

Pat Sollars, 600 San Juan Avenue, voiced support that the sign code amendments prohibit private 

advertising that people place in the rights of way throughout the City. 

 

Staff responded to Council inquiries. 

 

At 7:52 P.M. Jolibois closed the public hearing. 

 

Staff responded to additional Council inquiries. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Resolution expressing support for Senate Bill 5851 that requires vehicle value taxes to be based 

on the published Kelley Blue Book or National Automobile Dealers Association vehicle values, 

rather than an arbitrary depreciation formula  
 

Rosenbladt reported that Senate Bill 5851 was deemed unconstitutional and recommended not 

proceeding with adoption of the resolution. 

 

There was consensus to remove Item 10A from the agenda. 

 

Resolution expressing support for Senate Bill 5817 that authorizes counties and cities to opt out 

of the payment of Sound Transit Phase 3 taxes 

 

Rosenbladt reported that Senate Bill 5817 hasnôt made it out of Committee and is most likely not 

going to move forward. 

 

There was consensus to remove Item 10B from the agenda. 

 

Following discussion there was consensus that a letter, signed by Councilmembers, is provided to the 

Washington State Legislature encouraging them to fix and adjust the formula used by Regional 

Transit Authorities for the administration of motor vehicle excise taxes. 

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  

 

Following discussion, there was consensus to add Community Gardens to the April 25, 2017 

agenda.  It was suggested that adjacent neighbors of the areas being considered are advised of the 

discussion.  Following information regarding annexation of the area referred to as the óChair,ô 

there was agreement to schedule a public hearing. 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS  

 

Public Works Director Wakefield gave an update on progress of the Emerson Street Sidewalk 

Project, noting the projected completion date is the end of May but it will more likely be mid-June. 

 

Police Chief Cheesman stated the lateral police officer candidate will complete testing this week.  

Cheesman reported on the upcoming Easter Egg Hunt. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS  

 

Councilmembers thanked everyone for coming. 

 

George stated he appreciated the inclusion of pictures of the faulty pipe before it was fixed at the 

Pool in the City Managerôs General Update. 

 

Responding to Waltier, Rosenbladt stated that residents adjacent to both Whittier and Fircrest Park 

will be notified about the Community Garden discussion scheduled for April 25th regular meeting.  

He acknowledged that information will also be included on the reader board about that discussion. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Jolibois stated that Council would take a five-minute recess and convene into Executive Session 

at the hour of 8:30 p.m., not to exceed the hour of 8:45 P.M., to discuss City Manager Performance 

Evaluation.  The City Attorney was invited to attend. 

 

ADJOURNMENT   

 

Moved by Reynolds, seconded by Medley, to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 P.M.  Upon vote, 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                    Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                  Lisa Keely, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITY OF FIRCREST  

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

APRIL 17, 2017      COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

6:00 P.M.                                                     FIRCREST CITY HALL, 115 RAMSDELL STREET  

 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL   

 

Mayor Matthew Jolibois called the special meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. and led the pledge of 

allegiance.  Councilmembers Shannon Reynolds, Brett Wittner, Hunter T. George, Denny Waltier 

and Jason Medley were present.  Councilmember Blake Surina was absent.  Surina arrived at 

6:03 P.M. 

 

Discussion and direction on Air Bed & Breakfasts, business licenses for those renting 

properties, inspections, residentsô complaints, home occupations and parking of 

vehicles/boats and campers in front yards 

 

Planning and Building Administrator Stahlnecker presented an overview regarding air bed and 

breakfasts.  She discussed the definition of family, and enforcement issues and short-term rentals.  

Discussion followed on business licenses for rentals.  Stahlnecker indicated there were at least 200 

and possibly 300 rentals in Fircrest, not including apartments.  She noted that nuisance complaints 

have been limited in Fircrest.  Stahlnecker indicated there were some vacant houses existing in 

Fircrest.  She reported that apartment complexes that apply for and get a state business license also 

get a Fircrest business license, but not all apartment complexes have a Fircrest business license.  

