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I. INTRODUCTION

PLAN OVERVIEW
PURPOSE  

The Comprehensive Plan is a broad statement of the community’s vision for the future and 
contains policies to guide the physical development of the city, as well as certain aspects of its 
social and economic character. The Plan steers regulations, implementation actions, and 
services in a direction that supports the vision. The Plan reflects the long-term values and 
aspirations of the community as a whole and shows how various aspects, such as land use, 
housing, transportation, capital facilities, and services work together to achieve the desired 
vision. 

While the Comprehensive Plan is meant to provide a strong and constant vision for the future, 
it is also a living document that must be able to accommodate change, such as a new 
technology, an unforeseen impact, or an innovative method of achieving a component of the 
vision. It is therefore regularly updated every ten years to account for changing issues or 
opportunities facing Fircrest, while still maintaining the core values of the community. The core 
values are determined by the Planning Commission, City Council, and most of all: members of 
the public. Fircrest’s Comprehensive Plan is consistent with mandatory elements of the Growth 
Management Act (GMA), PSRC’s VISION 2050 Regional Growth Strategy, Pierce County 
County-Wide Planning Policies, factors affecting land use, assumptions about future trends, 
and public opinion. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A
https://www.psrc.org/planning-2050/vision-2050
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/92170/Countywide-Planning-Policies-adopted-by-2022-29?bidId=
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/92170/Countywide-Planning-Policies-adopted-by-2022-29?bidId=
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Fircrest’s Comprehensive Plan was initially developed and then updated periodically each 
decade through a public involvement process conducted by the Planning Commission. The 
Plan reflects a community vision of how Fircrest should grow and develop over a 20-year 
planning horizon. The Plan aims to protect residents’ high-quality of life and equitably share 
the public and private costs and benefits of growth. The Plan establishes an overall direction 
for residential, commercial, and industrial growth in a pattern that maintains and enhances 
existing neighborhoods.  

The Plan comprehensively integrates “health and well-being” into its goals and policies. It 
protects public health and safety while enhancing community design, natural beauty, 
environmental quality, and economic vitality. The Plan guides Fircrest’s efforts to achieve these 
ends by indicating where new housing, services, and commercial mixed-use development 
should be encouraged and where open space should be protected. It emphasizes growth 
where adequate public facilities and services can be provided in a timely and cost-effective 
manner. Finally, the Plan conserves open space, protects wildlife habitat and sensitive areas, 
maintains and improves the quality of air, water, and land resources in order to lessen the 
impacts of climate change. 

A copy of a previous Fircrest Comprehensive Plan 
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PUBLIC OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT DURING THE 2024 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE:  

The 2024 Comprehensive Plan update process and timeline is highlighted in the following 
graphics. The process hinged on requesting and implementing feedback from the public, 
Planning Commission, City Council. Other stakeholder groups provided their review 
comments and policy requests, such as: the WA State Department of Fish and Wildlife, South 
Sound Housing Affordability Partners, Puget Sound Regional Council, Puget Sound Energy, 
and the Puget Sound 
Partnership.  
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The City’s Community Development Director created a website to house the 2024 
Comprehensive Plan Update which provided meeting presentation materials, survey results, 
and other pertinent information.  

To obtain an understanding of the community’s values and priorities, the City mailed out a 
paper survey in 2023 and posted an electronic survey on its website. It received a combined 
800 responses which were analyzed and incorporated into this Plan.  
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Comprehensive Plan Paper Survey sent to Fircrest Households in 2023 
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Comprehensive Plan Paper Survey sent to Fircrest Households in 2023 
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Rough Draft of 2023 Survey Results 

A second survey focusing on review of the Draft Comprehensive Plan included hardcopies 
available at the City Hall and Community Center plus an electronic survey on its website. The 
survey ran from late February 2024 through late April 2024. The City only received 26 online 
survey responses and no hardcopy survey responses. As a result, the City will utilize a 
combination of mailed-out paper surveys and electronic surveys for future long-range planning 
and policy projects with the hopes of obtaining a large number of participants. 
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Online 2024 Survey Results Compilation 

Online 2024 Survey Open-Ended Feedback 
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Surveys and meetings helped drive the City’s Vision Statement which is central to guiding the 
Comprehensive Plan. The Plan’s Elements seek to support this Vision Statement. This Vision 
statement was written collaboratively with community members, the Planning Commission, 
City Council, and City staff. This Vision provides direction for the City, the goals and policies of 
this Comprehensive Plan, and the City’s development code. 

