City of Tacoma Sewer Force Main Break
City of Fircrest Public Works staff were dispatched at approximately 9:35 p.m. on December 18 following a report of foul odors and running water. Upon arrival, staff confirmed the issue originated from the City of Tacoma’s sewer force main. Tacoma’s dispatch was immediately notified to ensure appropriate response and coordination.
The City of Tacoma mobilized an environmental investigator, who arrived on scene by 11:05 p.m. Tacoma staff have since assumed control of the site and are leading response efforts.
Tacoma identified a crack with an active leak in a sewer force main along South Orchard Street, adjacent to the Highway 16 interchange, behind 133 Harvard Street. Tacoma is evaluating potential impacts to nearby infrastructure and determining any required notifications or regulatory reporting.
The impacted effluent has been fully contained and is currently being bypass-pumped into a City of Fircrest sewer manhole to prevent further discharge and system impacts. The City of Tacoma has reported the incident to the Washington State Department of Ecology and completed initial cleaning of the roadway and affected portions of the surrounding stormwater system.
City of Fircrest staff met with Tacoma Environmental Services to discuss a repair strategy. Tacoma is proceeding under an emergency contract with Cascade NW to perform the repairs and is actively sourcing required materials. Fircrest may be able to support the effort by providing available 16-inch Hymax couplers.
Wastewater pooling has been contained within the rear yards of the affected properties, limiting off-site migration.
City of Fircrest staff will continue to monitor conditions closely. Additional information regarding reporting requirements, repair timelines, and any recommended precautions will be provided as it becomes available. Further updates will be shared.

