APRIL 15, 2019,           FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – STUDY SESSION 1
SEPTEMBER 20, 2021           FIRCREST CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – STUDY SESSION 2

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL 
Mayor Hunter George called the study session to order at 6:01 P.M. and led the pledge of allegiance. Councilmembers David M. Viafore, Shannon Reynolds, Brett Wittner, Joe Barrentine, Denny Waltier, Marc Rieke were present. 
AGENDA MODIFICATIONS
There were none.
SSHAP PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION
Mayor George provided a brief history of South Sound Housing Affordability Partners (SSHAP) and introduced the SSHAP representatives. Pierce County Executive Bruce Dammeier reported that 11 jurisdictions joined SSHAP to date. John Howell from Cedar River Group provided an overview on SSHAP which focuses on creating access to affordable, and attainable housing in Pierce County, and highlighted that the City’s participation is voluntary. The Council voiced their concerns regarding changing the City’s character and wanting insight into the root of the problem. Mayor Woodard reported that the SSHAP executive board will determine the areas of emphasis once formed and that SSHAP’s focus is to primarily sustain housing affordability, accessibility, and preservation.

Lastly, there was a brief discussion regarding the adopted Comprehensive Plan housing element addressing collaboration with an organization that can provide long-term solutions and research. 
HOLIDAY TREE DISCUSSION

City Manager Pingel provided a holiday tree overview on options available for consideration and highlighted that the tree at Alice Peers Park is decaying. Public Works Director Bemis reported that the City can still utilize the existing tree this year and perform needed maintenance for the dry rot on the tree. Discussions included starting a new holiday tradition, feasibility, use of an artificial or real tree, the relocation of the new tree, gathering community input and time frame. There was a consensus on a time frame and community involvement. Viafore called for a Council Committee within the next 30 days. Lastly, there was a brief discussion on the safety of the tree at Alice Peers Park and to have an arborist conduct maintenance. 
ADJOURNMENT
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Reynolds MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 P.M., seconded by Barrentine. The Motion Carried (7-0).
________________________________


Hunter T. George, Mayor 
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________________________________

                                                Jayne Westman, City Clerk