A VISION FOR FIRCREST 

Fircrest treasures its walkable and forested environment, its peaceful and 
quiet nature, while embracing a variety of more housing choices for all 
people. 

Fircrest is a unique community in the region. We will remain safe, resilient, 
flexible, and connected to our neighbors. 

We value community spaces and events that bring us together. 
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Fircrest Police Department Supporting Elementary School Students 

Senior Coffee Events at the Community Center Bring Fircrest Citizens Together 
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The following principles in the Vision statement guide and are enacted in this Comprehensive 
Plan:  

Principle 1: Community-oriented 

This principle suggests agreement among residents that Fircrest remains a well-connected 
community, through community events and spaces, that is resilient and safe for all who live in 
the City. The City will pursue the development and maintenance of public spaces that are 
accessible for all and increase the City’s resilience, so it remains a safe place for all residents. 

Events Like Music in the Parks and Fircrest FUN DAYs Center on Family-Friendly Gatherings 
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The Comprehensive Plan helps the City achieve this through several goals and policies that 
support this concept, such as the goals and 
policies in the Community Development 
element, Goal LU-3, LU-9, LU-14, P-2, P-6, and 
their corresponding policies. 

Principle 2: Peaceful and connected 
to nature 

This principle suggests the City aspires to 
remain a walkable and forested place that 
provides a peaceful setting to live in. The City 
will prioritize the walkability and protection of 
natural resources in Fircrest so that it remains 
a peaceful place that is connected to nature.  

The Comprehensive Plan helps the City 
achieve this through several goals and policies 
that support this concept, such as those in the 
Climate Resilience element and goals LU-10, 
LU-15, T-1, T-12, P-5, and their corresponding 
policies. 

Community Events Encourage Pride 
and Environmental Stewardship 

Principle 3: Housing choices available for all 

This principle suggests that Fircrest will work to provide housing choices for everyone who 
lives in Fircrest, while accommodating its designated growth. People have varying housing 
needs based on their family size, occupation, abilities, and age, among other variables. 
Ensuring there is housing in Fircrest available for all needs is crucial to Fircrest remaining a 
resilient and community-oriented place. 

The Comprehensive Plan helps the City achieve this through several goals and policies that 
support this concept, such as the goals and policies in the Housing element, and goals LU-1, 
LU-5, and their corresponding policies. The City is currently engaged in a Middle Housing 
policy project to comply with state laws on accessory dwelling units and duplexes.  
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The City Launched a Middle Housing Website to Keep the Community Informed 

HOW THE PLAN WILL BE IMPLEMENTED AND AMENDED. 

The Comprehensive Plan documents Fircrest’s vision for the future and provides goals and 
policies that will facilitate achieving that vision. Goals and policies must be implemented in the 
city’s regulatory documents and operational procedures. Plan implementation involves a 
variety of activities. New controls may be placed on development or land use activities through 
revisions or additions to municipal code. 

More detailed plans may be developed for specific areas. Decisions about the allocation of 
funds to various projects and programs must be tested against plan goals and policies to 
ensure consistency. 

Annual Review and Amendments 

Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan are necessary, from time to time, to respond to 
changing conditions and needs of Fircrest community members. The Growth Management Act 
requires that amendments to a comprehensive plan be considered no more than once per 
year, excluding periodic update years where docket requests may be suspended. Proposed 
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan shall be considered concurrently so that the 
cumulative effect of various proposals can be ascertained. In considering proposed 
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan, proposals will be evaluated for the extent to which 
they support the public interest, their intent and consistency with the Comprehensive Plan, and 
the need for and availability of land for specific uses. Amendments to the plan are reviewed by 
the Planning Commission, which makes recommendations to the City Council. 
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Implementation is monitored through an annual review process during which the success of 
implementation is evaluated, changes to implementation strategies are developed as 
necessary, and proposed amendments to the plan are reviewed and potentially adopted. The 
annual update cycle for addressing amendments to this plan ordinarily will coincide with the 
City’s budget process in the fall of each year. More frequent amendments may be made only 
under emergency conditions; such amendments will be made in addition to, and shall not 
count as, the annual review and amendment process. 

Procedures for amending the plan will be in accord with Fircrest Municipal Code as it may be 
revised to conform to the goals and policies of this plan. Amendments and procedures will be 
consistent with the requirements of the GMA, VISION 2050, CPP, and applicable environmental 
laws. 