Stahlnecker discussed the difficulty in dealing with nuisances when there is no probable cause to 

allow Fircrest staff to enter a house. 

 

Discussion continued as follows: 

 

¶ Requiring people to get a rental license would be the easiest way to start dealing with homes 

with problems 

¶ Requiring all people who rent to obtain a business license because of one problem house seems 

unfair 

¶ If  thereôs a problem with one particular house the City should deal with that problem and not 

require business licenses of all rentals. 

¶ If  200 people are running businesses in Fircrest, they should pay for a license 

¶ Businesses are not being tracked and apartments are not being required to get a license 

¶ Consider a graduated tax based on the amount of rent received 

¶ Allowing ten people to reside in a home, as is allowed by the International Building Code, 

could result in 10 cars parked on City streets 

 

There was Council consensus to move forward with further review of licenses, reviewing the 

definition of family, possibly imposing limited fees on residential rentals, and reviewing parking 

issues. 

 

City Attorney Smith stated one issue was whether Council wants to have a license or not. Another 

issue was whether Council wants to ban air bed and breakfasts.  He stated that carving up the house 

into many bedrooms was a different issue. 

 

 

 



Stahlnecker next reviewed home occupations, noting the start-up costs for licensing and permitting 

is $184.  She indicated that fees could be lowered to $25.00 for all, or a tiered amount could be 

created, as some home occupations could have an impact on neighbors if thereôs more traffic and 

noise. 

 

Discussion continued as follows: 

 

¶ Does the City charge a business license for employee telecommuting:  (No) 

¶ Home occupation costs should be tiered and the costs are too high 

 

Council requested information on how Fircrest fees compare with other cities and information on 

tiered business license fees. 

 

Stahlnecker next reviewed parking of vehicles and boats in front yard setbacks, noting there is no 

prohibition to parking vehicles and boats on front lawns.  She reviewed the City of University 

Place regulations. 

 

There was consensus of Council to move forward with reviewing this matter further with 

limitations and restrictions on parking. 

 

Council next discussed the possibility of regulating drones.  City Attorney Smith discussed the 

difficulties with cities regulating drones as they are regulated by the FAA. 

 

Year-end Financial Review 
 

Council discussed insurance costs, contract maintenance costs, the decrease in telephone taxes, 

and Real Estate Excise Tax (REET 1) funds. 

 

Discussion on feasibility of hiring an additional Police Officer 
 

Discussion followed on the feasibility and costs of hiring an additional police officer.  Finance 

Director Corcoran stated it would be in excess of $100,000 for salaries, benefits and equipment.  

Discussion followed on the amount of property tax that would be received from the 

condominiums being built adjacent to the Fircrest Golf Club.  Corcoran stated the property tax 

may not be received until 2019. There was continued discussion regarding the amount of utility 

tax that would be transferred to the General Fund.  Discussion followed on the need for an 

additional police officer. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

At 7:36 P.M., Mayor Jolibois stated Council would take a five minute recess and convene into 

Executive Session, not to exceed the hour of 8:00 P.M., to discuss potential litigation.  The City 

Attorney was invited to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADJOURNMENT  

 

Moved by Reynolds, seconded by Wittner, to adjourn at 8:00 P.M.  Upon vote, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                  Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

                                                     Lisa Keely, City Clerk 

  



FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL AGENDA SUMMARY  

 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  April 25, 2017 

 

SUBJECT:   Resolution authorizing the City Manager to 

execute a Local Agency A&E Professional 

Services Negotiated Hourly Rate Agreement 

with KPG, P.S. for providing final design and 

bid call services for the Traffic Signal Safety 

Improvement Project 

 

FROM:   Jerry Wakefield, Public Works Director  

 

Reviewed by:  _____City Manager     _____Finance Director     _____City Attorney 

 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  I move to adopt Resolution No.________ authorizing the 

City Manager to execute a Local Agency A&E Professional Services Negotiated Hourly Rate 

Agreement with KPG, P.S. for providing final design and bid call services for the Traffic 

Signal Safety Improvement Project in the amount of $39,990.06. 

