
Climate Resilience: A Community Approach 

As our city and our region experience growth and change, climate 
resilience has become an increasingly important and timely 
consideration. Regional weather patterns are undergoing 
deviations from historical norms, leading to more frequent and 
consequential drought and an escalation in the amount of 
unseasonably hot and cold days. 

The Western North America heat wave of 2021 was the deadliest 
and most economically disruptive weather-related event in 
Washington State history. According to Department of Health data, 
at least 112 casualties were recorded, including 21 in Pierce 
County. Severe temperature extremes described as “once in a 
millennium” melted infrastructure and savaged crops, resulting in 
at least $9.4 billion in direct economic losses in the Pacific 
Northwest region of Oregon and Washington per the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Weather events are 
especially hazardous to the health of the elderly, infants and small 
children, and those with certain health conditions. Poor and 
marginalized persons are often affected to a disproportionate 
degree. Notably, the Seattle metro area has the lowest availability 
of home air conditioning on a per capita basis of all major US cities. 

Here is what Fircrest is doing to encourage climate resilience and 
respond and adapt to weather extremes. 

Effective climate resilience demands a multipronged strategy, 
composed of natural mitigations and anthropogenic (human-

created) interventions. First, natural resources are leveraged to 
make the most of what the environment has to offer. In Fircrest, 
trees—and especially old-growth trees—are producing clean 
oxygen, sequestering carbon dioxide, providing shade and shelter, 
and furnishing habitat and sustenance for keystone species such as 
honeybees. The Fircrest Municipal Code includes a tree policy with 
the purpose of protecting existing trees and requiring the planting 
of new trees. 

In concert with the natural environment, technology and 
infrastructure enhance climate resilience. The City opted to include 
solar energy panels in the recent construction of the pool and 
community center complex, as well as building the center to LEED 
Silver certification standards. LEED-credentialed buildings are 
recognized for improved energy efficiency, reduced carbon 
emissions, and sustainability. 

Further green policies under consideration include installation of 
electric vehicle charging stations and future electrification of the 
City fleet. 

A final aspect of the City’s approach is preparedness. Measures 

include emergency management readiness: City Council members 

attend FEMA training including education on natural disaster and 

weather emergency response. Additionally, the City periodically 

reviews and updates its cybersecurity plan to ensure continuity of 

operations in the event of a system disruption. 

October 2022 City of Fircrest City Council 
Brett Wittner, Mayor 

Joe Barrentine, Mayor Pro Tempore 

David M. Viafore 

Shannon Reynolds 

Hunter T. George 

Nikki Bufford 

Jim Andrews  

City Council Spotlight—Shannon Reynolds      

 

 

Check out our Up To Date Information webpage www.cityoffircrest.net/updates for the latest information, including current meeting 
agendas, minutes, resolutions, ordinances, and project updates. 

 With the start of a new school year underway, Fircrest 
Public Works wants to remind motorists the importance of safety 
around school buses and school zones. There are two schools in 
the City located on Alameda Ave that many Fircrest locals attend.  

 The transition from summer schedules to morning and 
afternoon drop-offs and pickups puts motorists and pedestrians at 
increased risk. Anytime is a good time to improve your traffic safety 
practices. Here are some helpful tips to create a safer environment 
around schools and buses.  

Tips for motorists: 

• SLOW DOWN! Red means stop whether you’re at an intersec-
tion or near a bus stop. 

• Do not drive distracted. 

• Be aware of your surroundings. Take note of areas with re-
duced or limited visibility. 

• Keep your distance from buses. The area 15 feet around a 
school bus is where children are in the most danger. 

 

Tips to share with children: 

• Learn and practice the safety rules for walking and bicycling. 

• Always use caution when stepping into the roadway. Just be-
cause pedestrians have the right-of-way, doesn’t mean that 
motorists are aware of your presence. 

• Follow all school bus driver instructions while entering or ex-
iting a bus.  

 
Tyler Bemis, Public Works Director 

Public Works—Back to School Safety!      
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Not finding your concern?  Feel free to contact City Hall at 253-564-8901 or visit our website at www.cityoffircrest.net 
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The Fircrest Police Department would like to thank the following people and businesses for their generous donation of 
time, talents and treasures.  All their efforts make our City a safer and more enjoyable place to live. 

Is the Solicitor at your Door Licensed? 

Any individual who sells goods or services door-to-door or from a 
temporary location in Fircrest is required to have a city-issued 
Solicitors/ Merchant License in addition to a Fircrest business 
license endorsement. Before issuance, the applicant must be 
approved by staff and the Police Chief. 

Solicitors may sell goods such as tree work, driveway sealing, high-
speed internet and cable service, free estimates for home 
improvements, or home security alarm systems. 
 
Soliciting is regulated by Chapter 5.08 of the Fircrest Municipal 
Code. Soliciting without a license is a criminal offense and 
violators of Chapter 5.08 may be charged with a misdemeanor. 