Emergency Amendment Types and Procedures 

There are two types of emergency amendments, disaster response amendment and 
noncompliance response amendment. Emergency amendments are in addition to, and do not 
replace, the annual review and amendment process. 

Disaster Response Amendment 

When a disaster as defined in an adopted disaster recovery plan occurs, the Comprehensive 
Plan may be temporarily amended to enable the City to conduct disaster management and 
recovery procedures specified in the adopted disaster recovery plan. If a disaster recovery plan 
has not been adopted when a disaster occurs or if the plan’s provisions are inadequate to 
respond to the disaster appropriately, procedures may be specified through a resolution 
adopted by the City Council. It is important that the City of Fircrest work with adjacent agencies 
such as: the City of University Place, the City of Tacoma, and Pierce County when an emergency 
strikes.  

Noncompliance Response Amendment 

The City Manager may request by staff report that the Planning Commission and City Council 
consider an emergency amendment if noncompliance of the Comprehensive Plan with the 
GMA, VISION 2050, or CPP occurs. This request may result from a noncompliance issue that 
was not detected at the time of adoption of the Comprehensive Plan and subsequent 
amendments, or it may be a result of amendments to the GMA, VISION 2050, or CPP. Under 
most circumstances, the annual review and amendment process will be sufficient to handle 
these situations. However, the City Manager may determine that the need for an amendment 
is urgent. The City Manager must explicitly identify the noncompliance issue, amendment 
contents, and reason for urgency in the staff report. 

Emergency Amendment Procedures 

An emergency Comprehensive Plan amendment procedure shall be incorporated into Fircrest 
Municipal Code. This procedure shall enable a timely response to disasters and urgent 
noncompliance issues and shall, as much as possible, allow for public input to the emergency 
amendment process. Emergency amendments shall be considered temporary and shall be 
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revoked after the urgency of the emergency declines. Emergency amendment procedures 
shall identify the conditions under which emergency amendments will be revoked. Authorities 
for initiating, adopting, and revoking emergency amendments shall be identified in the 
emergency amendment procedure. If appropriate, temporary emergency amendments may 
be proposed as standard amendments during the next annual review process. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Fircrest commits to ongoing community engagement opportunities for future land use 
decision making using a variety of both traditional outreach and virtual platforms: in-person 
design charettes, in-person study sessions and community events, mailer surveys, open 
houses, and online surveys, websites, and social media updates.  

Comprehensive Plan Community Open House in September 2023 
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PLANNING FRAMEWORK 
STATE PLANNING CONTEXT 

Growth Management Act (GMA) 

In 1990 Washington’s Legislature passed the Growth Management Act (GMA), which 
established 13 planning goals and a system of planning for cities and counties that have 
experienced rapid growth. A 14th goal, shorelines of the state, was subsequently added. The 
overarching goal of the GMA when it was adopted was to prevent urban sprawl by managing 
growth and ensuring adequate public facilities and services. The GMA sets the framework for 
the Comprehensive Plan by establishing required Elements and goals for local jurisdictions’ 
Plans. Since its adoption in 1990, the Act has been amended several times to address more 
than sprawl. In recent years, GMA was amended requiring a new Climate Element and 
requiring that jurisdictions plan for housing affordable to low- and moderate-income 
households.  

Periodic Update 

Cities and counties are required to periodically update their plans to comply with updates in 
regional and state requirements, as well as changes in local conditions. Minor amendments 
have occurred each subsequent year. The Fircrest Comprehensive Plan satisfies the 2024 GMA 
Periodic Update requirement and addresses planning issues throughout a 20-year planning 
horizon ending in 2044. This Comprehensive Plan ensures compliance with Washington State, 
regional, and Pierce County requirements for comprehensive planning.  

REGIONAL PLANNING CONTEXT 

Vision 2050 Multicounty Planning Policies (MPPs) 

The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is the designated forum for collaborative work on 
regional growth management and transportation planning in Pierce, King, Kitsap, and 
Snohomish counties. VISION 2050, adopted in 2020 by the PSRC, promotes an 
environmentally friendly growth pattern that will contain the expansion of urban growth areas, 
conserve farm and forest lands, support compact communities where people may both live 
and work, and focus new employment and housing in vibrant urban centers. 