 

 

PROPOSAL:   
 

Council is being asked to authorize the City Manager to enter into a Local Agency A&E 

Professional Services Negotiated Hourly Rate Agreement with KPG, P.S. for providing final 

design and bid call services for the Traffic Signal Safety Improvement Project.  This contract has 

been reviewed and approved by WSDOT as it is required to be per their contract requirements.   

  

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

The agreement amount will result in a not-to-exceed budget of $39,990.06.  This cost is included 

in the grant monies for this project and has been obligated through the WSDOT.  Since this phase 

has been obligated prior to August 2017 there is no match monies needed from the City and the 

entire cost is funded by the grant. 

 

ADVANTAGES:   

 

By obtaining the grant, this allowed the City to proceed with the design and bid call services for 

this project.  Entering into a contract for engineering services is the first step in the process of 

utilizing the grant to improve the Traffic Signal Safety improvements at the intersection of 

Alameda and Emerson and Alameda and Regents. 

  

DISADVANTAGES:   

 

None   

 

 

 

 



ALTERNATIVES:   

 

Not to proceed with the design and bid call services of the project at this time and return the grant.  

 

HISTORY:   

 

In December of 2016, the City received notice of award of the Traffic Signal Safety Improvement 

project grant.  In early January, the City updated the 6 year TIP to include this project, which was 

subsequently approved and included in the State TIP (STIP).  This allowed WSDOT to authorize 

the City to begin the selection process for consultants to provide the necessary services on this 

project.  The local agency guidelines for consultant selection were followed.  This included 

advertisement for this project, review of submitted proposals, interviewing of the consultants, 

selection of the consultant and contract negotiations with that consultant. Two firms submitted 

proposals and both firms were interviewed.  The firms were KPG, P.S. and PH Consulting LLC.  

 

Proposals and interviews were evaluated by a selection committee of the City Manager, Public 

Works Director and WSDOT Local Programs Engineer.  Each proposal and interview was ranked 

for each consultant.  The top ranking consultant was KPG, P.S.  Their experience and qualifications 

meet the needs of the project. They are local and seem to fit the Cityôs needs very well for this 

project.  They also have provided similar services for the City on other projects including the 

Emerson Sidewalk project. 

 

The schedule has the project being designed this spring and early summer, with the project being 

bid and awarded prior to August.   

 

Attachment: Resolution 

  Agreement  

 

  



CITY OF FIRCREST  

RESOLUTION NO.____ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FIRCREST, 

WASHINGTON, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 

LOCAL AGENCY A&E PRO FESSIONAL SERVICES NEGOTIA TED 

HOURLY RATE  AGREEMENT WITH KPG, P.S. FOR PROVIDING FINAL 

DESIGN AND BID CALL SERVICES FOR THE TRAFFIC SIGNAL SAFETY 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Fircrest had conducted a selection process and selected KPG, P.S. 

to prepare the design and bid call services for the Traffic Signal Safety Improvement Project; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Fircrest has secured the necessary funding to finance the work 

identified in the Traffic Signal Safety Improvement Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to contract with KPG, P.S., to prepare the design and bid call 

services for the Traffic Signal Safety Improvement Project; Now, Therefore,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FIRCREST THAT:  

 

Section 1.  The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to execute a Local Agency 

A&E Professional Services Negotiated Hourly Rate Agreement with KPG, P.S. for 

providing final design and bid call services for the Traffic Signal Safety Improvement 

Project in an amount not to exceed $39,990.06. 

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 25th day of April 2017 at a regular meeting of the City 

Council of the City of Fircrest. 

 

                                                                                     APPROVED: 

 

                                                                                      ______________________________ 

                                                                                      Matthew Jolibois, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

Lisa Keely, City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

______________________________ 

Michael B. Smith, City Attorney  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



  



  



  



  


























































