Solicitors who receive a license are instructed to have the license 
on them at all times while going door-to-door. Residents who 
want to report a person or company soliciting without a permit, or 
who view suspicious activities should call 911 for a response from 
the Police Department. The City of Fircrest website maintains a list 
of approved door-to-door  merchants. Here is the link: https://
www.cityoffircrest.net/services/business-licensing/active-
transient-merchant-list/ 

Who is exempt? 
 
Solicitors who offer only the following goods or services do not 
need a license to solicit in Fircrest: bona fide candidates and 
campaign workers, newspaper vendors, and nonprofit 
organizations. 
 
What rules must solicitors follow in Fircrest? 
 
Solicitors must have a city-issued license, and they must show it to 
you if you ask to see it. A solicitor is not allowed to knock or ring 
the bell where a “No Soliciting” sign is posted. Solicitors may 
knock on your door only between the hours of 9:00 am and 7:00 
pm. A solicitor must leave your property when asked to do so. 
 
What should residents do when a solicitor knocks on their door? 
 
You aren't required to open your door. If you do, ask to see their 
Fircrest Merchant License. Never let a solicitor into your home. 
Remember, solicitors, are strangers. Use the same caution that 
you would use with any other stranger at your door.  

https://nextdoor.com/city/post/102406515/
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Fircrest Parks and Recreation Upcoming Events   

 

 

City Hall 253-564-8901 | Municipal Court 253-564-8922 | Public Works 253-564-8900 |  Pool 253-327-1213  
 Community Center 253-564-8177 |  Non-Emergency Police 253-565-1198 |  Westside Disposal 253-564-3212  

 Animal Care & Control 253-627-PETS Humane Society  253-383-2733 | Puget Sound Energy 888-225-5773  
 Tacoma Power  253-502-8600 
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of Labor & Industries 
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The Fircrest Police Department would like to thank the following people and businesses for their generous donation of 
time, talents and treasures.  All their efforts make our City a safer and more enjoyable place to live. 

Special Thank You Edition 2022—Police Continued 

The Parks & Recreation Department is 
entering our first fall in the new Roy H. 
Murphy Community Center. The recreation 
staff has planned a full schedule of events 
and programs for the whole community. 
We encourage you to check out our Parks & 
Recreation web page for up-to-date 
information. https://
www.cityoffircrest.net/government/parks-
and-recreation/ 

Program Highlights: 

Tot Story Time takes place on Tuesdays at 
10:30 am just prior to the new and 
improved Toddler Gym. Thank you to the 
Fircrest Kiwanis Club for generously 
donating $500 towards the purchase of 
new toddler toys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Mornings Program: Thanks to a 
generous donation from the Edwards 
Family Foundation we are offering our 
Senior Mornings program in the 

Community Center Gathering Room from 
8:30-10:30 am Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. Come gather with your fellow 65+ 
community members to enjoy locally 
sourced freshly brewed coffee, doughnuts 
and the daily newspaper. We hope to see 
you soon! 

Explore Sports After School: Our after-
school offerings include our Explore Sports 
After School Program. This program is led 
by our in-house recreation staff and will 
offer youth ages 7-14 the opportunity to 
learn and play sports like ping pong, 
pickleball, dodgeball, capture the flag, and 
kickball. 

Events: 

• The Haunted Trails is scheduled for 
October 20th from 6:30—8:30 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Scarecrows of Fircrest display contest 
begins on October 1. Scarecrows will 
be on display throughout town starting 
mid-October through October 31.  

• FIRFest  The Parks and Recreation 
Department's second annual FIRfest 
event will take place on Saturday, 
November 5th. This event is in 
cooperation with the Tacoma Tree 
Foundation, Pierce County Parks and 
the Pierce Conservation District and 
will feature educational booths and 
free trees to those who sign up. During 
this event, we will be planting a 
ceremonial tree in honor of 
Washington State Arbor Day as we 
work towards the goal of earning Tree 
City USA recognition.  

https://www.cityoffircrest.net/government/parks-and-recreation/
https://www.cityoffircrest.net/government/parks-and-recreation/
https://www.cityoffircrest.net/government/parks-and-recreation/
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We are so thankful for our amazing Parks & Rec Event Volunteers! They showed up in a BIG WAY to bring all the Fircrest 
FUN to our community! It takes a lot of dedicated volunteers to pull together so many FUN events AND we have a 

FANTASTIC Team of volunteers to make it happen! Please join me in thanking our 2022 Volunteers!!! 

Join us! City Council Meetings are held the 2nd & 4th Tuesday’s of the month at 7:00 pm, Council Study Sessions are the 3rd 
Monday of the month at 6:00 pm, & Planning Commission Meetings are the 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm.  

Civil Service Commissioner Vacancy 

Interested in contributing your time and experience as a member of the Fircrest Civil Service Commission? 

The Fircrest City Manager is looking to fill one position on the Civil Service Commission. 

The Civil Service Commission is created to oversee the selection, appointment, and employment processes of police in the City. The 
Civil Service Commission consists of three members and is appointed by the City Manager to serve 6-year terms.  The Civil Service 
Commission meets on the first Monday of the month at 4 pm at City Hall.    Please see City website for more information. 