VISION 2050 includes a set of multicounty planning policies that provide an integrated 
framework for addressing land use, economic development, transportation, public facilities, 
and environmental issues. Under the GMA, consistency between regional transportation plans, 
countywide planning policies and the transportation elements of local comprehensive plans is 
required. MPPs serve as the regional guidelines and principles used for the Regional Council’s 
consistency certification of policies and plans within the four-county area. 



City of Fircrest Introduction 

Comprehensive Plan I-17

VISION 2050 provides clear and specific guidance for the distribution of population and 
employment growth into types of places defined as “regional geographies.” Fircrest is 
assigned to the small cities’ geography, which obligates the City to accommodate an assigned 
share of regional growth envisioned for this particular geography. Population, housing, and 
employment targets for individual cities within each geography are set by Pierce County in 
consultation with municipalities. 

Pierce County Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) 

In accordance with the GMA, Pierce County adopted, and the cities within the county 
endorsed, the Pierce County Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs). The CPPs address issues 
that transcend city boundaries, such as setting Urban Growth Areas, accommodating housing 
and job demand, supporting health and wellness, and addressing capital facilities that are 
regional in nature. The CPPs provide a framework to promote consistency among a multitude 
of municipal comprehensive plans within Pierce County. 

CONSISTENCY AND COORDINATION 

The GMA requires that each comprehensive plan be consistent and coordinated with 
comprehensive plans adopted by neighboring jurisdictions. To ensure this consistency and 
coordination, Fircrest: 

• Drafted goals, policies, and land use designations consistent with the goals and policies
of the GMA;

• Consulted the regional growth strategy documented in VISION 2050; and
• Ensured consistency with the Ratified the Pierce County CPPs, adopted on May 17,

2022, by considering the applicable policies of the CPPs during updates to this plan.

Conformance to the GMA, VISION 2050, and the CPPs facilitate the consistency and 
coordination of Fircrest’s Comprehensive Plan with plans of other jurisdictions. In addition, 
Fircrest’s plan identifies those areas for which interlocal planning and cooperation are 
desirable or essential during plan implementation. Fircrest has laid the foundation for 
interlocal planning within the context of the GMA through its participation in the Pierce County 
Growth Management Coordinating Committee (GMCC), a staff level committee that provides 
technical assistance to the Pierce County Regional Council (PCRC). 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

City of Fircrest residents, business owners, employees of businesses located in Fircrest, owners 
of property in Fircrest, or just about anyone who is affected by the Plan are invited to help 
develop and update the Comprehensive Plan. Generally, planning begins with the 
identification of the issues and of the stakeholders. Planning may be focused on refining the 
overall vision of the city or neighborhoods or may be related to subjects like parks, recreation 
and open space, or community design and development. Participants may vary depending 
upon the scope of the issue. 
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The Planning Commission is charged with the responsibility initially developing, and then 
reviewing proposed changes to the Comprehensive Plan – considering the community’s vision. 
The Commission meets regularly and addresses planning issues on an ongoing basis. It is the 
Hearing Examiner and Planning Commission’s job to hold public hearings, discuss updates 
and make recommendations to the City Council based on permit application type. At times, 
Council has established ad hoc advisory committees to focus on specific topics within a limited 
scope or time frame. These temporary committees may provide recommendations on 
planning matters to the Planning Commission. 

Over the years, the City has used a number of methods to encourage community participation 
in planning. These methods have 
included community meetings for 
citywide visioning, neighborhood 
meetings for smaller planning areas, and 
stakeholder meetings for topical 
interests. Community forums, open 
houses, and design charrettes have 
been, or may be, held to present ideas 
and to discover new ones. The Fircrest 
Town Topics newsletter, City Manager’s 
Weekly Update, surveys, and 
questionnaires have been used to reach 
those who may not be able to make 
meetings. The City Council meetings are 
held in a hybrid format so that the public 
can participate via Zoom.  

Fircrest’s website and a variety of 
communication technologies, such as 
social media will increasingly provide a 
way to advertise meetings and seek ideas 
on planning questions. Ultimately, all 
major planning decisions fall to the City 
Council, which is responsible for 
establishing regulations, programs and 

planning policies, and adopting the City budget. 

Major planning highlights for the community are summarized in Table I-1 below. 

Table I-1 Planning for Fircrest – Major Highlights 

Year Highlight 
1907 Regents Park Plat I and II Recorded 

1925 Incorporation of City of Fircrest 

1957 This is Fircrest 1907-1957 − First Comprehensive Population Survey 

1975 Adoption of Comprehensive Bikeway Plan 

1988 Adoption of Town of Fircrest Comprehensive Plan 1987 to 1997 
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1992 Adoption of Interim Critical Area Regulations 

1993 Adoption of Interim Design Guidelines 

1995 Publication of Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Comprehensive Plan 

1996 Publication of Final Environmental Impact Statement for Comprehensive Plan 

1996 Adoption of GMA Comprehensive Plan 

2000 
Adoption of unified Land Development Code (Zoning, Subdivision, Design 
Guidelines, Permit Processing, Critical Area, and other regulations) 

2005 Adoption of Critical Area Amendments incorporating Best Available Science 

2014-2015 Adoption of GMA Periodic Update Amendments to Comprehensive Plan 

2015 Adoption of GMA Periodic Update Amendments to Development Regulations 

2018 Annexation of Potential Annexation Area 

2020 Form-based Code Adoption 

WHAT IS IN A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN? 

The Comprehensive Plan contains nine chapters called elements: 

1. Introduction/Community Character
2. Community Development
3. Land Use
4. Housing
5. Transportation
6. Park, Recreation and Open Space.
7. Capital Facilities
8. Utilities
9. Climate Resilience

Each element typically contains goals, policies, explanatory text and, in some cases, charts, 
tables, and maps. The goals and policies are the guiding principles – the heart of the Plan; 
however, they are often preceded by explanatory text that describes the context or justification 
of the goal or policy. Each element presents part of the picture for managing change and 
guiding Fircrest’s growth. The Land Use Element provides the overall community vision and 
interconnections among the other elements. Certain planning objectives, such as health and 
well-being, are addressed in the goals and policies of multiple elements. Elements typically 
include the components listed in Table I-2, subject to variation as appropriate: 

Table I-2 Element Components 

Components Intent and Purpose 

Introduction 
Provides a local planning context for major planning 
issues and challenges 
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State Planning Context 
Provides an overview of GMA goals and objectives as 
they relate to planning issues and challenges 

Regional Planning Context 
Provides an overview of PSRC and PCRC goals, 
policies and objectives as they relate to planning 
issues and challenges 

Local Planning Context 
Looking ahead 20 years, illustrates a vision of where 
the community would like to be positioned in 
responding to major planning issues and challenges 

Goals 
Define what the community wishes to achieve over a 
20-year planning horizon

Policies 
Provide guidance for creating and implementing 
development regulations and taking other actions to 
achieve the goals 

Background Information 
Provides factual data that help inform the statements, 
goals and policies 
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COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHICS 
FIRCREST’S PLANNING AREA 

This Plan includes planning information for incorporated Fircrest. The GMA requires that 
counties designate urban growth areas (UGAs) within which urban levels of development shall 
be encouraged. Outside of these UGAs, development can occur only if it is rural in nature. 

The Pierce County Countywide Planning Policies elaborate on GMA requirements concerning 
the provision of urban services. In addition, the Comprehensive Plan for Pierce County, 
Washington may specify for municipalities a potential annexation area (PAA), formerly known 
as an urban service area. The PAA represents the geographic area within which the city may 
anticipate providing urban services in the future, either prior to or subsequent to annexation. 
Delineation of each city's PAA is based on input from the municipalities and on evidence that 
the city is capable of providing urban services to the area. The City of Fircrest annexed its PAA 
in 2018 as outlined in the Countywide Planning Policies and the Fircrest Comprehensive Plan. 

Existing land uses within the community are shown in the Land Use Element in Figure LU-2. 

PROFILE OF FIRCREST 

Fircrest’s adopted Population Target is a total population of 9,066 people by 2044. That is an 
additional 1,831 people compared to the Washington State Office of Financial Management’s 
(OFM) 2024 estimate of 7,230. That would result in an average of 92 people being born or 
moving into Fircrest over the next 20 years. PSRC projects that this will be as high as 9,565 by 
2050.  

Figure I-1 Fircrest 2050 Population Projection Forecast 
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Source: 2023 PSRC LUV-it Forecast Model. 2044 Projection Target adopted under Pierce County Resolution 
No. 2022-46.    

DEMOGRAPHICS 

The median age for Fircrest is 42 years according to the 2021 American Community Survey 
(ACS). Figure I-2 shows the population pyramid for the city. Ages 0 -10 account for the greatest 
share of community members, at 17% of the population, followed closely by those aged 30-
40, making up 16% of the population. 

Figure I-2 Population Distribution by Age  
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Source: 2021 ACS, Age and Sex. 

Table I-3 Population with Disabilities 

Age group Percent of group a disability 

Under 18 years old 1% 
Ages 18-65 5% 
Ages 65+ 92% 
Perc. of total population with a disability 8% 

Source: 2021 ACS, Age by Number of Disabilities. 

RACE AND ETHNICITY 

Over the past 10 years Fircrest’s race and ethnicity have seen an increase in those identifying 
as two or more races (11%). The largest share of the population (74%) identifies as White. See 
Figure I-3 for the full racial demographic distribution. Fircrest must explore its local policies 
and regulations that result in racially disparate impacts, displacement, and exclusion in 
housing, including zoning that may have a discriminatory effect. This will be discussed later on 
in the Housing element.  

For ethnicity, around seven percent of the overall population identifies as Hispanic or Latino 
(see Figure I-4).  

Figure I-3 Race 
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Source: 2020 Decennial Census. 

Figure I-4 Ethnicity 

 Source: 2020 Decennial Census. 

LANGUAGES 

Most of the city’s community members speak only English at home, as seen in Figure I-5. 
Approximately one in 10 households speak Asian and Pacific Island languages; 1% speak 
Spanish; and 2% speak an Indo-European language or other language (2021 ACS).  

Figure I-5 Languages Spoken at Home 
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Numbers may not add to 100% due to rounding. Source: 2021 ACS, Languages Spoken at Home. 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 

The City of Fircrest has slightly higher educational attainment than Pierce County when it 
comes to college education and higher. 25% of Fircrest residents over the age of 25 had a 
bachelor’s degree, compared to 20% for the County as a whole. Graduate and professional 
degree attainment was a similar 5 percentage point difference between Fircrest and the 
county, with 16% of Fircrest residents having an advanced degree compared to 11% of county 
residents, as seen in Figure I-6. 

Figure I-6 Educational Attainment, Ages 25+ 

Source: 2021 ACS, 5-Year Estimates, Educational Attainment. 
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Labor and Employment Data 
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Race, Labor and Employment Data 
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Race, Labor and Employment Data 



City of Fircrest Introduction 

Comprehensive Plan I-29  

HISTORY OF FIRCREST 

Thirty years after the establishment of 
the Northern Pacific transcontinental 
railroad terminus in Tacoma in 1872, 
and following the depression 
associated with the Panic of 1893, 

optimism for future development within the Tacoma area was revived. In 1907, financiers from 
San Francisco, including Major Edward J. Bowes (of Mayor Bowes’ Original Amateur Hour 
fame) and his partner W.A. Irwin of California, saw tremendous opportunities for growth in 
Tacoma and had a vision of a ‘residential park, an enchanting spot to enjoy life and raise a 
family.’ With this in mind, the Narrows Land Company purchased a parcel of land to the west 
of Tacoma and named the subdivision they platted Regents Park. Bowes and Irwin hired Civil 
Engineer M.R. (Roy) Thompson to design a subdivision layout and plat the land. The influence 
of the developers is reflected in the streets named after their California backgrounds and their 
value of higher education. 
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Mount Rainier is Visible from Fircrest Golf Club 

Many of the ideas 
credited to Thompson 
in the design of what are 
now the original plats 
for Fircrest, Regents 
Park I and II, were likely 
fostered by Fredrick 
Law Olmsted. The 
similarities between 
Thompson’s plan for 
Regents Park and the 
Olmsted plan of 1873 
for downtown Tacoma 
were striking. The 
concept of open space 
and abundant park 
lands was Olmsted’s, as 
were his ideas for taking 
full advantage of 
topography in
designing streets and 
other improvements. According to James Osness in his book “Of Lions and Dreams, of Men 
and Realities”, Regents Park was declared to be one of the earliest developments in the United 
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States to eschew straight streets and rectangular blocks, in favor of curved streets and 
correspondingly aesthetically designed blocks. 

With its curved, aesthetically designed streets, sidewalks, and sewers, Regents Park offered 
quiet living with a strong sense of community. The first store was established in 1908 on the 
corner of University Street (now Columbia Avenue) and Berkeley Avenue. The Fircrest Golf 
Club was incorporated in 1923. In September 1925, Regents Park and its 306 residents 
incorporated as the Town of Fircrest to jumpstart development and reenergize the community. 
Incorporation gave them the financial stability and control to repair and develop needed 
infrastructure and services. 

Beginning in the 1950s, the community grew through numerous annexations and experienced 
much more rapid residential development. In 1960, Fircrest constructed the Community 
Center, which was followed by the construction of the community’s swimming pool at Fircrest 
Park and the dedication of Masko Park. Fircrest continues to provide exceptional recreational 
resources, facilities, and programs, and is home to the Fircrest Golf Club which celebrated its 
100th anniversary in 2023.  
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Fircrest Golf Club Celebrated its Centennial in 2023 

Fircrest constructed its Public Safety Building in 1979. In 1988, Fircrest changed to a Council-
Manager form of government, and in 1990, the town that had started as an early example of a 
planned development became the City of Fircrest, having grown in size and population. The 
1990s saw the end of the volunteer fire department’s 52 years of service to the community, and 
a contract was signed with the Tacoma Fire Department for emergency services. Fircrest 
constructed its Public Works Facility in 1993 and built a new City Hall in 1999.  

At key points in history, several books documenting the 
City’s growth and community character have been 
published – Of Lions and Dreams, of Men and Realities 
(An Illustrated History of Fircrest, Washington) in 1976 
during the town’s biennial, followed by Fircrest The 
Ideal Home Place from 2001 after the City’s 75th 
anniversary. Fircrest is poised to celebrate its centennial 
in 2025 to much fanfare.  

Today, Fircrest, with a population of 7,156 (in 2020), has 
grown well beyond its roots and has lived up to the 
dream of a residential park. Fircrest continues to work 
hard to keep its reputation of a quiet, residential 
community with attractive, livable neighborhoods and 
fine recreational facilities, while accommodating 
growth. Looking to the future, Fircrest will be supportive 
of carefully planned economic development that 
provides a foundation for continued prosperity for the 
community and its character. As growth occurs, there 
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are characteristics that residents would like to retain, such as Fircrest’s green nature; a safe, 
friendly, and sustainable community; and some physical remnants of the past as reminders of 
its early history. 

One of Several Historical Books Cataloguing Fircrest’s  20th Century  History.  
The Cover Photo is of the Regents Boulevard Commercial Area Looking West. 
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		TABLE 1: 2025-2030 TRANSPORTATION FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS

				City of Fircrest Six-Year Comprehensive Transportation Improvement Program (2025 to 2030)

				Transportation Facility Improvements				2025		2026		2027		2028		2029		2030		TOTAL

				Capital Appropriations

				1		Major Pavement Patching: Citywide		$   100,000		$   100,000		$   100,000		$   100,000		$   100,000		$   100,000		$   600,000.00

				Grind and Overlays

				2		Regents Blvd: Alameda Ave to 67th Ave W (Funded for design only)				$   760,000										$   760,000.00

				3		South Orchard St from Regents Blvd to Holly Dr (Funded in 2024)		$   760,000												$   760,000.00

				4		Claremont St from 67th Ave W to Alameda Ave (Funded in 2024)		$   800,000				 								$   800,000.00

				5		South Orchard St from Columbia Ave to Regents Blvd								$   2,000,000						$   2,000,000.00

				Pedestrian, Non-Motorized / Active Transportation Program

				6		Alameda Ave: 44th St W to Emerson St		$   1,200,000												$   1,200,000.00

						(curb/gutter, bike lane, sidewalk - east and west side of ROW)

				7		44th St: 67th Ave to 60th Ave						$   1,750,000								$   1,750,000.00

						(curb/gutter, bike lane, sidewalk - north side)

				8		Emerson St: Woodside Dr to 67th St (Funded in 2024)		$   400,000												$   400,000.00

						(sidewalks, bike lane, retaining walls)

				9		Alameda Ave: Emerson St to Rosewood Ln										$   2,000,000				$   2,000,000.00

						(curb/gutter, bike lane, sidewalk - east side)

				10		Electron Way and Contra Costa Ave Pedestrian Safety Project (Funded in 2023 and 2024)		$   200,000												$   200,000.00



				Total Capital Appropriations				$   3,460,000		$   860,000		$   1,850,000		$   2,100,000		$   2,100,000		$   100,000		$   10,470,000.00
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